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Is Recession Coming? 
The Economy Shrinks by 4.8%

By: Kaicie Boeglin
Editor-in-Chief

IN THIS 
ISSUE

People walking outside of John Krtil Funeral Home, a 
Yorkville funeral service in New York City, New York

The American econo-
my, the world’s largest 
economy, shrank by 
4.8% in the first quar-
ter. This has been the 
biggest slide since 
2008, and the first 
contraction since 2014, 
according to the Bureau 
of Economic Analy-
sis with Bloomberg. 
This has happened as 
a result in the need to 
combat the coronavirus. 
The pandemic forced 
businesses to close, and 
is mandating con-
sumers to stay home. 
Bloomberg Economics 
has projected a 37% 
annualized contraction. 

The U.S. government 
is in a battle with states 
over when and how fast 
to lift restrictions on 
companies and schools. 
Vast considerable doubt 
remains over the pop-
ulation. The duration 
of the economic slow-
down and the shape of 
the recovery is on the 
mind of all americans. 

The worldwide spread 
of the coronavirus 
began to chip away at 
the edges of the Amer-
ican economy early 
on; before erupting in 
March into a massive 

crisis reminiscent of the 
Great Depression.

This first-quarter down-
turn, reported by the 
Commerce Department 
on April 29th, was led 
by the steepest drop 
in consumer spending 
since 1980. This was 
the fastest decline in 
business investment in 
just under 11 years.

Marketwatch reports 
that “[t]he economy is 
likely to contract by 
25% or more in the 
second quarter, with 
some forecasts putting 
the decline at a record 
40%.”

Before the spread of the 
novel coronavirus, the 
U.S. had been expand-
ing at a steady 2% 
pace. This had become 
the longest expansion 
in history at roughly 11 
years.

The Economist states 
that two quarters of 
contraction is consid-
ered to constitute a 
recession. The official 
call in the U.S. is made 
by the Business Cycle 
Dating Committee, 
which is a panel of 
economists at the Na-

tional Bureau of Eco-
nomic Research. These 
people look at a wide 
range of indicators 
including consumer 
spending, employment, 
and GDP. Although, 
this analysis can take 
a while. In the 2008 
recession, which was 
the longest recession 
since World War II, 
the committee did not 
make the determination 
for almost a year.

The GDP figures em-
phasize what is already 
clear from govern-
ment data. 26 million 
Americans are filing 
for unemployment. As 
well as, how there is 
an inevitable plunge in 
retail sales and factory 
production.

In recent times the 
american population 
has slashed spend-
ing on cars, clothes, 
travel, and eating out. 
Spending on most other 
goods and services 
have declined also, as 
millions of people lost 
their jobs, stores were 
closed, and house-
holds are trying to save 
money for emergency 
needs.

There has been a nota-
ble change in health-
care spending as well. 
“Health-care spending 
declined a sharp 2.3% 
despite an ongoing 
pandemic.” Accord-
ing to Financial Press. 
Hospitals have begun 
to cancel or delay many 
elective procedures. 
Patients have also tried 
to stay away for fear of 
contact with the virus, 
or the infected. This has 
caused many hospitals 
with relatively few 
coronavirus patients to 
lay off or move work-
ers.

Financial Press as well 
as Marketwatch have 
shared graphs and 
tables showing that 
businesses’ investment 

have also pulled back. 
The Bureau of Eco-
nomic Analysis showed 
spending on buildings 
sank at almost 10%, 
and investments in 
equipment dropped by 
15%

How quickly the U.S. 
will be able to turn 
around and begin to 
develop again shall 
depend on how well 
the states and federal 
government can work 
together. When the 
two entities can gov-
ern simultaneously 
again and the spread of 
COVID-19 is limited, 
we can hope that indi-
viduals and businesses 
can get back to work. 
Only then can the econ-
omy start to rise again. 

SOURCE: BUREAU OF ECONOMIC ANALYSIS
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ATTENTION STUDENTS:
THE FOOD PANTRY IS 
STILL OPERATING

Update on Summer Financial Aid
Tuition and fee charges appear on student 
accounts immediately upon registration, 
and financial aid does not process until 
overnight. Please allow a minimum of 24 
hours for financial aid awards to appear as 
authorized aid on the bill.

For students who register prior to April 
28, the summer bill is not due until May 
8th and any approved financial aid awards 
will be applied to the billed charges prior 
to that date. Many forms of financial aid 
require half time enrollment.  More in-
formation regarding summer financial aid 
options is available on the Summer Finan-
cial Aid webpage. 

For questions about financial aid eligibility 
for summer, please contact the Financial 
Aid Office for more information at text 
401 217-2770 or financialaid@ccri.edu.

CC Weekly Brings 
Update About 
Summer 2020

The CCRI Food Pantry is offered on all of the CCRI campuses, for
all CCRI students. It is located at the CCRI Fla- nagan Campus in 
room 1313. The CCRI Flana- gan Campus is located at 1762 Louis-
quisset Pike in Lincoln, RI. The Food Pantry is open to current en-
rolled CCRI students only. The Food Pantry offers non-per- ishable 
foods, and even household products as well. This is a service that 
will always stay confidential for stu- dents. It is open over
school breaks, and con- tinues to stay running during the covid-19 
pandemic. The main purpose of the food pan- try is for the students. 
Dean Jenkins, the Dean of Student Life here at CCRI has teamed 
up with The Lens to speak on behalf of the pantry. This sweet lady 
crafted the idea of the pantry to help those students that sometimes 
can’t always eat. The food pantry is also always accepting donations 
as well. The pick upPlriontcthaistipoagnes for
follows: the Lincoln Campus is room 1313, the Providence Campus 
is room 2229, the War- wick Campus is within The Student Union
(on the first floor room 1219), and on the New- port Campus second 
floor Admissions Area. Anyone with questions, concerns or regards 
for The Food Pantry can email the pantry direct- ly at foodpantry@
ccri. edu. If anyone wants to talk with Dean Jenkins herself about 
the food pantry, please email her at cjenkins@ccri.edu.

Rhode Island College 
Webinars:

Rhode Island College has put together web 
seminars to help new incoming and trans-
fer students. Once registered as a student, 
an email regarding the webinars should 
arrive. RIC is offering academic webinars 
for Arts and Sciences, Business, Educa-
tion, Nursing, Social Work, and Undecid-
ed Students.

The college is also ofering aditional webi-
nars for Financial Aid, a Student to Stu-
dent Pannel, a Parent to Parent Pannel, the 
Honors Program, Transfer Students, and 
Living at Rhode Island College. 

PROVIDENCE – Col-
leges have begun to 
extend their enrollment 
deadlines for the up-
coming 2020-2021 aca-
demic year as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. All so that prospec-
tive students have more 
time to select the proper 
school to attend this 
upcoming year.

Roger Williams Uni-
versity, Salve Regina 
University and Rhode 
Island College, and 
University of Rhode 
Island have all extended 
their enrollment dead-
lines to June 1st. This 
is a month later than 

usual. Roger Williams 
University had clarified 
families and students 
rely on campus-visit 
experiences in order to 
make their decisions on 
where to go to college. 
Their spokesperson also 
said the new restrictions 
being enforced regard-
ing events and visits to 
campuses has hindered 
these experiences.

Schools have also 
begun to implement 
virtual tours, and we-
binars to help integrate 
students. Although on 
campus activities have 
been stripped, minimal 
amounts of employees 

are allowed on cam-
puses to work phones 
and records. If students 
have questions regard-
ing admissions, records, 
the bursar, or financial 
aid, all schools have 
these departments open 
and operating at nor-
mal hours. It is highly 
suggested that students 
begin to utilize their 
college’s online resourc-
es, and call or email 
with any questions. This 
is most certainly a try-
ing time, in which many 
have questions looking 
to be answered.

Schools Extend Enrollment
By: Kaicie Boeglin

Editor-in-Chief

Picture above of Rhode Island College’s Adams Library
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Here at the Lens we look 
for writers that come from 
all walks of life. By this 

we mean hobbies, majors,  

EDITORIAL 
STAFFArtwork by Cameron Brennan;

For more artwork turn to page 7

MEME OF THE WEEK:
Produced by Hogwarts Logic Facebook Page

These emotions I submerge
In a mind so disparaged
I’m at a point or periphery
This moment becomes symbolic

Once upon a time I was perturbed
A brain anxiety would ravish
Thoughts translated as heavy artillery
That day I chose logic

From the depths I emerge
To join Dickinson and Death in that carriage
I displace the past life like a lobotomy
Although, I am here, not catatonic

Goals attained begin to splurge
Life is now reclaimed and lavish
These words are cataclysmic witchery
For a true epiphany I acknowledge

Epiphany
By: Kaicie Boeglin

Editor-in-Chief

Picture above of 
Samuel Glassett; 

Unfiltered Lens Con-
tributing Consultant

Picture creited to 
Kaicie Boeglin

MOVIES THAT TURN 10 in 2020:

Shutter Island, The Book of Eli, Hot Tub Time Machine, 
She’s Out of My League, Shrek Forever After, 

The Last Song, 
Valentine’s Day, Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Death at a Funeral, 

The Wolfman, The Crazies, Robin Hood, Just Wright, 
Iron Man 2, Letters to Juliet
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Released in 2018, 
Beautiful Boy confronts 
material often tough to 
talk about and tricky 
to navigate: the subject 
of addiction. The issue 
has been continually 
marginalized, misun-
derstood, misrepresent-
ed, and everything in 
between, but Belgian 
filmmaker Felix Van 
Groeningen tried his 
hand at tackling it, pre-
sumably with the best of 
intentions. Ultimately, 
he left us with another 
mostly-useless portrait 
of addiction that bounc-
es between glamorizing 
and egregiously over-
simplifying the reality 
of the disease. Beauti-
ful Boy does serve to 
spread awareness, but in 
a capacity that perpetu-
ates a harmful narrative 
and perhaps does more 
damage than good. 

That said--did the film 
manage to manipu-
late me emotionally? 
Maybe, but that credit 
is owed to the power-
house leads rather than 
the writers. If there’s 
anything to be said 
for Beautiful Boy, it’s 
that it boasts a brilliant 
lineup of talent, star-
ring The Office legend 
Steve Carrell alongside 
renowned indie dar-
ling Timothee Chal-
amet--both Academy 
Award nominees. The 
film shows a different 
face of addiction than 
the one we’ve got-
ten used to seeing on 
screen, exploring the 
issue from the perspec-
tive of privilege; Chala-
met plays a snow-white, 
upper-middle class kid 
living with a model 

nuclear family in the 
suburbs of sunny Cali-
fornia, and Steve Carrell 
portrays his father, who 
for a freelance journalist 
is notably well-to-do. 

Carell used this role to 
put another mile be-
tween the typecasting 
that’s defined his prior 
work and his status 
as a serious actor; we 
watched him shed his 
dorky, comedic skin to 
reveal a level of dra-
matic caliber worthy of 
richer material than this 
script had to offer. His 
David Scheff was qui-
etly believable, despite 
that on paper the char-
acter should have at best 
been unconvincing. Car-
rell completely carried 
his character’s narrative 
with his performance. 

Chalamet’s work was 
of equal merit, and it 
had him in the Oscar 
race for a moment 
there (though, to some 
level of internet out-
rage, he was ultimately 
snubbed.) He delivered 
a performance that was 
human, vulnerable, 
sometimes painful to 
watch and sometimes 
not easy to stomach. We 
watched him skip so flu-
idly between emotions, 
true to the nature of a 
teenager influenced by 
drugs, that you’d think 
it was easy for him. 

So if the performances 
weren’t at fault, what 
made this movie a 
miss for me? Well, it 
wasn’t just the silly and 
purposeless decision 
to tell the story out of 
chronological order, 
nor the tediously re-
petitive nature of the 

plotline; rather my issue 
lies with the flatness 
of the characters and 
the simplistic nature of 
David Sheff’s relation-
ship with his son. The 
film seems to cater to 
a certain narrative, one 
in which Sheff senior 
is flawless and longsuf-
fering whilst his junkie 
son treats him badly for 
a reason that is never 
discernible. Why does 
Nic lob hurtful words at 
his father that have no 
basis in reality, calling 
him “controlling” when 
the audience has never 
been given a reason 
to understand why he 
would feel this way? 
The audience has no 
reason to sympathize 
with Nic besides how 
charming and, titularly, 
beautiful he is, and 
that endearing charm 
is what disguises a 
narrative that’s stacked 
against him. I just wish 
Nic’s motives had been 
explored, but the drive 
behind his bad behavior 
was pretty thoroughly 
neglected, aside from 
some very brief and 
very vague talk about 
how the “black hole” 
that he feels inside. 

The story simply 
doesn’t read as a realis-
tic portrayal of a family 
dynamic that should be 
complicated, and this 
folly runs the risk of 
perpetuating a harmful 
narrative that’s already 
ubiquitous in film and 
media--that addiction 
is a moral failing rath-
er than a disease, and 
afflicted family mem-
bers are traitors to their 
loved ones. An already 
enormously marginal-
ized and condemned 
minority of people have 
once again been cast 
in the worst light, and 
it’s been packaged as 
a wholesome spread-
ing-awareness thing. 
If only the story could 
have touched upon the 
reasons for Nic’s con-
dition and the reasons 
behind his actions, the 
film would have been 
a much more believ-
able watch, and a much 
worthier contribution 
to conversations about 
addiction. 

Beautiful Boy - A Moving but 
Misguided Addiction Drama

By: Rose Pauline Johnson
Lead Artist & Art Communicator, Staff Writer

Distance & Heart
By: Kaicie Boeglin

Editor-in-Chief

It’s a love unlike any kind.
One that includes mind over matter, and girl over guy
It started back when we cultivated our lives, to manipulate 
time, in order to break the grand design.
A friend who is now family becomes a sister overall
Everyday since, we’ve been each others firewall
Together we’re a tunnel with a light at each end 
We shine in the moment for the world to condescend.

The second half to my gram, she is the reason I am who I am.
Two thousand, one hundred, and seven miles apart…
Ying to my yang- 
Light to my dark-
The bond will never break, 
As the mind may get angered but the soul will never ache
We’re mates synchronized together, yet nomadic amongst 
the breeze.
Stop the Friendship? I could never, as my existence would 
begin to cease.

Picture  above  of Searra Lambert (Top) and Leanna Chabot (Bottom) on CCRI 
Knight Campus sixith floor
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Livin’ Like A Local Chapter XXII: AER

By: Kaicie Boeglin
Editor-in-Chief

Picture below of AER in 
action; Picture Credit to 

Big Body

As a lover of all music, 
I needed to know what 
140 meant as a genre. 
I discovered more than 
just an answer when I 
stumbled upon AER. 
Aeritan Jarrett, better 
known as his stage 
name AER, gave me a 
definition of 140 with 
not only words, but his 
sound as well. 

The genre of 140 is bass 
music stabilized in 140 
bpm. Now time for a 
music lesson: bass mu-
sic has seven different 
genres resulting in dif-

ferent BPM’s. Hip Hop 
is 85-95 bpm, Glitch 
Hop is 105-115 bpm, 
Techno is 120-125 bpm, 
House is 115-130 bpm, 
Electro is 128 bpm, 
Dubstep is 140 bpm 
(with a half time 70 
bpm feel), and Drum/
Bass which is 174 bpm.

AER concocts beats in 
the 140 bass style that 
are super left field. He 
tries to stay very bassy 
while offering a steady 
140 tone. The goal is to 
combine dubstep and 
electronic dance music 

to create the ultimate, 
crazy party tracks. AER 
is different from other 
DJs because he makes, 
mixes, and produces his 
own beats. He also does 
more than spin discs, as 
he knows how to play 
drums, guitar, saxo-
phone, and the didger-
idoo.

AER was inspired by 
the above and under-
ground bass scene. He 
started to make beats in 
late 2018, and played 
his first show in mid 
2019. The skills AER is 

equipped with proved 
him justice, as his first 
show was a rave in 
Philadelphia with a 
little over 600 people. 
Although he is still in 
the search for his exact 
sound, he explains his 
“straight up experimen-
tation” won’t stop until 
it’s found.

I had asked AER how 
and why he chose this 
life, and he laughed. 
“The life chose me, I 
have a vision of what 
I want and need to do, 
and I will get it done” 

This was his response, 
and he spoke the words 
with such determina-
tion. I had then proceed-
ed to ask how he was 
staying so determined 
and motivated. As any 
artist would say, he said 
the fans. As any upcom-
ing artist would say, he 
also said his friends. But 
as any true artist would 
say, he claimed it was 
the scene as a whole.

This eclectic DJ pro-
duces sounds, songs, 
and tracks that get me 
personally amped. I feel 

ready to go, and get a 
move on. Whether it’s 
just to get you through 
the day, or to conquer 
tonight’s party, AER 
produces quality tunes. 
AER’s music can be 
found at soundcloud.
com/aersmoq or on 
Spotify under Bassical-
lyCollective.

Meg Wong is a woman with 
a heart made of gold, a mind 
molded by focus, and a soul 
bound to music. A resident of 
East Greenwich, Rhode Island, 
Meg is an aspiring singer. This 
woman loves to sing and has 
an angelic voice. The pipes on 
this girl can shock anyone. Her 
voice is a cross between nine-
ties Christina Aguliera, and pop 
sensation JoJo. 

This isn’t the only goal Meg is 
after. Meg is a current student at 
New England Tech, pursuing a 
degree in Criminal Justice. This 
woman is managing to conquer 
college, while paying for it out 
of pocket herself. When she isn’t 
in class, working at Felicia’s 
Coffee, or doing homework, 
Meg is working towards her 

dreams as a singer. 

Meg is contumacious to the 
normal working order. She just 
wants to sing, and will sing 
anything.  She doesn’t write her 
own lyrics, however, she does 
have friends that write songs 
for her for the sole purpose of 
hearing her voice. Meg started 
singing in fourth grade by the 
fate of church choir. At the age 
of nine Meg was taken aback by 
the singer’s lifestyle. Everyone 
around her has always applauded 
her voice. From there Meg went 
on to sing for anyone around 
that would listen. At the age of 
twelve Meg started to record 
YouTube cover videos. 

In the current day and age Meg 
posts videos to Instagram and 

TikTok regularly. Her Instagram 
is @mwongggg, and her TikTok 
username is @megan_marie___ 

Meg’s goal as for singing is just 
to be found and heard. I had the 
chance to sit down with her for 
an interview, in which she sang 
specifically for me. An outside 
individual came over to com-
ment, “[i]f you have a voice like 
that, you just need to be heard. 
You were born with a gift. There 
is only so much voice teachers 
could ever teach, and you m’lady 
have it naturally.”

Whitney Houston and Sam 
Smith are inspirations that Meg 
incorporates and pulls from. 
Can’t Fight The Moonlight by 
LeAnn Rimes will always be 
Meg’s favorite song to sing, and 
her favorite genre to sing is pop. 
Check her out and give her a 
follow!

Wait, Who Is Megan Wong? 
By: Kaicie Boeglin

Editor-in-Chief

Photo of Megan Wong 
taken by Lauren Gil 
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The Wall
By: Big Body

Dr. Stockinger
By:

Kaicie 
Boeglin

By: Rose Pauline Johnson

Paris
By:

Kaicie 
Boeglin
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Emma Maxwell modeling cornavirus sepical effects makeup

Anthony & Frank
By: Big Body

Hand of a Smoker
By:

Cameron Brennan

Window Shopping
Submitted By:

Samuel Glassett

Artist: Big Body

Classy
By:

Kaicie 
Boeglin

Komondo
By: Rachel Madrid

Naked Woman
For My

Roomate
By:

Leanna
Chabot

TO HAVE YOUR ART SHOWCASED IN THE 
UNFILTERED LENS EMAIL SUBMISSIONS TO 

CCRIUNFILTEREDLENS@GMAIL.COM
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WHEN WILL SOCIAL DISTANCING END?
Photo by Kaicie Boeglin; Photo of 2018 Mansfield Massachussetts Warped Tour.

“Concerts cannot 
happen, 
festivals cannot 
happen, 
events cannot 
happen ... 
it’s just not safe.” 

-Governor Gina 
Raimondo

The Islamic State 
– Sinai Province 
is a Salafi militant 
organization operat-
ing in Egypt, most 
frequently in the 
Sinai Peninsula. The 
recent attacks in the 
restive region were 
not immediately 
claimed by any 
group. Ten Egyp-
tian troops have 
been either killed 
or wounded in the 
Sinai Bomb attack 
on April 30th. 

A military spokes-
man had said in a 
statement that Ten 
Egyptian army 
members, includ-
ing an officer, were 
killed or wounded 
on Thursday when 

a bomb exploded in 
an armored vehicle 
south of Bir al-Abd 
city, in the North-
ern Sinai region. 
Militants loyal to 
Islamic State remain 
active in the strate-
gic border region. 

Egypt has been in 
war with Islamist 
insurgents who 
killed hundreds of 
police personnel 
and soldiers, among 
the northern part of 
the Sinai Peninsula. 
These attacks have 
been happening 
since the ousting 
of Mohamed Mursi 
from the Muslim 
Brotherhood in 
2013, which fol-

lowed mass protests 
against his rule.

An Egyp-
tian police-
man as well 
as seven 
suspected 
militants 
were killed 
on April 14. 
The deaths 
occurred 
in an 
exchange 
of gunfire, 
after the 
ministry of 
interior had 
received 
informa-
tion about 
a potential 
Easter at-
tack against 

Coptic 
Christians. 
The ministry 
added that 
three other 
policemen 
were also 
wounded.

The Egyp-
tian military 
and police 
launched a 
major cam-
paign against 
militant 
groups in 
2018. The 
focus was 
on the Sinai 
Peninsula, 
as well as, 
southern ar-
eas, and the 
border with 
Libya.

Attacks in the Sinai Province
By: Kaicie Boeglin

Editor-in-Chief

In this file photo, a 
policeman stands 
guard in front of Mar 
Mina Coptic church, 
December 20, 2017 
after a deadly at-
tack claimed by the 
Islamic State group, 
in Helwan, Cairo, 
Egypt. (AP Photo/
Amr Nabil, File)


