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WHY SHOULD A CCRI STUDENT LEARN 
ABOUT WORLD LANGUGES AND CULTURE? 

By: Kaicie Boeglin  //  Editor-in-Chief

DO YOU WANT TO 
STUDY ABROAD?

Bonjour! Did you know 
that CCRI teaches ten 
different languages? 
The World Language 
and Cultures Depart-
ment Chair, Dr. Debo-
rah Notarianni-Girard, 
has recently opened my 
eyes to her perspec-
tive, as well as some of 
the others within her 
department. Our school 
offers American Sign 
Language, Arabic, Chi-
nese, French, German, 
Italian, Japanese, Por-
tuguese, Russian, and 
Spanish. The faculty on 

board currently consists 
of seven full time mem-
bers. These full time 
members are at least 
trilingual, and all teach 
two separate language 
courses. Every semester 
Dr. Notarianni-Girard 
tries to hire around 
twenty adjunct faculty 
members. She herself 
teaches French and 
Italian.

Through this depart-
ment students can have 
the chance at studying 
abroad. These Abroad 
Programs are provided 
through the support of 
College Consortium for 
International Studies, 
combined with the co-
ordination of our World 
Language and Culture 
Department. This Con-
sortium is connected to 
100 colleges and uni-
versities that sponsor 
studying abroad within 
twenty seven different 
countries. The chance 
to study abroad with 
CCRI usually happens 
during the summer 
semesters. For more in-
formation on studying 
abroad I encourage you 
to reach out to Profes-
sora Mansella.
 
Another tidbit about 
this department is that 
they work with the 
Nursing Department 
as well. Together, the 
two work on the Health 

Care Interpreting Pro-
gram in Spanish. The 
woman in charge of 
this program is Profes-
sor Elizabeth Morais.

Now let’s move on 
from the department 
information-, to why a 
student should invest 
into a different culture 
or a language. For the 
people that invest in a 
second language more 
doors are opened. I 
mean this in the sense 
of job opportunities, 
and travel opportuni-
ties. As well as broad-
ening the education 
scope. In a day and 
age that is becoming 
more technologically 
advanced, and more 
culturally diverse, 
many open jobs seek 
bilingual participants. 
Picking up a language 
may seem hard at first. 
However,  with con-
stant practice it can 
become second nature. 
The romance languag-
es are so similar that 
once a student takes 
on French for exam-
ple, Italian and Span-
ish become easier to 
learn. This is one of the 
reasons how and why 
the full time professors 
teach more than one 
course.

Learning a foreign 

language opens an 
individual’s mind to a 
bigger picture of the 
world. People can, and 
will, see each others 
lives through a differ-
ent scope or lens. By 
better understanding 
other cultures we can 
eliminate judgments 
within the world. One 
of the reasons humans 
judge one another is 
because we simply do 
not understand. How 
would you look at the 
world differently if 
you changed the nar-
rative you were telling 
yourself? Why does 
this country do this? 
Why does this coun-
try wear that? Why is 
foriegn music popular? 
It is always okay to 
ask questions, BUT I 
influence you to seek 
answers. Dr. Notarian-
ni-Girard notes that “[t]
he US is such a blend 
of so many [different 
kind of] people, that 
the emphasis on for-
eign language learning 
should be stronger.”

There are many differ-
ent ways an individual 
can immerse them-
selves into a different 
culture. Try studying 
abroad, reading foreign 
newspapers and maga-
zines, viewing foreign 
films or TV shows. Or, 
look deeper into the 

background of your his-
torical life inspiration, 
visit various museums, 
or even join organiza-
tions that help promote 
various cultures. The 
one thing I can certain-
ly guarantee majority 
of society does, is that 
they try different ethnic 
foods. Some would say 
sustenance and cuisine 
make the world go 
‘round.

If you have never taken 
a language class, do 
not be discouraged. If 
you have the interest 
and vocation-, and are 
apt to do something 
with that, then join a 
language course here at 
CCRI. The professors 
in this department are 
capable of sculpting our 
prospering minds into 
a vast ship of knowl-
edge. I speak from 
personal experience, as 
I have taken Italian and 
French here. As one 
great teacher engraved 
in my brain: There is 
168 hours in a week, 
24 hours in a day, and 
what we do with them 
is all up to us. Seeking 
the knowledge of just 
culture, regardless of 
if you gain retain the 
language, can create a 
foundation and prece-
dent for future travels 
and opportunities. Let 
these opportunities start 
here at CCRI.

“As an educator, my goal is to have my stu-
dents realize their own unique potential, to 

develop their cultural sensitivity, and to come 
alive as learners and as critical thinkers. I em-
phasize to my students that world language 

acquisition is the key to the customs and cul-
ture of a people. As Ludwig Wittgenstein stat-
ed, ‘If we spoke different languages, we would 
perceive a somewhat different world.’ When 
I witness my students come alive as lifelong 

learners and develop a more global perspective 
and curiosity about other cultures and norms, 
it is what indeed motivates me each and every 

day.”
 - Professor Panaccione

IN HOUSE SUMMER 
IMMERSION PROGRAM 2020

COME TRAVEL TO ITALY

An informational meeting regarding our 2020 
Summer Travel Study Program in Italy will be 
held at the Knight campus, on December 16th, 
at 1:00 pm. The meeting will take place in the 
Department of World Languages and Cultures, 
Conference Room 3140. 

All welcome! The program is open to college 
students, professionals, and community members 
with an interest in the Italian culture.

The CCRI Summer in Italy provides a rich educa-
tional experience for its participants. The focus is 
on the artistic, intellectual and cultural traditions 
of Italy. Participants may join the 2020 Summer 
Program in Italy for 2 or 3 weeks. The full set of 
dates are June 23rd - July 18th, 2020. The pro-
gram is known for its unique, personalized and 
memorable experience! It transforms our stu-
dents’ lives forever!

For further information contact Prof. Maria 
Mansella E-mail: mmansella@ccri.edu
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The Unfiltered Lens
Mission Statement

Circa 2007

The overall mission of 
The Unfiltered Lens© is 
to inform and improve 
the quality of student 
life at the Communi-
ty College of Rhode 

Island. 
We strive to accomplish 

this standard by re-
porting and writing the 
truth in an ethical and 

responsible fashion that 
enlightens the entire 
college community, 

while providing infor-
mation in an unvar-
nished manner that 
seeks thoughtful re-

sponses, dialogue and, 
of course, action. 

We fully understand 
serving students is our 

clear objective and 
recognize the impact 

and, more importantly, 
the importance of this 

endeavor. 
We realize we do not 
make news but cover 
events that stimulate 
our community, im-

prove college life and 
strengthen our 

Democracy.

Official Member 
Journalism Association 
of Community Colleges 

Since 2010

Official Member
College Media

Association

Official Member
Student Press Law 

Center
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Introducing Disney +
Mention By: Dylan Ford

Disney is a magical place, filled with fantasy, excitement, and leaves us questioning on what’s next? 
On November 12th, Disney debuted their new ad-free streaming service, Disney Plus. It only costs 
$6.99 a month or $69.99/year. Featuring in the new Disney Plus, subscribers will be able to enjoy 
TV movies and series from Disney, Marvel, Star Wars, National Geographic, and 20th Century Fox. 
Disney was founded on October 16th, 1923 and today Disney still hasn’t stopped! Disney Company Computerized 

logo clipart PNG for Free Use

How cool of a name is 
Black Lotus? It sounds 
delicate and interesting, 
yet peculiar in a sense. 
What type of genre 
would you guess this 
band to be? Off of just 
their name. Well Black 
Lotus is a band from the 
New Jersey/New York 
alternative scene. This 
band pulls from death-
core, djent, and extreme 
metalcore. Now, reread 
that last line in a gamers 
overlord voice. Com-
bine that with seriously 
intricate instrumentals, 
and you have, with 
no further ado, Black 
Lotus.

This band formed in late 
2017 and started play-
ing shows in early 2018. 
The inner workings 
consist of Davie Jones 
and Rich Brega with 
vocals. Dane Farley on 
guitar doing backing 
vocals. Chris Bedford 
on Guitar, and Jaydee 
DeLeon on Bass.
Last, but surely not 
least, there is Donnie 
Lynch pulsating the 
drums, while also con-
tributing to vocals.

Livin’ Like A Local Chapter 14: Black Lotus
By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief

So far, Black Lotus 
has released two full 
length albums. Their 
first release was entitled 
Wilted, and is a prime 
example of music you 
can swing your limbs 
to. Their most recent re-
lease is the album Chan-
nels. My favorite track 
off this album has to be 
“Artifact” for the tone 
it sets the atmosphere. 
These guys also have 
two captivating music 
videos as well. “Suns 
of Saturn” and “Broken 
Vessel” are truly some-
thing to behold.

Majority of the songs 
are based around me-
dia and the stories that 
catch the bands eye. 
While there are lyr-
ics that are genuine to 
personal expression, the 
overall theme the band 
exemplifies is “write 
whatever makes you 
feel passionate [about], 
and have fun with it.” 
The instrumentals 
seem to sound darker 
and more melancholy, 
because that is the best 
way to get the story 
across. Real songs have 

real meaning. Real 
emotions are not always 
genuinely happy and 
poppy, but rather deeper 
and descriptively sym-
bolic.

Black Lotus achieved 
their goal for 2019 
by playing amazing 
shows, meeting fans, 
and releasing Channels. 
The best thing about 
this group is that they 
are constantly making 
progress. All of the 
members only look 
forward and never back. 
They have been able to 
consistently write new 
and better music since 
the inception. They are 
constantly excited and 
play shows that they are 
thrilled to be on. Their 
scene is filled with 
an awesome group of 
friends and other bands 
that keep the members 
motivated.

The influence behind 
the bands sound stems 
from other bands like 
The Tony Danza Tap-
dance Extravaganza, 
Iwrestledabearonce, 
Brand of Sacrifice, The 

Afterimage, Traitors, 
and Berried Alive. If 
you care for any of 
these bands, then I can 
most certainly prom-
ise that you will enjoy 
Black Lotus. This band 
has a regular scene in 
the Pennsylvania area, 
and have traveled as far 
down the East Coast as 
Virginia. Black Lotus 
plays in the conjunction 
of states around the NJ/
NY area, however, I 
would love to see them 
more around Rhode Is-
land and Massachusetts.

To end with the begin-
ning, let’s go back to 

the band name. This 
is one of my favorite 
aspects of Black Lotus, 
the band name actually 
came from a Magic: 
The Gathering card. I 
thought this was funny 
as that exact card sold 
for $166,100 at an auc-
tion this year.

Black Lotus has music 
on Apple Music, Spoti-
fy, Amazon Music, and 
just about everywhere 
else! Keep tabs on your 
new alternative faves 
on Facebook and Insta-
gram, both @BlackLo-
tusNJ.

Photo of Black Lotus taken by Brandon Lane

A rumble is shaking the bar top. The screeching of metal on metal is faint through the walls. A hunched figure is sitting on a stool, 
clutching his mug of lager tightly until the train finishes its pass. His inebriated thoughts keep transporting to the events that happened 
only a couple hours before. 

The conductor calling him away from repairing a set of brakes.
The trainman numbly walking to the closet with the poles he uses for this one purpose.
Kneeling beside the tracks while policemen are conducting the squabbling adults on the platform.

He always attempts to keep his mind separated from the job at hand. This time, he couldn’t help feeling a wrenching loss when the 
team brings a small boy out from under the carriage. What if this was his Curtis? Or his nephew Felix, who runs around with his own 
son daily?

The trainman on the barstool gives an imperceptible shudder before draining the half glass of lager and motioning for another. ‘Just a 
few more beers,’ he keeps telling himself. ‘Just a few more beers so I can go home forgetting today.’ 

“The Trainman”
By: Emily Fessler // Contributing Writer

The following story is an exploration of the grief of character surrounding 
the events from Grace Paley’s story “Samuel”. In Paley’s story, a young boy is 
crushed beneath a train. She explores the mother’s grief after her boy is dis-
covered. This trainman is character not explained in the story, so I thought it 
would give it a dynamic take on the accident.
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MEETING TIMES
Friday 

11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

The Unfiltered Lens is 
always accepting writing 
submissions, as well as 

new writers.

We are also trying to fill 
the roles of:
Copy Editor,

 Advertisement & Event
Coordinator,

College News Section 
Editor,

OP-ED Section Editor
and,

Arts & Entertainment 
Section Editor

If any of the above 
posistions interest you , 

please contact  the editori-
al board at,

ccriunfilteredlens
@gmail.com

EDITORIAL STAFF

The Disability Services 
for Students office may 
be one of the few places 
in the Warwick campus 
where confidentiality 
is key, and inclusion 
is guaranteed. Finding 
your way to this se-
cluded space, though, 
is a journey through 
the maze of Knight 
campus’ common area 
tables, dark runways 
and back hallways. Yet, 
it is nothing in compari-
son to the catacombs of 
classrooms students and 
faculty navigate through 
every day.

Walking through the 
narrow entryway, you 
are led to a small clus-
ter of student service 
offices’ doorways. The 
entrance may seem all 
too familiar because the 
first door on the left is 
well-known to students 
on campus: the advising 
office. This can be the 
best way to find direc-
tions to the hidden Dis-
ability Services office. 
Here, you’re greeted by 
a chest-high counter and 
a smiling secretary peer-
ing over the computer 
monitor. She tells you 
that the office you’re 
looking for is, “out the 
door, to the left, at the 
end of the hallway.”

The Journey to DSS: 
Students’ Alternative

By: Adrianna Shaw-Cardoso // Contributing Writer

Stepping out of the 
doorway, bare metal 
chairs, which are a faint 
reminder of middle 
school are the only sign 
of the hall’s occupancy. 
As these chairs create a 
runway, sitting side-by-
side, it can be noted that 
they do not compare to 
the cluster of uniform 
suede seats that make 
up the advising office’s 
waiting area.

Unlike other corridors 
throughout campus, the 
lights have dimmed, 
and the hallway seems 
longer than expected. 
Surrounded by walls 
of windows that peer 
into dark, unoccupied 
rooms, there is almost 
a sense of abandon-
ment before reaching 
the secluded three-desk 
coordinator’s office.

The lights are a bit 
brighter in here but 
don’t compare to the 
shining lights of the 
common area and the 
swarming sounds of stu-
dents bustling to class 
slowly fade to back-
ground noise. The office 
in its entirety is smaller 
than other offices within 
the building; almost like 
walking into a speak-
easy.

Personal photos, chil-
dren’s drawings and 
hand-written notes are 
spread throughout the 
walls creating a feeling 
of comfort and sworn 
secrecy. These feelings 
are a reminder of what 
this office is able to 
offer students. 

Students with any ail-
ments that may affect 
academic success, DSS 
provides the ability to 
discuss and arrange spe-
cific accommodations 
to best aid academic 
achievement. In addi-
tion to being a school 
asset, DSS also serves 
as a resource to profes-
sors and extended fac-
ulty. This is displayed 
through a constant line 
of communication to 
ensure that not only are 
the agreed accommoda-
tions beneficial, but that 
professors’ academic 
standards and classroom 
expectations are not 
being compromised or 
interrupted.

To contact Disability 
Services on the Knight 
campus for assistance in 
identifying and manag-
ing possible incapaci-
ties, call: (401)825-2164 
or visit room 1032 near 
the advising office.

Community College 
of Rhode Island’s own 
Bev Wiley was recently 
one of thirteen honor-
ees for the “Women of 
Achievement” award 
selected by the YWCA. 
The YWCA is an orga-
nization that has worked 
towards eliminating 
racism, while empower-
ing women throughout 
recreational programs 
that has been around 
since 1958. When she 
found out about be-
ing an honoree, Wiley 
stated in a CCRI press 
release:
 “I was humbled 
and flattered at the same 
time” and “I am forever 
grateful.” 
     This award has come 
full circle for Wiley see-
ing as in the 1980s, she 
was a former YWCA 
Rhode Island Greater 
board president. Look-
ing back on her history, 
Wiley has remained ac-
tive athletics on and off 
the CCRI campus. Most 
notably in 1992, Wiley 
became the Commis-
sioner of USA Softball 
Rhode Island, making 
her one of only 10 
woman commissioners 
out of 99 associations 
throughout the USA. 
Also stated within the 
original CCRI press re-
lease on her decision to 
do so, Wiley mentioned:
 “I wasn’t going 
to apply, yet I remember 
thinking, ‘I’m always 

CCRI PRESS 
RE-RELEASE PT. 2

Wiley Honored with Prestigious Award
By: Kenneth Beatty // Contributing Writer

encouraging women 
to get involved, so I 
should at least throw 
my hat in the ring; I had 
no expectations. Lo and 
behold, I was selected.” 
“Softball is strong in the 
women’s sports arena 
at the collegiate level 
and at the national and 
international level, yet 
females aren’t as repre-
sented in the leadership 
positions.”
 Wiley’s career at 
CCRI started just under 
21 years ago, beginning 
in 1999, and has been 
nothing short of amaz-
ing, racking up awards 
and achievements all 
because of her dedica-
tion and commitment 
to the athletic depart-
ment. From molding 
the softball team into a 
successful organization 
at the NJCAA Division 
II level, to working with 
the NJCAA and com-
plying closely with Title 
IX policies, Wiley’s 
tenure has been greatly 
impacted the culture 
around CCRI. She is 
quoted saying: 
 “My goal has 
always been to make 
a difference and to be 
a role model to young 
people, especially 
women and girls, but all 
young people. I’ve had 
opportunities in my life 
and I want to make sure 
I pay it forward and 
provide the opportunity 
for others as well.”

CCRI PLAYERS PRESENT
1959 PINK THUNDERBIRD

December 12th-15th
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On November 22nd, 
2019 the Communi-
ty College of Rhode 
Island’s Performing 
Arts Department held 
a Voice Recital, at the 
Bobby Hackett Theater, 
located on the Warwick 
Knight Campus. The 
students who performed 
in this recital came from 
the class Voice Studios 
of Angelica Alvarez, 
Rachel Hanauer, Devon 
Russo, and Krista Wil-
helmsen.

Before the show I 
was able to catch up 
with students Gabe 
Shute, Jordan Sousa, 
and Amanda Gelinas. 
I asked them various 
questions about the 
Performing Arts de-
partment here at CCRI, 
their own performing 
experiences, as well as, 
any advice they could 
give to aspiring artists. 
Remember, no matter 
what we do, there will 
always be people that 
try to discourage us. If 
someone wants some-
thing bad enough then 
it has to be persistence 
that sees the person 
through. However, no 
matter the devotion and 
persistence, a beginner 
can go nowhere without 
a guide. 

Gabe Shute, a baritone 
here at CCRI, was quick 

to mention “The teach-
ers are where the differ-
ence lies.” Jordan, Gabe 
and Amanda, -as well 
as the other performers 
who showed up minutes 
before showtime- were 
swift to claim that “the 
CCRI staff is better than 
it has any right to be.” 
By this the group meant 
that as a Community 
College people would 
assume lower standards, 
but this however, is not 
the case. The profes-
sors work with their 
students in various 
ways to perfect strate-
gy, thought, and soul. 
Practice doesn’t make 
perfect. Dedication and 
hard work makes for 
perfection.

The Voice Recital was 
led by CCRI’s Pro-
fessor Wilhelmsen, 
whom I was able to 
also speak with as well. 
The Professor’s over-
all infectious joy had 
me debating on taking 
a Voice class with her 
myself. Wilhelmsen was 
eager to have the night 
go over perfectly swell, 
despite a few techno-
logical difficulties at the 
beginning. Professor 
Wilhelmsen, as well as 
her students, would like 
to see the music depart-
ment and the events that 
they hold, broadcast to 
a wider audience. As a 

school, all events should 
be unified and held to a 
higher standard market-
ing approach. Jordan 
Sousa and Gabe Shute 
showed agreeance for 
the entire voice practice 
when sharing that the 
Voice students are more 
than willing to perform 
at school events. The 
students would enjoy 
seeing more depart-
ments work like inter-
changeable parts. 

This recital was for 
Applied Voice and 
though it has already 
come and passed, I 
encourage you to check 
out the next musically 
inclined act CCRI will 
showcase. Not everyone 
in Chamber, or Choir 
started out as a singer, 
and some didn’t know 
till after switching col-
leges. Though it may be 
harder than you think, I 
encourage you to check 
out these amazing sing-
ers. Their quality is defi-
nitely there and present. 
These amazing voices 
are surely, at the mo-
ment, underrepresented. 
Not all voice classes at 
CCRI call for prerequi-
sites. Think you have a 
good singing voice and 
want to test that theory? 
Go tryout and audition 
for Professor Wilhelm-
sen’s Opera Workshop. 
I dare you.

CCRI Has Multiple Voices;
Here is Some Musical Journalism

By: Kaicie Boeglin  //  Editor-in-Chief

Photo Submitted by Krista Wilhelmsen // Voice Recita Participants 11/22/19

UPCOMING MUSICAL EVENTS:
Dec. 3rd Jazz Ensemble / 7 pm / Band Room

Dec. 5th Chamber Ensemble / 7:30 pm / Bobby Hackett 
Theater

Dec. 10th Opera Workshop / 5 pm / Bobby Hackett Theater
Dec. 11th Voice Class Recital / 10:30 am / Band Room

Dec. 11th Jazz Student Recital / 1 pm / Band Room
Dec. 12th Piano Student Recital / 10:30 am / Band Room

Dec. 13th Choral Ensemble / 7 pm / Bobby Hackett Theater

South Park has been 
known for its interna-
tional bigotry and racial 
remarks. The show has 
always been manipulat-
ed by fun and games. 
Other shows have taken 
a turn with the issue of 
transgender sport antics, 
and now it has come 
time for South Park to 
create a play. Trey Park-
er and Matt Stone, the 
creators of South Park - 
have been labeled, once 
again, “transphobic”.

In the shows episode 
“Board Girls”, season 
23 episode 7, transgen-
der women are seen in 
a negative way, while 
insulting the trangen-
der community itself. 
The Vice Principal of 
South Park’s elemen-
tary school, Strong 
Woman (Indeed, that 
is her name) enters the 
“Strong Woman’s Com-
petition”. The town is 
trying to show off their 
athletic abilities to gain 
a trophy. 

Up against the town 
is a rather new mem-
ber of the transgender 
family; her name is 
Heaher Swanson, and 
she isn’t your modern 
trangender woman. 
With the looks and body 
of former WWF, WCW, 
and WWE Superstar, 
“Macho-Man Randy 

Savage.” The charac-
ter was introduced by 
reporter, David Perry, 
with the ironic line - 
“She’s not exactly the 
average trans-athlete.” 
This infered she merely 
was not a transgender, 
but rather a phony just 
in the looks of winning 
a trophy. Apparently, 
she had recently just 
made the decision of 
becoming transgender 
two week prior.

After the “Strong-wom-
an” competition, while 
the obvious champi-
on Heather Swanson 
claims ‘her’ trophy, 
it is revealed that the 
supposedly transgender 
athlete is actually just 
an ex-boyfriend to the 
character Strong Wom-
an. The whole thing 
was a ploy planned to 
beat her as revenge after 
their bad break-up. 

After the show aired, 
fans strike to Twit-
ter without hesitation 
hating on the transgeder 
discrimination. Trans-
gender activist Rachel 
McKinnon quoted the 
show as “Transphobic 
and Lazy”. McKinnons 
tweet said:
I’m not particularly mad 
about the South Park epi-
sode. Yes it’s transphobic. 
Yes it’s lazy. Yes it contrib-
utes to harm to trans women 

and girls. But they’re lazy 
and increasingly irrelevant. 
F*ck, Futurama made the 
same stupid storyline in 
2003. Transphobes don’t 
have new jokes.

South Park has been deeply 
transphobic the *entire 
time*. This isn’t their first 
explicitly transphobic 
story line. It won’t be their 
last. Stone and Parker are 
transphobes. Write them off. 
Ignore their lazy show.

I can see where McK-
innon is coming from. 
However, her being 
outraged and promoting 
to her fans to not watch 
or follow South Park 
over one joke is manip-
ulation of an audience. 
Furthermore, they even 
included Steve Irwin 
in an episode (“Hell on 
Earth 2006”) featur-
ing him in hell with a 
sting-ray sticking out 
of his chest. That didn’t 
stop them, and guess 
what folks, South Park 
has been laying it down 
since 1997. Trey Parker 
and Matt Stone, as well 
as the rest of the South 
Park team, are just go-
ing to keep pumping out 
film, and egging on me-
dia continuously. They 
haven’t stopped now, 
and won’t for a while.

South Park: Back At It Again
By: Dylan Ford  //  Entertainment & Op-Ed Writer

Depending on the 
chapter served for, there 
will be certain rules that 
apply to all chapters of 
the education benefits. 
For example, Chapter 
33, will only allow you 
to take classes and pre-
requisites that pertain 
to your declared major. 
Chapter 31 require you 
to verify your atten-
dance in all your classes 
monthly. Failure would 
result in non-payment 
of your monthly Basic 
Allowance for Housing. 
When receiving an F 
letter grade the VA will 
actually allow and pay 
for you to attempt the 
class again in order to 
up your grade. Receiv-
ing a Withdrawal or a 
W, generates a debt with 
the VA, you have to 
repay all money you re-
ceived for that class. So, 
the tuition, the BAH, 
and fees, will have to 
be paid back from the 
beginning of the semes-
ter to the date that you 
received the W.

Once you have un-
derstood the rules and 
regulations of your 
assigned educational 
chapter, the best thing 
you could do is to uti-

lize that chapter to its 
full potential. To start, 
have a definite goal for 
your post-secondary ca-
reer in mind, and stick 
to it. At first it can be 
difficult to pick a major 
or be indecisive with 
what you actually want 
to do. Career services 
has excellent resources 
to help students figure 
out where they might 
want to be after college. 
Once you have figured 
out your goals, go for 
them and do not look 
back! VA educational 
benefits pay for every 
semester the college 
offers. Summer classes 
may not be a bad idea if 
you are looking to fast 
track out of college. An-
other realization is that 
you can use Financial 
Aid in conjunction with 
your VA educational 
benefit.

The best advice I could 
give any service mem-
ber or dependent using 
a VA education benefit, 
is to read the rules and 
regulations that pertain 
to the chapter that you 
are using. If the infor-
mation is still confusing 
and hard to understand, 
utilize the people that 

work in the work-study 
at the Veteran Resource 
Center. They have 
dedicated their college 
careers to help student 
veterans and dependents 
get the most out of their 
benefit. Another re-
source is Micaela Black. 
She is the Vet-Success 
on Campus Director, 
and employee of the 
VA. She acts as a liaison 
between the student and 
the VA. There are many, 
many resources here 
on campus that student 
veterans and dependents 
can use to help better 
their college careers. All 
one has to do is ask.

VetSuccess on Campus 
Coordinator:
Micaela Black Estrella, 
MEd, CRC, LMHC
VA Cell # (401) 648-
1597
micaela.black@va.gov 

Career Services:
Camille Numrich
Program Director
Tel: 401-825-2307
cnumrich@ccri.edu
Knight Campus
Room 1028

Veterans Service Office:
Veteranservices@ccri.

Understanding & Optimizing VA Benefits
By: Patrick Elkins // Contributing Writer
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What makes a magic 
mushroom so different 
from a regular mush-
room? Why can I ask 
for one kind on my 
pizza, while the other 
could send me to jail? 
The answer lies in the 
chemical compound 
psilocybin. Psilocybin 
is classified as a psy-
chedelic, or hallucino-
genic substance. Among 
other psychedelic drugs, 
psilocybin mushrooms 
are recognized by the 
United States Drug 
Enforcement Agency 
(DEA) as a schedule 1 
drug, which they de-
fine as, “...drugs with 
no currently accepted 
medical use and a high 
potential for abuse.” If 
the DEA ranks these 
mushrooms at the same 
level of danger as they 
do heroin, they must 
be seriously harmful… 
right?
Before we make up our 
minds on the subject, 
let’s learn a little more 
about what psilocybin 
mushrooms really do to 
the body. Drugscience.
org explains that psilo-
cybin is a tryptamine, 
which means that the 
compound closely 
resembles serotonin. 
After the body converts 
consumed psilocybin to 
psilocin, psilocin binds 
to serotonin receptors in 
the brain-, which then 
correlates to the initi-
ation of a psychedelic 
experience. It’s still not 
entirely clear exactly 
how these drugs affect 
the brain and mind, but 
institutions, like the 
University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison School of 
Pharmacy, are already 
working on how these 
substances can be used 
to fight mental illness. 

Paul Hutson, one of 
many researchers at 

The Magic of Magic
Mushrooms - Psilocybin

By: Zachary Sanborn  //  Section Editor
UW Madison’s Phar-
macy Practice Division, 
is studying the poten-
tial for psilocybin and 
related psychedelics. 
Physcadelics have been 
found to treat post-trau-
matic stress disorder, 
depression, and sub-
stance use disorders. In 
some of their studies, 
psilocybin remarkably 
improved abstinence 
among smokers at-
tempting to quit, re-
duced anxiety in termi-
nally ill patients, and 
helped alleviate depres-
sion in those who had 
failed to improve under 
any previous treatments. 
The success of these tri-
als has even convinced 
the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 
to grant Breakthrough 
Therapy Designation to 
psilocybin.
So, what’s happening to 
the minds of those hav-
ing a psychedelic ex-
perience? Hutson says. 
“Drugs such as psilo-
cybin or LSD suppress 
parts of the brain that 
control what thoughts 
will be processed, in 
a way that serotonin 
and other serotonin-en-
hancing drugs like 
antidepressants don’t.” 
He also claims that the 
brain is more intercon-
nected during a psy-
chedelic experience, as 
communication between 
the different parts of 
the brain is intensified. 
In particular, regions 
of the brain affected 
during this state control 
emotional regulation, 
memory, and cognitive 
processing. As a result, 
patients can think about 
their traumatic experi-
ences with an entirely 
new perspective, which 
grants them insight on 
how to move forward 
with their emotional 
healing. Even after the 

effects of psilocybin 
wear off, the emotional 
progress made during 
one of these sessions 
persists for months after 
the initial dosage.

While psilocybin 
mushrooms have only 
recently been cleared 
for clinical trials, psy-
chedelic users have long 
since been aware of the 
positive, healing aspects 
of the drug. Community 
driven resources like 
the Psychonaut Wiki are 
full of information from 
psychedelic users. The 
Psychonaut Wiki covers 
just about every topic 
that could be discussed 
regarding psychedelics; 
user experiences, cogni-
tive and somatic effects, 
safe psychedelic use, 
and much more. 

I think it goes without 
saying that I am in 
no way encouraging 
anyone to try something 
that is still very much 
illegal. However, psilo-
cybin mushrooms may 
not be illegal for much 
longer. Denver, Colora-
do and Oakland, Cali-
fornia have already de-
criminalized psilocybin 
mushrooms. Perhaps the 
rest of the country will 
soon follow suit, and 
you’ll be able to order 
your psychedelics from 
a dispensary. Canadian 
based website Medici-
nal Mushroom Dispen-
sary already offers mail 
order microdoses, and 
only requires confir-
mation of a patient’s 
illness, such as a doc-
tor’s note or prescrip-
tion label. Maybe it’s 
only a matter of time 
before we’ll be able to 
have magic mushrooms 
shipped right to our 
doors, too.

Illustration by My Real Clip Domain 

Astrophysicist Dame 
Jocelyn Bell-Burnell is 
credited with one of the 
most profound scien-
tific discoveries of the 
20th century; pulsars. 
According to the Na-
tional Radio Astronomy 
Observatory (NRAO), 
pulsars are extremely 
dense neutron stars, 
which are the remnants 
of dead stars that have 
exploded as superno-
vae. A typical neutron 
star contains more mass 
than our sun in a sphere 
no larger than Boston, 
which results in very 
bizarre properties. What 
makes pulsars different 
is that these stars also 
rotate incredibly quick-
ly, emitting powerful 
jets of radio waves in 
all directions as the 
star rotates, similar to 
a lighthouse, as one 
of NASA’s articles 
says. By taking precise 
measurements of these 
stars, physicists are 
able to observe how the 
universe operates while 
under conditions more 
extreme than could ever 
be replicated in a labo-
ratory.

According to the Amer-
ican Physical Society, 
Dame Jocelyn Bell-Bur-
nell was working as a 
graduate student when 
she first made the dis-
covery in 1967. She had 
spent two years prior to 
the discovery assisting 
in the construction of 
the radio telescope she 
and her advisor, Antho-
ny Hewish, were to use. 
Her job was to oper-
ate the telescope and 
analyze the data. Bear 
in mind, in the 1960’s, 
data analysis wasn’t 
as easy as it is today. 
She had to carefully 
examine over 100 feet 

Women in Science - Jocelyn
Bell-Burnell and Pulsars

By: Zachary Sanborn  //  Section Editor
of paper every day, by 
hand. 

After a few weeks of 
operation, she noticed 
an abnormality in 
the data. This ‘bit of 
scruff’, as she described 
it, was a series of strong 
fluctuations that came 
around every second, 
from the same point in 
space. This signal was 
unlike anything she or 
her advisor expected 
to see. The mysterious 
signal puzzled them so 
much, they named it 
LGM-1, for ‘little green 
men’. Although they did 
not seriously believe 
that this signal was from 
aliens, they were unable 
to rule it out as a signal 
from an extraterrestrial 
civilization, until an-
other similar signal was 
found coming from an 
entirely different loca-
tion. 

By the time Bell-Bur-
nell and Hewish had 
published a journal of 
their findings, four of 
these signals had been 
discovered, the source 
of which was still un-
known. Their announce-
ment of this discovery 
attracted plenty of 
media attention, for the 
implication that these 
signals might have been 
from extraterrestrial 
life, and for the fact that 
a woman scientist was 
involved; maybe the 
most surprising part, 
being the 60’s.

It wasn’t until later that 
astrophysicist Thom-
as Gold was able to 
show that these signals 
were originating from 
neutron stars. Until 
then, neutron stars only 
existed on paper. Their 

existence was predicted 
by Astronomers Walter 
Baade and Fritz Zwicky 
in 1933, says NASA, 
but no one knew how to 
actually find one. 

When the Nobel Prize 
in Physics was awarded 
for the discovery of pul-
sars, Bell-Burnell was 
not formally recognized 
for her role. Instead, the 
prize went to her advi-
sor, who shared it with 
another astrophysicist. 
Despite this, As Mike 
Bell of Space.com says, 
“Bell-Burnell has said 
she’s not upset about 
being left out, how-
ever, stating that she 
understands the logic of 
rewarding team leaders 
and supervisors rather 
than research students.”

In recent years, she has 
finally been rewarded 
for her efforts; not just 
for her role in discov-
ering pulsars, but also 
for her time heading 
the Royal Astronomical 
Society, and her service 
as the first female pres-
ident of both the Insti-
tute of Physics and The 
Royal Society. She has 
also continued to work 
in astronomy, while 
teaching at a variety of 
institutions. This has 
led to her becoming the 
fourth person ever to 
receive a Breakthrough 
Prize, a $3 million prize 
given to honor great 
achievements in the 
fundamental sciences. 
She has since given all 
of this money to fund 
projects for students 
of underrepresented 
groups. Truly, this is 
an incredible prize for 
an incredible woman, 
who to this day inspires 
students everywhere.

Credit: NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center Conceptual Image Lab
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Have you been wan-
dering the halls, and 
come across a flyer for 
the CCRI Swim Team? 
The Swim Team here at 
the Community Col-
lege of Rhode Island 
is a second year club. 
Last year, the first ever 
season this team had, 
was absolutely tre-
mendous. Continuing 
into the second year, 
the team has set a goal 
to surpass. The CCRI 

swimmers had broken 
many records for both 
male and female teams 
last season. Some of 
these record breakers 
are among some of the 
teams returning swim-
mers. As for returning 
swimmers, CCRI is 
thankful for, -boys- 
Josh Hernandez, Ryan 
Thibault, and Antonio 
Gonzalez; as well as 
-girls- Kelsey Treanor. 

This season the Swim 
Team presently shows 
a roster of 3 boys and 
4 girls. Our Team is 
openly seeking more 
swimmers. The CCRI 
Swim Team can be best 
categorized as talent-
ed and competitive. 
The team is seeking 
more athletes in order 
to meet competition 
requirements. The swim 
season started in Octo-
ber, and will run until 
Nation Champions in 
April 2020. All aspir-
ing and prospective 
swimmers can contact 
Coach Bouchard, with-

in reasonable hours by 
text message @: 401-
323-7577, or by email, 
rkbouchard@ccri.edu. 

In an email interview 
with Coach Bouchard, 
he says, “Swimming 
is a tremendous sport 
to be part of a Team 
and still try to accom-
plish your individual 
goals. Swimming is 
an activity that you 
can participate in your 
entire life. It is low 
impact, so injuries are 
a lot less than some 
other contact sports. 
There is a big organi-

zation that promotes 
swimming competition 
for all ages, so you are 
constantly meeting 
new friends and com-
petitors throughout the 
country…. So, give it 
a shot.. it is not to late 
contact Coach: Bob 
Bouchard [to] get in the 
best shape of your life 
and meet great friends 
who have the same 
goals as you!!!!”

The first meet is at 
Bridgewater State Col-
lege on December 7th, 
for any viewing minds 
that want to know what 

true teamwork, and 
great sportsmanship 
is like. The Unfiltered 
Lens encourages all 
swimmers at heart to 
reach out. Let your 
skills help our school’s 
newest team carry on 
the winning name for 
itself. Contact Coach 
today!

JOIN THE 
CCRI SWIM TEAM
By: Kaicie Boeglin  //  Editor-in-Chief

The Men’s Basketball 
team secured anoth-
er win last Thursday 
against Mass Bay.  
Right off the jump, 
Mass Bay traveled, 
which lost them first 
possession.  Mitchel 
Noresca was a menace 
in the paint, as usual.  
Early into the game, 
his rebounding earned 
CCRI extra and lon-
ger possessions.  He 
finished the game with 
10 rebounds.  In every 
game that Noresca has 
started, he has earned 
10 or more rebounds.  

The game lasted 10 
minutes straight, with 
not one substitute from 
CCRI.  With about 
10:45 on the clock,  Lo-
gan Grosek came into 
the game, with a hun-
ger to succeed.  CCRI 
started to maintain a 
defensive comeback 
and started stopping 
plays that they weren’t 
stopping before.  Mass 
Bay would continue to 
use the shot clock to 
their advantage.  They 
would run a wheel play 
in which, the players 
would pass it and cut 
right through the mid-
dle.  This play earned 
them a majority of their 
points until the Knights 
caught on.

Elijah Lewis led the 
Knights by example, he 
kept his teammates mo-
tivated and hungry by 
picking them up when 
they fell, and cheering 
when they made plays.  
He made a plethora of 
defensive stops and 
dominated the minds of 
Mass Bay. 

On his Birthday, Dylan 
Durante played an 
exceptional game.  The 
odds were in his fa-
vor as he dropped 23 
points.  In the first half, 
he scored nine back-to 
-back points, in less 
than five minutes.  

At halftime CCRI was 
leading 43-25, and 
it was clear what the 
outcome of this game 
would be. 

Mass Bay, clearly 
frustrated began to play 
very rough.  In one of 
the first plays of the 
half, Lewis fell onto 
Mass Bay’s, Marshall 
Martin, and Lewis sus-
tained an injury and had 
to leave the game.   The 
fall cost the Knights a 
technical foul, and two 
points from Mass Bay.  
These free throws were 
the first made baskets 
of the half.  

Tensions were extreme-
ly high, and the referees 
were trying their best 
to call all the fouls that 
they saw.  

Although, the game 
never lost any physi-
cality, it was obvious to 
the crowd and eventu-
ally Mass Bay that the 
game would result in a 
win for the Knights.  

Mikey Gamble, last 
week’s player of the 
week, played another 
amazing game as he 
was the Knights second 
leading scorer with 17 
total points.  

Also contributing 
greatly to the Knights 
were Reece Bullock 
who finished the game 
with 9, Steve Deleseo 
who finished with 8, 
and Lewis who finished 
with 6.  

The final score was 80-
59 CCRI. 

Men’s Basketball 
Secures Another Win 

By: Zola Gallo
Sports Section Editor

The disparities between 
the Lincoln field house, 
and the Warwick field 
house are intangible.  
For starters, Lincoln 
has an indoor track and 
three basketball courts.  
While Warwick is the 
main campus, and it 
is home to the main 
court that our basketball 
teams play at, Warwick 
has two other courts 
that are not as good of 
shape as the Lincoln 
facility. 

The Lincoln field house 
is newer, and cleaner.
The weight rooms are 
a different story.  Each 

weight room has its 
own perks.  For ex-
ample, Warick has a 
wall length mirror, so 
that you can see if you  
are doing the exercise 
properly, while Lincoln 
was one mirror in front 
of the squat rack. 

Lincoln is bigger, and 
you have more range 
in the exercises that 
you can do there.  If 
you are experienced 
in weight training, 
Lincoln is where you 
want to be.  It is also a 
great place to workout, 
especially if you like to 
be independent.  Be-

cause of the space, and 
the bigger variety of 
equipment, you will get 
the opportunity to be 
more private with your 
workout.  

Warwick is smaller, but 
it has more machines 
for cardio, perhaps 
making up for the miss-
ing track on campus.   

Working out is one of 
the best things that you 
can do for yourself, so 
whether it be in Lin-
coln, Warwick, or in 
your own backyard, just 
get out there and do it!  

  

Lincoln Vs. Warwick Field Houses
By: Zola Gallo// Sports Section Editor

Photo of Warwick Knight Campus Field House

How does college sports eligibility work? Each college athlete gets four years 
of eligibility. The NCAA gives an athlete five years to complete four seasons. 
Each year that an athlete participates in a sport, they lose a year of eligibility. 
If a player gets hurt, and they played less than six games, they can get a year 
back. Some athletes decide to take a break year where they can opt out to play 
in games, but still participate in practice. Typically, a player will do this their 
freshman year, so that they can get a feel for the college sports environment, 
before committing completely. 

Sports Guide 101: Eligibility Years
By: Zola Gallo  //  Sports Section Editor



ARTS & GAMES 7

SAM UNMASKED
Artist: Sydny Sauro

The Adventures of 
Cam & Cody

Artist: Cameron Brennan
Prince of Omnipotence

Artist: Cameron Brennan

Dog on the Fly
Artist: Cameron BrennanWhere To Go?

Artist: Erika Derocher

The Values I 
Hold

Artist: Erika Derocher
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APPRECIATION ART CCRI
CHRISTMAS COMMUNITY DECORATIONS
HOLIDAYS KNOWLEDGE POINSETTIA
PRESENTS PROFESSOR SEMESTER
SUBMISSION THANKFULNESS TREE
VACATION WREATH WRITING

Created by Puzzlemaker at DiscoveryEducation.com
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Across
1. The reason we have vacation
6. Who was born on Christmas?
Down
2. Will last from December 22nd to December 30th 2019
3. Father, Son, and Holy ________
4. Holds nine candles for symbolic reasoning
5. Majority of human beliefs come from ________

6 of 6 words were placed into the puzzle.

Created by Puzzlemaker at DiscoveryEducation.com
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Impeachment Inquiry to begin next phase
This week the impeachment inquiry will advance to the House 
Judiciary Committee
By: Adrian Figueroa, N/S/W Section Editor
WASHINGTON – Be-
ginning Wednesday, the 
baton will pass from 
representative Adam 
Schiff (D – California) 
and the house intel-
ligence committee to 
Jerry Nadler (D – New 
York), chairman of the 
house judiciary commit-
tee. They will begin the 
week by inviting several 
legal scholars to testify 
the basic framework of 
impeachment, a move 
likely to cement the 
seeming legitimacy of 
the impeachment inqui-
ry to the broader public. 

Nadler also extend-
ed the invitation to the 
White House, with the 
deadline to either agree 
or reject the invitation 
this past Sunday. In re-
sponse, White House le-
gal counsel sent a letter 

to the chairman, arguing 
“We cannot fairly be 
expected to participate 
in a hearing while the 
witnesses are yet to be 
named and while it re-
mains unclear whether 
the Judiciary Committee 
will afford the president 
a fair process through 
additional hearings.” 

This week the president 
will instead be visiting 
the U.K. to participate 
in a key NATO summit, 
a point that the White 
House counsel also 
pointed as a point to the 
likely inability of the 
committee to provide the 
president a fair and due 
process, a cheap run-
around aimed to again 
undermine the inquiry, 
and an argument gaining 
traction amongst ardent 
defenders of the presi-

dent. 
The arguments also fall 
in line with the presi-
dent’s pattern of stone-
walling the inquiry, 
having already notably 
blocked the access of 
documents and wit-
nesses that were asked 
to participate in the in-
telligence committee 
hearings last month, 
such as White House 
chief of Staff Mick 
Mulvaney and former 
national security advi-
sor John Bolton. 

The White House coun-
sel, Pat Cipollone, has 
not ruled out future par-
ticipation in the judicia-
ry hearings, from either 
the president’s legal ad-
visors, or the president 
himself. 

Democratic candidates following November’s debate // Demetrius Freeman, New York Times

House Judiciary committee chairman Jerry Nadler, left, speaking with republican chairman of 
the committee Doug Collins, left // Jonathan Ernst, REUTERS

Coming up on what must 
seemingly be the 10-mile 
mark of the marathon 
that is this election cy-
cle’s democratic prima-
ries, recent news of the 
campaigns has shown 
that the race itself is still 
a difficult challenge of 
maintaining a lead or 
breaking out into those 
leads. Recently, Mon-
tana Governor Steve 
Bullock has announced 
his withdrawal from the 
race, marking the 14th 
candidate to do so. With 
other candidates like 
Marianne Williamson, 
Michael Bennet, John 
Delaney and Julián Cas-
tro having missed out on 
the previous democratic 
debate in November, it 
remains a matter of time 
and will to see that the 
number of remaining 
candidates drop. 

This coupled with the 
news that California 
Senator Kamala Harris’ 
campaign beginning to 
fall apart organization-

ally and senator Cory 
booker struggling to 
make the qualifications 
for this month’s debate 
on December 19, it re-
mains to be seen if the 
field thins out further.

Or, if enough candidates 
drop out for the field to 
for it to actually thin. 
This comes on the heels 
of two more candidates 
jumping in within the 
past few weeks; Deval 
Patrick, former governor 
of Massachusetts, and 
former New York City 
mayor and billionaire 
Mike Bloomberg have 
now officially joined the 
race. This holds the list 
of notable candidates at 
16. However, given the 
stricter qualifications to 
meet this month’s de-
bate, so far only six of 
that total have met the 
thresholds to be on the 
stage.

Due to the stricter qual-
ifications, the new run-

ners won’t even quali-
fy despite being newly 
joined, so it remains to 
be seen how their cam-
paign tactics play out. 
Bloomberg will like-
ly not qualify for any, 
since he is not accepting 
any donors, using his 
own wealth to fund his 
campaign, and instead 
focusing on a media 
blitz to dredge up the 
popular support. Since 
his launch, Bloomberg 
has spent over 31 mil-
lion dollars on TV adds, 
more than most candi-
dates have spent on ad-
vertising all year. While 
it will certainly make it 
more expensive for the 
other candidates to com-
petitively purchase for 
that airtime, it’s also a 
move to have an uncer-
tain result for the former 
NYC mayor. 

This month’s debate will 
be hosted in Los Ange-
les by PBS and Politico 
on Dec. 19th. 

Shake-up to the democratic primaries
With dropouts and new runners, this primary demonstrates the ar-
duous nature of the 2020 race

By: Adrian Figueroa, N/S/W Section Editor

Judge to Face Trial for Obstruction
A Massachusetts’ judge has signaled that she will take a trial for 
aiding undocumented immigrant escape detainment
By: Adrian Figueroa, N/S/W Section Editor

Judge Shelley Joseph 
of Massachusetts had 
recently signaled her 
rejection of a plea deal 
which would stipulate 
acknowledgement that 
she had violated federal 
law in the 2018 instance 
of aiding an undocu-
mented immigrant flee 
from ICE detention. In 
a nearly unprecedented 
move, the Attorney for 
the U.S. District Court 
of Massachusetts, An-
drew Lelling, had in-
dicted Ms. Joseph and 
her court officer with 
obstruction of justice for 
preventing the ICE of-
ficer to detain the alien, 
Jose Medina-Perez in 
the Newton courtroom 
that April. 

To say that it’s a rari-
ty for a state judge to 
be indicted by a federal 
prosecutor is understat-
ed; for a Massachusetts’ 
precedent, observers go 
back to the instance of 
judge William Whiting, 
who was removed from 
the bench for defend-
ing Shays’ Rebellion in 

1787. 

Ms. Joseph’s case has 
become a spotlight 
around a key underly-
ing issue, albeit over-
looked, in the immigra-
tion firestorm, which is 
that of judicial indepen-
dence. Massachusetts 
has been a leading state 
for the past few years 
in the front of sanctuary 
cities, with numerous 
rulings passed within its 
courts aimed at curbing 
the broad powers grant-
ed to ICE under this ad-
ministration. 

Defenders of Ms. Joseph 
have made the argument 
that her case marks a 
point of collateral dam-
age in the immigration 
debate and have pointed 
to the fact that she was 
on the bench a scant few 
months prior to the inci-
dent last April. Further-
more, they warn that, 
if allowed to move for-
wards, her case may lay 
down a precedent that 
enables prosecution of 
judges, undercutting the 

fundamental indepen-
dence of the judiciary. 

Prosecutors have tried 
to reframe the argument 
in that they have tried 
to establish it as a case 
of law enforcement, 
not a repercussion of 
immigration. The point 
has merit, as even some 
of the judge’s actions 
have been hard-pressed 
to garner a round of de-
fense; namely, that she 
had ordered the clerk 
to switch off the court-
room recorder, a viola-
tion of Massachusetts’ 
court rules when trying 
to discuss how to allow 
Mr. Medina-Perez to 
evade ICE detainment. 
But a bigger point was 
being missed, as retired 
Superior Court judge 
Carol Ball argued when 
drumming up support 
of retired justices for 
Ms. Joseph, numbering 
over 60. Ball points out 
that judges’ behaviors 
are to be subject to ju-
dicial discipline, not 
federal prosecution.Judge Shelley M. Richmond Joseph, center, leaving the Boston federal courthouse in April, 
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