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RHODE ISLAND; LISTEN 
TO RAIMONDO
By: Kaicie Boeglin
Editor-in-Chief

CCRI SPRING 
SEMESTER 
GRADING 

POLICY 2020
To provide as much flexibility as pos-
sible for you to achieve your academ-
ic goals, all course grading for Spring 
2020 will default to Pass/Fail, unless 
you request a letter grade.

-All courses will automatically de-
fault to Pass/Fail, unless you request 
a letter grade.
-You will have the option to request 
a letter grade by submitting a form to 
the Records office for each class indi-
vidually no later than April 30. This 
request is final and cannot be changed 
or revoked.
-A Pass grade will count toward grad-
uation requirements and will fulfill 
CCRI program requirements.
-Neither a Pass nor Fail will be calcu-
lated in your semester or cumulative 
GPA.
-Pass/Fail grading does not apply to 
Spring courses which concluded prior 
to March 16.
-Students may request, and faculty 
may award, an Incomplete (I) grade. 
Under this scenario, faculty will 
make additional plans for the student 
to complete the course requirements. 
Students MUST be passing at the 
time the Incomplete is granted, and 
the 75% completion requirement for 
an Incomplete will be reduced to a 
50% completion requirement.
-Students may withdraw from cours-
es by April 24, but are encouraged to 
consult our Financial Aid team before 
making a final decision in order to 
understand the financial aid conse-
quences. 

These changes are ONLY in effect for 
Spring 2020. The college will resume 
its standard grading, incomplete, and 
withdrawal practices for Summer I 
and II sessions and future academic 
semesters.

On behalf of The 
Unfiltered Lens, we 

would like to extend a 
grand, and gracious , 

Thank-You to all 
Essentail workers. 

Enjoy this issue of the 
Lens and take a mo-

ment out of this crazy 
situation to relax.

Rhode Is-
land has been 
deemed by Pres-
ident Trump, 
and the White 
House’s Dr. Be-
borah Birx with 
the Coronavirus 
Task Force, to 
be caught in 
the middle. The 
beloved Ocean 
State has put in 
place precau-
tions to prevent 
the spread since 
the pandemic 
was initiat-
ed. However, 
Rhode Island 
is within close 
distance to New 
York, and Mas-
sachusetts, who 
have both been 
hit devestated-
ley by covid-19.

According to 
Dr. Birx, the 
concerns from 
our country’s 
leaders began 
to grow as the 
cases in the 
New York City 
and Boston 
areas began to 
rise. From day 
one Gov. Gina 
Raimondo has 
been at the 
forefront for 
Rhode Island. 
It is clear that 
Gov. Raimondo 
took early ac-
tion and that she 
has initiative 
to stay ahead 
of the virus, 
although she is 
the governor of 
-historically- the 
most stubborn 
state. Raimon-
do shares the 
concern of the 
White House, 
exemplified by 
the door to door 
searches for 
New Yorkers, 
and the travel 

restrictions put 
in place. To 
some this seems 
extravagant, to 
others it was a 
good deed that 
kept the streets 
clean. Results of 
Gov. Raimon-
do’s extensive 
actions ensured 
a much later 
spike. Where-
as New York, 
Massachusetts, 
and Connecti-
cut have stayed 
amongst heavily 
impacted states, 
Rhode Island 
cases, especially 
deaths, remain 
low in compar-
ison. 

For any out of 
state individual 
a self 14-day 
quarantine is 
mandated. If 
the individu-
al refuses to 
cooperate with 
quarantine, law 
enforcement can 
and will enforce 
the quarantine.  
This quarantine 
is not effective 
only for out-
of-state public 
health, public 
safety, or health-
care workers. 
Rhode Island 
State Police and 
the National 
Guard have set 
up checkpoints 
in order to ask 
drivers where 
they are going, 
or if they are 
just passing 
through. Rhode 
Island is under a 
heavily enforced 
stay-at-home 
order except for 
essential activ-
ities. Presently 
there is no 
dine-in service, 
although most 

places have 
closed for take 
out as well due 
to lost business. 
Hotels have not 
been ordered to 
close, however, 
many have shut 
their doors until 
further notice. 
State beaches 
and parks will 
remain closed 
until further 
notice. Seasonal 
campground 
openings are 
being postponed 
until at least 
May 1st. 

Gov. Raimon-
do addressed 
the possible 
and pending 
covid-19 surge 
Rhode Island is 
facing. She urg-
es her people to 
follow the social 
distance require-
ments at least. It 
is no myth that 
Rhode Island 
is stubborn as a 
whole. Raimon-
do stated that 
the number of 
cases will rise if 
she has no pub-
lic compliance. 
Everyday she 
states through 
various news 
mediums to pro-
mote her stay at 
home order. 

On April 16th, 
Gov. Raimon-
do released a 
projection of 
hospitalization 
for the state. 
This projection 
lasts through the 
end of May with 
two different es-
timations. In the 
best estimation 
the state peaks 
at May 3rd with 
2,250 beds. 
In the higher 

scenario the 
peak happens on 
April 27th with 
4,300 beds. This 
higher scenario 
is more likely 
to happen if 
social distanc-
ing orders are 
not followed. 
Raimondo is a 
true proponent 
of social mea-
sures and even 
claimed, “[t]he 
real takeaway? 
Social distanc-
ing is working. 
Social distanc-
ing is saving 
lives.”

The current 
covid-19 death 
toll for Rhode 
Island is 105, as 
of April 16th, 

2020. Eighty-
four of which 
are nursing 
home residents. 
WJAR News 
Channel 10 
records that 
these residents 
included 24 
from Golden 
Crest, 20 from 
Orchard View, 
18 from Oak 
Hill, and 5 from 
Oakland Grove. 
Dr. Nicole Al-
exander-Scott of 
the state health 
department re-
ported that new 
deaths are of 
seven people in 
their 70’s, seven 
people in their 
80’s, and four 
people in their 
90’s.

Gov. Gina Raimondo, Rhode Island Gov-
ernor circa 2017 golocalprov.com

Gov. Gina Raimondo, Rhode Island Gov-
ernor, March 1st Coronavirus meeting
Picture by Steven Senne / Associated 
Press
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911 Episode Review
By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief

On monday one of TV’s 
most iconic series fin-
ished their cliff hanger 
two episode event. The 
show 911 is a fiction 
series of the action vari-
ety, on its third season, 
with one spin off series. 
Monday, April 13th, 
was the air date for sea-
son 3 episode 14, which 
had viewers on the edge 
of their seat. 

911 is a show you don’t 
need to follow in order 
to be invested within 
an episode. The charac-
ters on the other hand 
are another story. This 
week viewers tuned in 
to see the duration, and 
aftermath, of a 911 Call 
Center undertaking an 
ambush. What the view-
ers got was a 43 minute 
mini movie with as-
pects of action, thriller, 
suspense, and mystery, 
all cascaded and sup-
plied by a romance gone 
wrong. 

The previous week 
ended with the captors 
arriving in the very 
last seconds. Monday’s 
episode took back those 
seconds, and started 
to tell the story from 
the perspective of the 
captors. Throughout the 
episode the momen-
tum shifts between 911 
dispatch, the captors, 
friends in pursuit, the 
fire department, and 

the police department. 
Though this may seem 
normal to viewers of the 
show, this episode was 
highly different. 

Writers, directors, and 
producers of 911 are 
known to put out dra-
matic, and attention 
grabbing endeavors that 
are to be crafted into 
the show. They dabble 
across the spectrum 
from life lessons, to 
challenging the aspects 
of video and cinemat-
ic thought. In the past 
two week fans of 911 
have witnessed social 
issues, common dai-
ly problems, forgery 
and corruption, a heist 
gone wrong, and how 
to outsmart the ones 
who think they have the 
power. 

New episodes come out 
Monday nights on FOX, 
at 8/7 central. To catch 
up on what you missed, 
to start from the begin-
ning, or to see what this 
article is talking about, 
visit fox.com. Make 
sure to watch the most 
recent episode on 911 
on Hulu during quaran-
tine. To stream the show 
anytime and anywhere, 
watch on your phone 
via Amazon Prime Vid-
eo, YouTubeTV, Google 
Play Movies and TV, 
VUDU, or the FOX TV 
app. 

The CCRI Food Pantry 
is offered on all of the 
CCRI campuses, for 
all CCRI students. It is 
located at the CCRI Fla-
nagan Campus in room 
1313. The CCRI Flana-
gan Campus is located 
at 1762 Louisquisset 
Pike in Lincoln, RI. The 
Food Pantry is open to 
current enrolled CCRI 
students only. The Food 
Pantry offers non-per-
ishable foods, and even 
household products as 
well. This is a service 
that will always stay 
confidential for stu-
dents. It is open over 

ATTENTION STUDENTS:
THE FOOD PANTRY IS 
STILL OPERATING

school breaks, and con-
tinues to stay running 
during the covid-19 
pandemic. The main 
purpose of the food pan-
try is for the students. 
Dean Jenkins, the Dean 
of Student Life  here at 
CCRI has teamed up 
with The Lens to speak 
on behalf of the pantry. 
This sweet lady crafted 
the idea of the pantry to 
help those students that 
sometimes can’t always 
eat. The food pantry is 
also always accepting 
donations as well. The 
pick up locations for 
each campus are as 

follows: the Lincoln 
Campus is room 1313, 
the Providence Campus 
is room 2229, the War-
wick Campus is within 
The Student Union 
(on the first floor room 
1219), and on the New-
port Campus second 
floor Admissions Area. 
Anyone with questions, 
concerns or regards for 
The Food Pantry can 
email the pantry direct-
ly at foodpantry@ccri.
edu. If anyone wants to 
talk with Dean Jenkins 
herself about the food 
pantry, please email her 
at cjenkins@ccri.edu. 

MEME OF THE WEEK
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Quarantine

F F L D A V S E W A O T W A B O Q V C J

C V D W P U A A F R C P M I G F H N O B

T E N I T N A R A U Q E B I D E N W R E

E I F W V A P Q C S R A I M O N D O O L

H L J M V O C O E I C N S U X A P M N I

R S E W S X C I C O C A E M N H D Y A T

V P N C B I R A N V T H C B T Y D D V I

J F K F T A L S O P O U R A O O C P I S

M U N X M I U A Y N H W U I B N O S R M

K A R I P M O S T P H Q O Z V U S B U T

P R R M E H S N U I Z A S B M D A T S T

T P U R F H A J P Z P Q E Q N D S C B T

F R I U V N F E S V O A R E N I L N O Q

T S I G P U J D J I F M C Y B A D U D X

M E X Q J L Q E X P D C D D Y Q Y V T L

AMERICA BIDEN CAPITALISM
CONSUMERISM CORONAVIRUS COVID
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15 of 15 words were placed into the puzzle.

Created by Puzzlemaker at DiscoveryEducation.com

 

AMERICA, BIDEN, CAPITALISM, CONSUMERISM, CORONAVIRUS, 
COVID, ELECTION, ELITISM, ONLINE
PRIMARIES QUARANTINE, RAIMONDO, RESOURCES, 
TRUMP, WUHAN
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STAFF

When a band manifests 
a sound it is as if mixing 
the products of a potion. 
Each element combines 
together to create some-
thing magical. If you 
would like your ears to 
hear some real magic, 
then take a dive into this 
exposé and discover 
Cook Thugless. 

For the last five years, 
Cook Thugless worked 
the music circuit around 
New Jersey, New York 
City, and Brooklyn. In 
2019 these guys took 
their work from coast 
to coast, by making the 
move to Los Angeles. 
Something cool to note, 
is that these musicians 
got to open for Wyclef 
Jean at the Miracle 
Theater in Inglewood, 
California.

One song and you will 
be hooked, no matter 
which one you choose. 
This is no ordinary 
band, and by no means 
any ordinary group. 
Cook Thugless is a col-
laboration of eight souls 
that engineered a new 
sound out of an emerg-
ing scene. It all began in 
2012 when these artists 
were classmates at Rut-
gers University, in New 
Brunswick. They were 
messing around with 
experimental music, and 
getting lost in the local 
basement scene. Two 
of the Cook Thugless 
rappers were actually in 
school for acting. 

I have come to classify 
these humans as the 

fine line between a band 
and music makers. This 
is a group that under-
stands that the artform 
of music is about more 
than just a voice and 
instruments. Plus, they 
have some interesting 
stage names of which 
they each deserve their 
own opening. Out of the 
eight people, only three 
are not involved with 
vocals; Riley Bryne on 
bass; Brian Clines on 
saxophone and flute; as 
well as, Jace Limb who 
is a producer, engineer, 
plays guitar, and is one 
of three graphic de-
signers on board. Next 
up is mistakeboi, who 
happens to be a produc-
er, engineer, vocalist, 
graphic designer, and 
plays trombone. For 
my favorite instrument 
of drums, J-Titty slams 
away. J-Titty is also one 
of the group’s vocalists. 
The one to do only vo-
cals is 99pines, leaving 
JeanLouis and Kai Cola. 
JeanLouis is one of 
the Thugless vocalists, 
while also harboring 
the title video director 
and editor. However, 
Kai Cola is also a video 
director, editor, and the 
group cinematographer; 
who also does graphic 
design, and vocals as 
well.

Again, Cook Thugless 
is the fine line between 
a band and true music 
makers. Not only does 
this group recognize the 
roles outside of instru-
mentation and vocaliza-
tion, but, they also took 

the steps to bust ass and 
make aspirations come 
true. Amidst playing 
countless shows on the 
East Coast the group 
began to feel as though 
they plateaued. In 2019 
they went to LA and 
moved in together for 
the first time, making 
memories that would 
ultimately last a life-
time. If we want to, or 
expect to hear about it 
at all, we must wait for 
the upcoming album in 
May.

It is time for the million 
dollar question: What 
genre is this band? Well, 
let us have them answer 
that. After an email 
interview, this was their 
response, “Ah, the age 
old question. This has 
always been a weird one 
for us because we’ve 
tried out a lot of dif-
ferent sounds over the 
years. There’s definitely 
rapping. So it’s rap. But, 
I don’t think that calling 
us a “rap group” tells 
the full story. For ex-
ample, we just released 
a single called Pink 
Pilot that’s straight up 
a pop song with some 
indie and funk influ-
ences... but the single 
we released two weeks 
earlier has elements of 
hardcore and screamo 
music. The upcoming 
album is gonna have 
some trap vibes, pop 
punk vibes, industrial, 
psychedelic type stuff… 
We just like music.“

In our interview I had 
asked my own personal 

million dollar question. 
Which was in regards 
to the name. While at 
Rutgers, one of the 
founding members and 
a current member of 
Cold Weather Company, 
Jeff Petescia, had joked 
that their campus Cook 
Douglass sounded like a 
rap group named Cook 
Thugless. Any Rutgers 
alumni can catch the 
reference, but for others 
it remains unknown till 
now.

Cook Thugless is not 
stubborn when it comes 
to releasing tunes. In 
order of release, there 
is the following: Space, 
their first LP released in 
2013. Spontaneous Mix-
tape, a 2014 EP. Time, 
a 2015 LP. House Cat, 
a single from 2016. Va-
cation Blend II, the EP 
from 2016. Money, the 
2017 LP. Lockjaw, the 
single from 2018 fea-
turing Shyrley. LUXE, 
the 2019 LP. Lost in 
LA, the 2019 EP. And 
lastly, Dirty Blue, a 
single from 2019. All 
music from this band 
can be found on major 
streaming services such 
as YouTube, Spotify, 
Apple Music, and Tik-
Tok. Deep cuts can be 
navigated through the 
groups bandcamp ac-
count, at cookthugless.
bandcamp.com

So far in 2020 the band 
has released the songs 
“Moshpit” and “Pink 
Pilot”, both of which 
are personal favorites. 
2020 will also be seeing 
a new album for the 
band. Their upcoming 
piece of work is entitled 
Yikes, and as for a drop 
date please refer to the 
band’s Facebook page, 
their Instagram @cook-

thugless, or their official 
website cookthugless.
com. Despite the current 
state of event suspen-
sion due to covid-19, 
the band still plans to 
conquer the areas of 
Chicago, Washington 
DC, and North Caro-
lina. “Even though the 
tour isn’t going down 
as planned, it still feels 
good to have a vision 
for expanding our hori-
zons.”

As for everything going 
on in the world, specifi-
cally our country, it has 
become hard for some 
artists to stay afloat. 
There have been many 
occurences where this 
band could have given 
up, yet they are in a 
continuum of success. 
Also, while building fan 
admiration. This is what 
C.T.’s Jace Limb had to 
say in response when 
asked, what is the hard-
est part about being in 
the rise to fame: “Also 
there’s the general woes 
of being independent. 
A lot of artists and 
projects that make their 
way out into the world 
have the support of a 
label or distributor, or 
someone else funneling 
a ton of money into the 
thing to make sure the 
music gets seen and 
heard. We’ve never had 
the money to do that, 
so we have to do work. 
There’s a lot of us, but 
there’s even more work 
to do: writing, record-
ing, mixing, planning 
videos, getting props, 
locations, extras, shoot-
ing and editing and 
coloring the videos, 
writing up press releas-
es, researching con-
tacts, booking venues, 
rehearsing the live set, 
playing shows, photo 
shoots, running the 
webstore, graphic de-
sign work… It’s a lot of 
planning and discussion 
and it’s all generally 
done on little to no bud-
get so we’ve had to get 
creative on how to pull 
all of these things off. 
At the end of the day, 
we all want a product 
that we can feel proud 
presenting to the world. 
It’s exhausting, but also 
the most fulfilling thing 
when we pull it off “

Could you find yourself 
seeing eye to eye with 
the idea of Cook Thug-
less rising to the top? 
Do you believe they 
could become a global 

sensation? I do. Follow 
them on Instagram and 
Facebook! Stream mu-
sic on Spotify, or watch 
the song as a story on 
YouTube! Whatever 
you do, check out Cook 
Thugless. Listen to the 
sweet melodies and 
intuitive lyrics pro-
vided by  “Lockjaw”. 
Party it up, and rage 
with “Moshpit”.  Or 
even take a nice skate 
with “Pink Pilot”. From 
words, to instrumenta-
tion, to videos and cin-
ematography, this octet 
has paved a firm path to 
the top for themselves. 

Now let’s see if they 
make it. 

Livin’ Like A Local Chapter XVIIII:
COOK THUGLESS

By: Kaicie Boeglin
Editor-in-Chief

Picture to the Left; (Live Squad) shot by 
Anthony Vito
Picture on Bottom Left; (LA Squad) shot 
by Anthony King
Picture on Bottom Right; (LA Squad) 
shot by Cook Thugless



4 OPINION-EDITORIAL4
Allan Hunter Writes, GenderQueer: A 

Story From a Different Closet
By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief

Our bodies were forged 
within that of another, 
by no choice of our 
own. It isn’t until we 
are born and raised 
that we can develop a 
persona all on our own. 
This includes likes 
and dislikes, hobbies 
and passions, sexual 
orientation and identity, 
on top of so much more. 
As we grow up, some 
start to believe that they 
are not examined under 
the right lens. 

Allan Hunter is a New 
York gender activist, 
with a degree in 
Women’s Studies, and 
graduate degrees in 
Sociology and Social 
Work. The Unfiltered 
Lens agrees this author 
could have the next New 
York Times best seller 
on his hands. The last 
decade eased up on the 
tension for the LGBT 
community. However, 
the letter Q was also 
added to the acronym, 
but not shown as much 
love. GenderQueer: A 
Story From a Different 
Closet  is Hunter’s book 
about a coming of age 
in an era where coming 
out was not deemed to 
be okay. 

Hunter crafts together 
the character of Dereck, 
who is a beautiful 
hearted female confined 
by male parts. Dereck 
has a story that matches 
many souls across the 
nation, for Dereck is 
the embodiment of “Q”. 
Throughout Dereck’s 
journey, Hunter 
uses the character to 

break the stigma of a 
marginalized person. 
This is a true tale of 
a genderqueer hero. 
Someone who knows 
what they want and 
what they want to be, 
while also taking the 
time to discover what 
that means. Dereck was 
born male, identifies 
female, but does not 
seek to be perceived as 
female. This is where 
Hunter creates his 
magic.

Allan Hunter takes 
many controversies 
from real life while 
allowing his book to 
expand the thoughts 
between self-
introspection and the 
perception of others. 
To be genderqueer, 
or genderfluid, is not 
the same as being 
transgender. Mind over 
matter can be attributed 
in this situation. In 
the mind, a person 
can identify one way 
and act one way, but 
on the outside will 
look aesthetically 
different. The biggest 
difference is that there 
is no transition. Mind 
over matter also goes 
hand in hand with 
the book’s theme of 
sexual aggression in 
heterosexual males. 
Amidst Dereck’s 
journey is the prospect 
that sexist propaganda 
is what creates drive 
and sexual aggression 
in heterosexual males. 
This ultimately helps 
Dereck ponder the 
question of if Dereck 
could be accepted in the 

world as a male woman.

To be genderqueer 
still confuses some of 
the population. Many 
believe that claiming 
to be genderqueer 
is a trend that will 
quickly die out. 
GenderQueer: A Story 
From a Different 
Closet demonstrates 
not only the story of 
an individual who 
identifies this way, 
but also answers the 
questions of the straight 
community. Dereck 
is on an endeavor that 
is an attempt to fit in 
and be accepted, while 
fighting to stay true to 
what Dereck sees as 
their real life. 

GenderQueer: A Story 
From a Different 
Closet comes highly 
recommended from the 
entire Lens editorial 
board. The book has 
a target audience of 
university students, 
young adults, workers 
with the youth, and 
anyone trying to 
redefine gender roles. 
The original manuscript 
for Hunter’s book won 
an award from the 
Cisco Writers Club 
Competition. As times 
rapidly change, if this 
book started to appear 
on high school English 
curriculums, we here 
at The Unfiltered Lens 
would not be shocked. 
If you are a person who 
loves getting wrapped 
up in the life of a 
character, then you need 
to read Allan Hunter’s 
GenderQueer today.

“A poem inspired by the windows view 
about the highest floor of my grandeur 

college campus (2020)”
By: Richard Celestino Antonio

 
The sun is out this afternoon,
but my gut tells me it doesn’t belong.
Far to the northeast I see,
a landfill the shape of a mound of grass;
emerald green, who’d have known?
No more than 10 feet in front of the glass,
A larger than average size american flag stands 
tall..........
Its red stripes reflecting off a tractor driving 
through the parking lot,
with no earthly business being there.
The windows shining back red,
a game of table tennis light took offense too.
The windows shining back red,
yet the metal PROUDLY showed off a fresh new 
coat,
red.
The sky is blue, hyperbolically so,
But my gut tells me it doesn’t belong.
High in the sky darts by
a yellow shooting star.
A hammers clang shoots through the air,
Demolition day.
Atop a hill I find myself,
straight ahead slides down the parking lot.
Classes just got out.
To the north, west and even east,
I see trees.
some violet, some bare...
Most were other colors.
Some were still, others lethargic,
many,
dancing to the beat of harrying winds.
Molecules resembling a landfill infiltrate my 
nostrils;
Amaryllis and Angelica, oh how I’ve missed 
you!
I blink quickly, encountering a flash of or-
ange.
I awaken to nothing the sort.

“WILLIAM”
By: Kaicie Boeglin

The lonesome conversationalist sat in his home
Nothing was about in this quiet, average abode.
The man, alone, did sit facing a wall
Facing that wall he had a good ole spat
He chatted about this and he chatted about that.
And yet he was alone.

Or this was so we thought,
because, as you see the old man’s thoughts weren’t scattered or lost...
He was speaking to the others that drift in through the breeze.
The eclectic whispers that WE only hear in dreams. 
These are the voices that this poor man’s ear drums repeat.

There he sits in his eighteenth century chair
Staring at a wall, no mirror, just bricks-
Looking as if he is a part of the Premium Alzheimer’s Kit
Kicker is he’s thirty seven with an addiction to theory
I remember his favorite and I start thinking clearly

The mind recaptures all the times simultaneously,
leaving dialogues to interlink freely, igniting a spark of insanity.
What happened now, is happening then, and what happened yesterday will 
happen again.
We survive through memories when there is nothing left,
But what do you remember when there is nothing left to forget?

I’m not here now, 
-nor have I ever been.
This lonesome man is you.
I’m just the storyteller in your head.

(This Poem is dedicated to the memory of William Patenaude, III  July 31st, 
1980 - June 23rd, 2018)

ALBUMS TO JAM WITH IN 2020; 
THAT HAVE BEEN RELEASED IN 

2020
By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief

1.) 3.15.20 - Donald Glover
2.) Circles - Mac Miller
3.) Music to be Murdered By - Eminem
4.) Funeral - Lil Wayne
5.) Yikes - Cook Thugless
6.) Father of All Motherfuckers - Green Day
7.) The New Abnormal - The Strokes
8.) Good To Know - JoJo
9.) Tickets To My Downfall - MGK
10.) Before Love Came To Kill Us - Jessie Reyez
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Everyone should have a 
good indie and alterna-
tive rock band on their 
playlist. Regardless of 
if it is an entire stream, 
or just one song, bless 
your ears with the band 
Sonoa. Based out of 
New Brunswick, New 
Jersey is the band that 
produces smooth jams 
with a complex nature.

This group has a great 
blend of people in it. 
Gabriel Yoder Shenk 
represents the lead vo-
cals for the band while 
also strumming along. 
Luis Pimentel takes on 
lead guitar, all the while 
providing a good set of 
backing vocals. As for 
the drummer, Anthony 
Gallardo-Vega passion-
ately pounds away.
Last, but in no way 
least, Chris Castano 
completes the ensem-
ble as the bass player. 
Sonoa was formed 
in 2017 by Gabe and 

Livin’ Like A Local Chapter XX:
SONOA

By: Samuel Glassett // Contributing Consultant

Anthony, with Luis and 
Chris to join the mix in 
June of 2018.

When I find myself 
listening to these guys, 
you can catch me blast-
ing “Before I Die” and 
“Johnny”, off of their 
LP Waves of Changes. 
To be honest, I like the 
entire LP. Therefore, to 
pick just one favorite 
song was truly hard. 
The love for this band 
burrows deep, and new 
hits are underway. “No 
Matter” is a new single 
from the upcoming LP 
that I have on repeat. 
This is the only track 
from the upcoming 
feature to be released so 
far.

So far Sonoa has only 
released their LP Waves 
of Change, and the 
single No Matter with 
a hopeful upcoming LP 
release. You can find 

Sonoa on Spotify, Goo-
gle Play Music, Apple 
Music, and YouTube. If 
it is a standard, modern, 
streaming service, then 
you can be sure to find 
them. Make sure to fol-
low them on Instagram 
@sonoaband, and check 
for updates on Face-
book under the band’s 
page.

SURPRISE! There’s 
more. Sonoa released 
that word that they will 
be dropping another 
new single off their up-
coming work of art. The 
song is entitled window 
shopping and you can 
find the pre-save link 
on the band’s Instagram 
page. In light of quar-
antine and lock down 
orders, this group of 
aesthetically artsy peo-
ple is about to dish out 
another taste of what is 
to come for their music 
in 2020.

Picture supported by Sonoa Band, supplied by band’s Instagram @
sonoaband; Left to right, Luis, Gabe, Anthony, Chris

#MUSICWITHPRESPECTIVE
A Gene Spotlight on Deathcore

By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief

Everyone can listen to 
music. Visualize and 
witness it. But we all 
interpret music in a dif-
ferent way. Every mind 
is unique. The human 
mind allows us to dis-
tinguish which genres, 
and bands, we like from 
the ones we believe to 
be absolutely horrid. It 
seems simple, but yet 
in reality it’s not.  It is 
easier to deem some-
thing bad, rather than to 
look into it for anything 
good, and rather invig-
orating. All humans 
get scared. We fear the 
unknown, and when 
we settle for something 
we know well it is hard 
to explore something 
new. A true music lover 
will tell you to give 
everything a shot, even 
if it is just for one time. 
Every genre of music 
has subgenres that allow 
artists to output a dif-
ferent theme or motive. 
All musicians want their 
work to be heard. In this 
world it all comes down 

to perspectives. Our 
individual perspectives 
are our instincts and 
our basis for life. When 
our perspective alters 
in anyway; the way we 
look at the world around 
us changes. Music isn’t 
only created, it is per-
ceived and responded 
to. 

Deathcore: Some people 
may be turned away by 
this word and may con-
sider it to be scary. But 
what does that mean to 
people who don’t even 
understand genres? 
Deathcore is a genre of 
music that combines 
elements of hard rock, 
heavy metal, death met-
al and metalcore. Now 
what does that mean? 
Musically speaking, it 
means adventuring deep 
into an art platform. 
Characteristics of death-
core can be, blast beats, 
down tuned guitars, 
growled lyrics, break-
downs, and then metal 

riffs and tuning. Low 
growls and deep shrieks 
may not be every listen-
er’s cup of tea, however, 
these vocalists deserve 
some credit. It takes 
talent and practice to be 
able to control your vo-
cal cords in such a way 
that manipulates various 
octaves. Bands such as 
Whitechapel, Carnifex, 
Thy Art is Murder, 
and Suicide Silence 
are credited for being 
deathcore bands that 
are better known. Some 
argue that these bands 
are not pure deathcore. 
From the inception to 
the final product, a band 
goes through many 
changes. In the local 
stages bands can start 
sensationally heavier 
than what they turn out 
to be in the end.  Bring 
Me The Horizon is an 
example of a band that 
began in the depths of 
deathcore, and branched 
into pop metal as their 
fame aged.

IMSTA announces the 2020 Song-Writing Competition. This competi-
tion provides aspiring and established song-writers the opportunity to 
attend Black Rock Studios in Santorini Greece. IMSTA accepts song 
submissions of songs in any genre. Live-judging is held at every IM-
STA FESTA location. All song submissions will be reviewed, and you 
will receive an e-mail notifying you if you are one of the Finalists and 
must attend judging. 1st place, and 1st runner-up are awarded at Judging 
promptly at 5:00 pm at each IMSTA FESTA.

Black Rock Studios is considered one of the most beautiful studios 
in the world. Each year Black Rock hosts Songwriting Camps at 
their picturesque location on Santorini Island in Greece. This camp 
is attended by some of the most talented songwriters in the world. 
The Grand Prize winner will attend Black Rock Studios songwrit-
ing camp the following year. They will receive free airfare from the 
continental USA and Canada to and from Santorini and free accom-
modations in Santorini courtesy of Black Rock Studios & IMSTA.                                                                  
This year IMSTA FESTA is in New York celebrating music technology. 
The event and competition will be held at the SAE Institute NY, on 
September 19th. The event takes place from 11 am to 6 pm. IMSTA 
FESTA is a FREE event open to everyone in the music making commu-
nity; professional and semi-professional musicians, songwriters, music 
producers, and audio engineers, as well as music students and educators. 
Please visit imsta.org for competition rules and regulations, guidelines, 
and any other details.

SAE Institute New York
218 W 18th Street, 4th Floor
New York, NY 10011
US

Song-Writing Challenge Sponsered by 
IMSTA

By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief

Picture to the right is of IMSTA 
Song Competition New York 2019 

contestants

KURT COBAIN
02-20-1967  ~  04-05-1994

27 years ago, He was still 26. #27club
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Spring Fever
By: Rachel Madrid

I Light My Own Way
Photo Shot By: Kaicie Boeglin

Jill, The Mermaid of Your 
Dreams

By: Kaicie Boeglin

Sun 
&

Moon

By:

Leanna
Chabot

The Bath House
By: Kaicie Boeglin

Painting submitted by Samuel 
Glassett

Out on the Ride, in 
the Midnight Sky, 

With No Words Left 
to Say Between You 

and I

By:

Rachel Madrid

for

Kaicie Boeglin
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By: Rose Pauline Johnson

Inner Confusion, & Torment
By: Jacques Leclaire

Spring Fever
By: Rachel Madrid

By: Rose Pauline Johnson

Sharp Shooter
By: Rachel Madrid

Submission from Libra of the Constellation via email

Submission from Cherry Bunny via email

Who is Mango?Who is Mango?
By: Lucas Facker Jr.By: Lucas Facker Jr.

Dylan Boulet
By: Kaicie Boeglin
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PROVIDENCE, R.I. 
— All Rhode Island 
state employees that 
currently make mini-
mum wage are expected 
to receive an additional 
$1 per hour by the end 
of 2020. Governor Gina 
Raimondo signed a bill 
into law on Tuesday 
March 10th, that rais-
es the minimum wage 
from $10.50 to $11.50. 
The change is effective 
starting October 1st, 
2020. The state House 
of Representatives 
passed this legislation in 
late February.

Republicans voted 
against the bill, to argue 
that the steadily rising 
wage is a threat to hurt 
employers that could 
potentially lead to job 
losses. The opposed 
Democrats that sup-
ported the bill, were 
happy, although they 
had requested a higher 
raise. The current state 
minimum wage for 
Rhode Island has been 
increased multiple times 
since 2012, when it was 
set $7.40. 

The federal minimum 
wage still remains at 
$7.25. The Rhode Island 
tipped wage remains at 
$3.89 for any employee 
accepting gratuities. For 
the majority of 2020 
college students, the 
lowest minimum wage 
earned was $8.00. In 
2000, Rhode Island 

minimum wage was 
$5.65. In 2001, it was 
upped to $6.15. From 
2004-2006 the in-
crease raised the min-
imum wage to $6.75. 
From 2007-2012 state 
minimum increased 
to $7.40, with a thir-
ty-five cent increase 
for 2013. As for 2014, 
the amount climbed 
to $8.00. In 2015, the 
amount rose to $9.00. 
For 2016 and 2017, 
minimum remained 
at $9.60. In 2018 the 
wage rose once again, 
rounding off to $10.10, 
but only lasting a year. 
As of January 1st, 2019, 
minimum wage in the 
state of Rhode Island is 
$10.50. 

The hourly rate in 
Massachusetts is cur-
rently $12.00, but will 
be upped to $12.75 this 
year. Connecticut’s min-
imum wage is currently 
$11.00, and is seeing 
no change this year. 
Maine’s minimum wage 
is currently $11.00, but 
is being raised to $12.00 
this year. New Hamp-
shire’s minimum wage 
is currently $7.75, and 
this wage has remained 
unchanged for the past 
11 years. These rates 
were extracted from 
the Annual Federal and 
State Minimum Wage 
Rates, compiled by the 
Economic Research 
done by the Federal Re-
serve Bank of St. Louis. 

RI to Expect Minimum 
Wage Increase

By: Kaicie Boeglin
Editor-in-Chief

Chart provided by patriotsoftware.com stock image.

“The War Continues”
By: Jillian Jacobs

WARWICK, RI - Vice 
President of Academ-
ic Affairs, Rosemary 
Costigan, reports that 
CCRI donated thou-
sands of Personal Pro-
tective Equipment to 
covid-19 frontlines. 

Any difference is a 
difference. CCRI is the 
only community college 
for the state, although 
we have four campus-
es. One of CCRI’s top 
academic fields of study 
is the Nursing Program. 
Due to the administra-
tion deciding to move 
forward with remote 
learning, CCRI was 
able to dispatch sup-
plies that would other-

wise go unused until the 
fall. 

The donations made by 
CCRI include:
337 N95 Masks, 2,310 
surgical masks, 640 
gowns, 440 disposable 
lab coats, 63,820 pairs 
of surgical gloves, 5 
bottles of 67-ounce 
alcohol based sanitizer, 
7 bottles of 7-ounce 
alcohol based sanitizer, 
10 bottles of 18-ounce 
alcohol based sanitizer, 
23 containers of Sani-
Cloth wipes, 18 contain-
ers of Lysol, 2 contain-
ers of Clorox germicidal 
bleach, and 2 boxes of 
cotton swabs.

CCRI Donates PPE
By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief

CCRI is home to a vast variety of people, who are all on a different journey. The scope of students 
is on a spectrum that includes high school graduates, mid-aged family members, and eldery folk all 
looking to further their lives. Though most of the student body is taking General Education classes, 
many students are still undecided on a major. A major is a specialized area of study in which some have 
concentrations. For example, with a major in Secondary Education there needs to be a concentration in 
a corresponding field of study, such as English, History, Science or Mathematics. Our whole lives we 
are forced to grow up, and even worse is we were forced to know what we want to do with our lives. 
We were pushed to succeed only, instead of exploring the opportunities that arise around us as well. If 
you are undecided, it is best to explore your interests and decide on something that will inspire you. 
Choose something that you have a passion for. CCRI offers a number of clubs and organizations that 
can help students figure out where their passions really lie. Also, make sure in class to give your all and 
pay attention. New ideals could become a muse and pave a new direction for you to follow. If a student 
has already made a plan for their future and has declared a major then all their classes, even general 
education courses, will be geared towards their major. This provides a step up for students planning 
to transfer. It allows for credits already obtained to be used to their full extent, and reduces the before 
graduation. Deciding a major does not predict or guarantee a certain future, but it does pose a vision 
for what your life could look like. There is no rush to declare a major because whatever you decide on 
should be something you plan to stick by. Many good things can come from choosing a major, from 
career preparation, to exploring what the potential earnings would be. People can declare a major and 
then change it or even do a double major. There is a saying that time flies by when you are having fun; 
so why waste your time stressing out about something that doesn’t matter to you, when you can in-
tertwine your hobbies, interests and passions to find a job that won’t only suit you, but also make you 
happy. 

CCRI; Opinion-Editorial; Deciding on a Major
By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief

RHODE ISLAND 
PRIDE 2020 HAS 

BEEN POSTPONED

BY: Rose Pauline 
Johnson


