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Charles Lieber; 
Academic Espionage or 
Biological Warfare?
By: Rachel Madrid, with contributions by Kaicie Boeglin
Charles M. Lieber is an 
American scientist and 
biologist who specializes in 
nanoscience and nanotech-
nology. Since 2015 he has 
been Harvard University’s 
Chair for the Department 
of Chemistry and Chemical 
Biology. The scientist has 
multiple awards, and has 
books backing his significant 
scientific findings throughout 
the years. This evidence con-
tributed to him being a huge 
contribution to American 
science. The Lieber Research 
Group has received more 
than $15,000,000 in grants 
from the National Institute of 
Health, and Department of 
Defense. 

On January 28, 2020, Lieber 
was arrested for lying to the 
FBI about receiving research 
fundings from China that 
exceeded $1.5 million. These 
finances covered costs for 
living expenses, travel, and 
even the establishment of a 
laboratory in Wuhan Univer-
sity of Technology. 

In 2011 without Harvard’s 
knowledge, Lieber became a 
“strategic scientist” at WUT. 
From 2012-2017 Lieber be-
came a contractual candidate 
for China’s Thousand Talents 
Plan. What is the Thousand 
Talents Plan? The Thousand 
Talents Plan is a prominent 
program that China put 
into place to recruit Chi-
nese and foreign scientists.
This was intended to further 
the scientific development, 
national security, and eco-
nomic prosperity of China. 
This program even praised 
plagiarized proprietary infor-
mation. During this contract-
ed time with the Chinese, 
Lieber received such fund-
ings. In an interview with 
investigators on April 24, 
2018, Lieber told investiga-
tors that he was never asked 
to join the program, although 
he claimed he did not know 
how China categorized him. 
Later in November 2018, Li-
eber told Harvard to falsely 
tell investigators that he had 
no connection to WUT after 
2012, and that the university 

exaggerated his involvement 
over the years. 

Due to Lieber attempting to 
get college officials to falsify 
statements, two ivy league 
schools are now under inves-
tigation. The Department of 
Education opened an inves-
tigation against Harvard and 
Yale, saying money accepted 
from China, Saudi Arabia 
and elsewhere may be ‘sig-
nificantly underestimated’. 

The Department of Educa-
tion has concerns about Har-
vard’s controls over foreign 
money. Whereas Yale had 
responded to the Department 
of Ed.’s request for foriegn 
gifts and contracts, Harvard 
never responded with any 
commentary. It is believed 
that Harvard foreign gifts 
and contracts were controlled 
by the wrong hands, and 
were never fully reported for 
suspicious reasoning.

The suspicions surrounding 
the Lieber case have the me-
dia in a buzz. Rumours of es-
pionage began to surface, as 
well as possible connections 
to the Covid_19 pandemic. 
Although Dr. Lieber had a 
laboratory set up in Wuhan’s 
University of Technology, 
there is no viable connection 
between Lieber, or any of his 

research assistants, with the 
current coronavirus pan-
demic. Arrested at the same 
time in connection to Lieber 
were two Chinese nationals, 
who were posing as current 
researchers at Boston Univer-
sity, and a Boston Hospital.

The official Department of 
Justice’s official report states 
that Charles Lieber, 60, has 
been charged with fraudulent 
statements and aiding the 
People’s Republic of China. 

“Yanqing Ye, 29, a Chinese 
national, was charged in an 
indictment today with one 
count each of visa fraud, 
making false statements, act-
ing as an agent of a foreign 
government and conspiracy. 
Ye is currently in China.” 

“Zaosong Zheng, 30, a Chi-
nese national, was arrested 
on Dec. 10, 2019, at Boston’s 
Logan International Airport 
and charged by criminal 
complaint with attempting to 
smuggle 21 vials of biolog-
ical research to China.  On 
Jan. 21, 2020, Zheng was 
indicted on one count of 
smuggling goods from the 
United States and one count 
of making false, fictitious or 
fraudulent statements.  He 
has been detained since Dec. 
30, 2019.”

Harvard Chair 
Dr. Charles 
Lieber, 
Photo
supplied by 
Harvard Staff 
Directory

CCRI SPRING 
SEMESTER 
GRADING 

POLICY 2020
To provide as much flexibility as pos-
sible for you to achieve your academ-
ic goals, all course grading for Spring 
2020 will default to Pass/Fail, unless 
you request a letter grade.

-All courses will automatically de-
fault to Pass/Fail, unless you request 
a letter grade.
-You will have the option to request 
a letter grade by submitting a form to 
the Records office for each class indi-
vidually no later than April 30. This 
request is final and cannot be changed 
or revoked.
-A Pass grade will count toward grad-
uation requirements and will fulfill 
CCRI program requirements.
-Neither a Pass nor Fail will be calcu-
lated in your semester or cumulative 
GPA.
-Pass/Fail grading does not apply to 
Spring courses which concluded prior 
to March 16.
-Students may request, and faculty 
may award, an Incomplete (I) grade. 
Under this scenario, faculty will 
make additional plans for the student 
to complete the course requirements. 
Students MUST be passing at the 
time the Incomplete is granted, and 
the 75% completion requirement for 
an Incomplete will be reduced to a 
50% completion requirement.
-Students may withdraw from cours-
es by April 24, but are encouraged to 
consult our Financial Aid team before 
making a final decision in order to 
understand the financial aid conse-
quences. 

These changes are ONLY in effect for 
Spring 2020. The college will resume 
its standard grading, incomplete, and 
withdrawal practices for Summer I 
and II sessions and future academic 
semesters.

On behalf of The 
Unfiltered Lens, we 

would like to extend a 
grand, and gracious , 
Thank-You to all es-

sentail workers. Enjoy 
this issue of the Lens 
and take a moment 

out of this crazy situa-
tion to relax.
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enlightens the entire 
college community, 

while providing infor-
mation in an unvar-
nished manner that 
seeks thoughtful re-

sponses, dialogue and, 
of course, action. 

We fully understand 
serving students is our 

clear objective and 
recognize the impact 

and, more importantly, 
the importance of this 

endeavor. 
We realize we do not 
make news but cover 
events that stimulate 
our community, im-

prove college life and 
strengthen our 

Democracy.
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Samuel; Grace Paley’s 
tale of casual fun that 
goes awry. The story is 
named after the charac-
ter that inevitably dies. 
However, it is unclear 
whether this said char-
acter was a fictional 
human or not. As a story 
written in the 1960s, the 
fact that these young 
boys were playing in 
between subway cars is 
not a shocker. This was 
more common in the 
era of the 60s, versus 
the conservative era 
surrounding today. This 
story is also set in a city. 
This means subways 
and trains were the most 
basic and affordable 
means of transportation. 
The children back then 

were also less shel-
tered. The sixties were 
a time that kids really 
did learn life lessons on 
their own. Hints that are 
dropped throughout the 
stories ending, through 
the actions of Samuel’s 
friends after his death, 
show that they did in-
deed learn a life lesson.

Samuel teaches that 
fun isn’t worth risking 
your life. Life is spon-
taneous, no one truly 
knows what they will 
encounter next, espe-
cially when spontaneous 
events are caused by the 
actions of others. This is 
why I enjoy the ending 
snippet; the part that 
incorporates the reac-

tion of  Samuel’s moth-
er. Also, with the added 
extent that she tries to 
replicate his existence 
it just goes to show that 
this world will continue 
to create new life. Re-
gardless of if that new 
life is a true replication 
of one passed. Though 
new life can always be 
created, lives lost can 
never be brought back 
or returned. Pause and 
rewind buttons are non-
existent in our reality, 
perception of time, and 
history. 

Story Recap 1:
Grace Paley’s Samuel v. The 60’s

By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief

A tall slender man sat 
upon a black leather 
couch. Aloft his head 
were the numerous 
clouds of smoke he had 
created, colliding into 
one another, thus putting 
the room into a hazy fog. 
The 26 year old man had 
changed a lot once re-
ceiving his medical card. 
Xander tilted his baby 
blue eyes down toward 
the table in front of him. 
With arms extended, 
his hands maneuvered 
around. The fingers on 
his right hand inched 
for the flower, as his left 
hand grasped the grinder. 
Xander broke apart his 
buds, and pressed each 
piece between the grind-
er spokes. After a cou-
ple twists a majestical 
herbal powder laid be-
fore his eyes. As Xander 
split his cigar open, aro-
mas of cherry, grape, and 
green cigar wraps filled 
the space. Since Xander 

broke his right leg during 
a dance recital, marijuana 
was the only sort of pain 
relief he could tolerate. 
The thought of pharma-
ceutical drugs made Xan-
der weak in the knees, 
literally. His black fin-
gernails moved from the 
pile of herbal dust, as he 
sprinkled it into the wrap. 
He then brought the cre-
ation in question to his 
lips. Like one would 
seal an envelope, Xander 
sealed off another one of 
his masterpieces. With 
the flick of a BIC,  Xan-
der had sparked a flame 
that ignited the relief 
measures he craved.

Character Sketch; Xander
By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief

Thiller or Comedy?
In Which Direction 

is The 39 Steps
By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief

Alfred Hitchcock is 
notorious for his thrill-
ers, but is a renowned 
director for all genre 
platforms, as shown 
by his 1935 film The 
39 Steps. According 
to IMDB, the movie is 
a slight adaptation of 
novelist John Buchan’s 
story with the same title. 
In short, The 39 steps 
takes the viewer on a 
journey with characters 
that get tossed through 
unforeseen obstacles 
while trying to complete 
a mission. Once the 
leading male role tries to 
clear his name of mur-
der, he winds up on a 
rollercoaster of love.

There is a master plot to 
romantic comedies that 
Hitchcock follows. The 
master plot is a seeming-
ly larger plot that is more 
encompassing than the 
basic plot line of any or-
dinary film. This master 
plot is a series of typical 
events causally linked 
into a continuum that 
manifests the conven-
tions of an ordinary film 
by dramatizing the con-
flicts at the basis of the 
genre. First the couple 
meets, but before they 
can fall in love, obstacles 
intervene and then must 
be overcome. The result 
seals the couples’ court-
ship in the promise of 
marriage.

Hitchcock’s direction 
kicks off the unfulfilled 
desire aspect with Rich-
ard Hannay’s questioning 
of agent Anabella Smith. 
Hannay, played by Rob-
ert Donat, is cast into a 
storm when Agent Smith 
reveals that a foreigner 
is about to give away 
British Military secrets. 
Smith is then murdered 
in Hannay’s flat, which 
takes a toll on his exis-
tence. Hannay is blamed 
for the murder and now 
must stop at nothing 
to fulfill the desire of 
clearing his name. Han-
ny discovers through a 
newspaper article he has 
been demed a murderer 
while on a train. 

On this train ride, the 
viewers witness the 
couple of the story meet 
for the first time. In 
order to divert the police, 
Hannay plants a smooch 
on a pretty icy blonde. 
This pretty gal was taken 
aback when Hanny had 
quickly laid down what 
was happening. She is 
then quick to hand him 
over to the police, but 
Hannay escapes. Later on 
this pretty lady, named 
Pamela, played by Mad-
eleine Carrol, stumbles 
across Hannay at a polit-
ical rally. Once more she 
gives him away, but just 
as the deputies try to take 
him off, Hannay spills 

the beans to Pamela. 
This forces the deputies 
to take Pamela as well.

After the couple meets, 
the next step would be 
to have fun together. 
The fun in the sense of 
The 39 Steps comes in 
the form of Hannay’s 
active adventure to 
clear his name, and all 
the while Pamela does 
what she can to get him 
put in prison. As Han-
nay persists on proving 
his innocence to Pame-
la, he decides to play 
a little game with the 
deputies, thus proving 
that they are actually 
agents of the conspir-
acy. It was clear that 
these were conspiracy 
agents when Hannay 
asked to see the warrant 
for his arrest, after the 
car had passed the road 
they were meant to turn 
down. Hannay bet his 
captors that their Sher-
iff of Principle Profes-
sor Jordan had his top 
joint of his small finger 
missing. Even his being 
right in that moment 
does not convince Pa-
mela to believe him.

Before more fun is to 
be had, the two are 
handcuffed together. 
This happened so the 
conspiracy agents could 
clear the herd of sheep 
off the road. Was this 
an obstacle, or just the 
beginning of the jour-
ney? As Hitchcock’s 
male lead said, “Wher-
ever I go, you go.” 
The movie as a whole 

has many obstacles that 
character Richard Han-
nay has to overcome. For 
the couple, however, if it 
weren’t for them being 
handcuffed, then their 
story wouldn’t flourish. 

Despite the movie being 
halfway over, Hitchcock 
manages to manipulate 
the romantic and co-
medic elements of The 
39 Steps. The journey 
of these lovers has now 
officially begun. When 
the agents go to clear the 
road, the two make a run 
for it, although Pamela 
is reluctant. Pamela is 
screaming out “help”, as 
Richard pulls her along 
putting a muffle to her 
screams. Richard and 
Pamela stumble across 
a hotel, and pull off the 
runaway young couple 
scenario. This places 
our star couple in a new 
setting, continuing on 
with the master plot syn-
opsis. This is the place 
that prepares them for 
the union to come, as it 
is the place where they 
can talk, not on the run, 
in a civil manner. This 
hotel becomes the region 
where Pamela opens her 
mind to the idea that 
Richard could be telling 
her the truth about the 
spies. After acquiring 
their room the two are 
seen in an oral quirrel. 
The hotel woman comes 
to check on the couple 
and Richard tells her that 

they are a runaway couple 
and ask that she not give 
them away. Next, the two 
eat sandwiches and have 
an odd moment in which, 
still handcuffed, Pamela 
removes her stockings 
and Richard hangs them 
to dry. At this moment a 
small change is seen in 
Pamela’s eyes when she 
says “thank you”.  About 
to fall asleep, the two 
engage in a conversation 
about dreams.

A new conflict comes 
into play when Pamela 
awakes in the middle of 
the night and manages to 
slip out of her handcuff. 
Now set free, she tries to 
flee to alert authorities, 
and opens the door to 
the fake policemen from 
earlier. Before talking to 
them she decides to listen 
in on their phone conver-
sation, which then verifies 
what Richard was telling 
her all along. The hotel 
woman from earlier sees 
her husband selling drinks 
to the policemen, and 
overhears them asking her 
husband many questions. 
Fearing the safety of the 
young couple, she rushes 
down the stairs and forces 
the men out with haste by 
saying that their estab-
lishment simply does not 
serve drinks after hours. 

Here is when the audience 
sees the choice be made. 
Pamela made the choice 
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EDITORIAL 
STAFF

We’re two-and-a-half 
months in and so far, 2020 
hasn’t been quiet. This 
year we’ve watched Par-
asite make history at the 
Oscars, we’ve seen the 
tragically sudden death 
of Kobe Bryant and his 
thirteen-year-old daugh-
ter, and maybe most no-
tably, we’ve witnessed 
the dawn of a novel virus 
that threatens not only 
the toilet paper stocks at 
Walmart but also the very 
function of our daily lives. 

And it’s only March. 

Fear of a pandemic has 
proven more viral than the 
disease itself. Panicked 
parents are exhausting 
marketplace supplies of 
hand-sanitizer; toiletries 
are flying off the shelves; 
troves of regular movie-
goers are opting to stay 
home and stream. That 
means box office numbers 
are suffering, and that 
means that some of this 
year’s most anticipated 
films (A Quiet Place Part 
II, No Time to Die, etc) 
are postponing release. 

We did get to enjoy some 
noteworthy releases be-
fore the corona crisis 
really took off. (Pixar’s 
Onward was a warm fam-
ily movie complete with 
loveable characters and a 
star-studded cast; The In-
visible Man was a classic 
tale bleakly retold with 
cold colors, commend-
able camerawork, an ef-
fectively anxiety-inducing 
atmosphere, and a gener-
ally predictable storyline.) 
But going forward, what 
with theatres (rightly) cut-
ting audience capacity by 
50% and with promising, 
big-budget films bomb-

Film Talk With Rose;Quarantine Rewind
By: Rose Pauline Johnson

Lead Artist; Art Communicator; Art Section Editor; Staff Writer
ing at the box office, we’re 
likely facing more cancel-
lations, more disappoint-
ments, and a dry year for 
movies. 

What does that mean for 
film fans? Maybe it means 
it’s time for a rewind. 
While we’re semi-quaran-
tined at home, we can use 
our newfound free time 
to knock some movies off 
our watchlists, and maybe 
to reflect on some of the 
cinematic gems (uncut or 
otherwise) that we got to 
enjoy in 2019. 

It’s in this spirit that I’m 
going to be talking about 
director Greta Gerwig’s 
December release, Little 
Women, and its Academy 
reception. Gerwig’s soph-
omore feature film was 
even warmer and lovelier 
than her widely adored de-
but, boasting a million per-
fectly-executed elements 
all flawlessly married to 
form a beautiful, moving 
masterpiece. That’s not 
hyperbole—I thought this 
movie was very close to 
perfect. 

Gerwig plays with the 
original tale’s chronology 
to tell us the story through 
a compelling lens of nos-
talgia. Not indigestibly, 
we bounce between two 
parallel timelines: past 
and present. By contrast-
ing her characters’ idyllic 
past so starkly with their 
adulthood, Greta makes 
us feel that loss of time. 
She has us mourning the 
March sisters’ childhood 
as if it were our own, woe-
fully aware that everything 
must change even during 
the most joyous of scenes. 

The film’s visuals are 

never less than gorgeous. 
From the perfect colors 
that paint the vibrant wide 
shots of the beach scene, 
to the warm colors of the 
cozy family house when 
its rooms are flooded with 
sunlight that catches in 
the girls’ hair—the movie 
is beautiful. Visuals also 
play a big role in Greta’s 
portrayal of the different 
timelines; scenes from the 
past are permeated with 
warm undertones of red 
and yellow while the girls’ 
adulthood is almost always 
portrayed through glacial 
blues, cold colors and 
emptier shots that brim 
less with life and chaos. 
Greta said in an interview 
that the color difference 
between the two timelines 
was very intentional: “I 
wanted childhood to have 
this golden glow, so we 
shot with a very specific 
filter,” she told Vanity Fair. 
“We wanted to save [cold 
colors] for the adult sec-
tion.” That “golden glow” 
lent itself perfectly to the 
warm feeling of comfort 
and closeness that the sis-
ters are drowning in. 

While I could go on about 
the perfect cinematogra-
phy, it was Greta’s writing 
and her impeccable cast-
ing that made this movie. 
Greta’s characters are lov-
ably believable, and I left 
the theatre caring about 
every one of them—es-
pecially Florence Pugh’s 
Amy. Florence is a force, 
and she has never failed 
to deliver in any role she’s 
taken. She convinced me 
to care for her deeply in 
A24’s Midsommar and to 
deplore her in Lady Mac-
beth, and she didn’t drop 
the ball in Little Women. 
Greta’s writing under-

stood Amy March, and 
Florence’s performance 
complemented this under-
standing brilliantly and 
brought life and youth and 
integrity to a historically 
hated character. I adored 
Amy’s honesty, her brat-
tiness, her youthfulness, 
her growth. Often she’s 
been condemned as the 
most selfish of the sisters, 
but in this adaptation we 
finally got to explore her 
perspective and give her a 
chance. Greta understands 
Amy’s infamous desire to 
“marry well” and doesn’t 
portray it as shallowness, 
but as realism, as matu-
rity; Jo’s idea of making 
her own way in the world 
is laudable, but it wasn’t 
realistic for most women 
in the 1800s, and Amy’s 
understanding of this has 
always been interpreted as 
shallow materialism. But 
in her Little Women, Greta 
gave Amy March the long 
overdue chance to advo-
cate for herself. 

Florence Pugh’s Oscar nod 
for her role as Amy was 
one of six nominations 
picked up by Little Wom-
en. Among these, the film 
scored a nod for Best Pic-
ture. It was the sole nom-
inee on a list of nine not 
directed by a man, and the 
only one with a female lead 
besides two-hander Mar-
riage Story (directed by 
Noah Baumbach, Gerwig’s 
partner), and arguably Par-
asite, which had multiple 
leads. The Academy didn’t 
reward Greta Gerwig’s di-
recting with a nod—and 
had they, it would have 
marked the sixth time in 
the history of the near-cen-
tury-old-ceremony that a 
female director’s work had 
been acknowledged with a 
nomination. Todd Philips, 

however, director of last 
year’s confused comic 
book drama Joker, was 
granted a place on the list. 
The Oscars tend to favor 
male stories because the 
Academy’s voting body 
has always been, by a 
greatly significant margin, 
majority-male. But while 
female creators still grap-
ple with erasure, advoca-
cy has for their place in 
film has come a long way. 
Denise Di Novi, a Little 
Women producer, spoke 
to the New York Times 
about how tough the nov-
el’s 1994 film adaptation 
was to pitch: “At that time, 
it was almost impossi-
ble to get female-driven 
films made,” she recalled. 
“They called them needle-
in-the-eye movies, where a 
guy would say to his wife, 
‘I’d rather have a needle 
in the eye than go to that 
movie.’ And this one had 
‘little’ and ‘women’ in the 
title--freaking deadly.” 

Strides have been taken in 
the direction of mitigating 
the exclusivity, acknowl-
edging the existence of fe-
male creators, recognizing 
their accomplishments in 
cinema. And we owe a lot 
of the progress to creators 
like Greta. She is paving 
an avenue for women who 
dream of making it in a 
quietly male-dominated 
industry, and while she’s 
at it she’s blessing the big 
screen with moving art 
and honest stories. Little 
Women was a triumph not 
just for fans of cinema and 
lovers of art, but also for 
girls who aspire to write, 
to direct, to make art of 
their own. 
Greta Gerwig’s next proj-
ect, a collaboration with 
writer/director Noah Ba-
umbach, is slated to hit 
theatres in 2022; in the 
long meantime, you can 
find me tapping away at 
my keyboard, writing re-
views, and rewatching 
Frances Ha.

to not turn her back on 
Richard once the truth 
was verified. She chose 
to stick by his side and 
help him out, allowing 
the romance to flourish. 
Upon returning to the 
room she allows Rich-
ard to sleep peacefully 
in the bed, while she 
takes her place on the 
couch. This leads to the 
crisis.

Master plot point num-
ber eight is the crisis. 
Some of the information 
Pamela overheard by 
the policemen, included 
that the secrets Richard 
has to stop from leav-
ing the country were 
headed to the London 
Palladium. Richard, still 

with the goal to clear 
his name, sends Pamela 
to the London Police 
to relay that sensitive 
documents regarding 
military air components 
were breached. The 
couple then regroups at 
the London Palladium 
where Richard’s eyes 
meet the stage to see a 
familiar act. Mr. Mem-
ory. Richard suddenly 
recognizes why he was 
humming the same tune 
for the entire journey. 
Acting as his own type 
of spy, Richard uses an 
eyepiece to see that Mr. 
Memory is being used 
by Professor Jordan to 
smuggle the secrets. He 
now understands that is 
why no documents have 
been reported missing. 

This was a key factor 
to come into play, as 
Pamela was followed by 
the London police to the 
Palladium. The police 
told her no documents 
of such kind were 
missing and therefore 
took her accusations as 
suspicious. The police 
ask an attendant to pull 
Richard and Pamela 
from the audience, and 
as they try to take Rich-
ard Hannay into custo-
dy, the epiphany occurs.

Hannay screams over 
all the mediocre whis-
pers to project the 
question, “WHAT ARE 
THE 39 STEPS?”, as 
authorities try to detain 
him. This epiphany 
happened within the last 
two minutes of the film. 
To follow the question, 

Mr. Memory gives a 
full detailed answer, 
thus finally proving all 
of Richard Hannay’s 
claims. Personnel in-
cluding the couple and 
law enforcement meet 
with Memory on stage 
so we can validate the 
truth further. Mr. Mem-
ory let’s go right as the 
couple holds on. The 
end results in a cele-
bration around Richard 
being exonerated. The 
camera draws behind 
Richard and Pamela as 
their hands reach for 
one another and the 
screen fades to black. 

The 39 Steps is a show-
case of great talent and 
craftsmanship. Alfred 
Hitchcock managed to 
make another notorious 
film with a thriller de-

piction, yet that possess-
es a rom-com twist. The 
really impressive thing 
about the twist is that it 
comes halfway through 
the film. This makes 
me question, although 
the two meet in the 
beginning, and become 
entangled later on, what 
if they were to have 
been handcuffed togeth-
er right in the start? I 
would think more of the 
thrill would be taken 
away. By placing the 
two in handcuffs, Hitch-
cock formed a bond 
between characters that 
needed to advance rap-
idly. By having a rapid 
advance, the placement 
of Richard and Pame-
la’s romance was able 
to be scattered through 
glimpses until court-
ship truly started eleven 
minutes before the films 

closing. Donat por-
trayed a character on the 
run from dire circum-
stance who happened 
to find love. Carrol 
portrayed the reluctant 
beauty that discov-
ered the truth in irony. 
The acting through 
Hitchcock’s direction 
highlighted that The 39 
Steps has all the ele-
ments of the romantic 
comedy master plot.

39 Steps Continued...



4 OPINION-EDITORIAL4

Some days it takes a story 
to get out of bed. One 
where I play the protago-
nist, and my dreams come 
true. However, it always 
starts off with the glam-
orous ending and never 
with the steps of how to 
get there. No one will 
ever know you in any of 
the ways that you know 
yourself. The only person 
that one could ask a deep 
open-ended question to, 
in search for a specific 
answer, would be one-
self. Self-introspection is 
the only tool capable of 
providing the inner appre-
ciation and love someone 
could have for their own 
skill set and personality.

Social anxiety is a setback 
that not only influences 
the beholder, but the out-
side community. Imagine 
how many prospective 
and promising souls are 
deterred from the learning 
process due to the percep-
tion of society. College 
is supposed to be a place 
for skills to flourish, and 
for careers to start. Some 
students are so inter-
twined with how they 
are perceived by peers, 
or the outer public, that 
they neglect to show their 
true talent and self. When 
someone gets so invested 
in trying to be something 
they are not, time that 
could be devoted to stud-
ies is then lost. Time that 
could be spent practicing 
skills is then lost. Further-
more, the precious time 
that can begin to manifest 
and divulge passions is 
then lost.

Whether it’s brought upon 
by past bullying, family 
issues, or a sudden trau-
ma; social anxiety is no 
joking matter. Although 
every human is different, 
there is only one univer-
sal way of overcoming 
social anxiety, and that 
is by self introspection. 
Think about giving up. 
Now, think about sticking 
through all the hellfire just 
to be awarded in the end. 
How would you get there? 
Recall all those times 
you would plan how you 
would survive a horror 
movie. If you plan to 
survive social anxiety, you 
must have rules for a sce-
nario that will fall within 
the same guidelines. Start 
with a focus on the attri-
butes of your life that you 

do best, and really harness 
your skills. Allow your 
lifeline to solely depend 
on you and no one else.

There is a process to 
overcoming social anx-
iety. However, the way 
each step is enacted is 
dependent on the individ-
ual. Life has become way 
too social. Social media 
has thrusted this milennia 
into an orgasmic realm, 
where individuals share 
information with follow-
ers or fans, rather than just 
their immediate family 
or friends. This has had 
a rippling chaotic effect 
which has caused aspiring 
students to fear that they 
are not-, or will never be 
good enough for outside 
public representation. 
Vitality over virality is the 
first punch you can take 
in the fight against social 
anxiety. Care about how 
YOU see yourself, not 
how you want others to 
perceive you. If you spend 
so much time worrying 
about how others see you 
now, you will never notice 
your own life’s progres-
sion. Would you rather 
remember a life full of 
memories, or rather a hazy 
abyss of nothing?

A famous quote says to 
be the writer of your own 
life story. Do you know 
why? If the pen writing 
the chapters to your life 
is in the hands of some-
one else you will never 
be ready or prepared for 
what will happen. Life is 
only a void of nightmares 
if we are unprepared, lost, 
and scared to move in any 
direction. Social anxi-
ety makes being around 
others formidable. Though 
the outside evaluation of 
others should not matter to 
the individual in question, 
individuals shouldn’t be 
hindered from approach-
ing others in times of 
need. People that struggle 
with social anxiety have 
trouble overcoming asking 
for help, or just asking 
any simple question. On 
the rise to adulthoood I’m 
sure someone has men-
tioned that there are no 
stupid questions. If you 
do not know something, 
ask! Someone will always 
have an answer no matter 
how long the search may 
be. The fear of asking a so 
called “stupid question” 
keep ones who live with 

social anxiety leached to 
the idea that they will be 
presummed idiotic. This is 
an untrue myth. The only 
process that could make 
anyone idiotic would be if 
they had the desire to nev-
er learn, grow, or advance. 
Keep the fight against 
this anxiety in your favor, 
because this sneak attack 
is known as the impulse to 
extend one’s knowledge.

Knowledge is power. 
Power creates a presump-
tion in the mind that one 
is okay. Everyone wants 
to be okay in life, and 
everyone craves some sort 
of power. Little does ev-
eryone realize, we are all 
born with unique skills to 
craft our own superpow-
ers. We all hear tales of 
fact or fiction that are in-
clined to the rags to riches 
stories. There’s movies 
like Annie or Limitless; 
celebrities like Cardi B 
or Leighton Meester; or 
even songs like Immortal 
Technique’s “Dance with 
the Devil”. Every human 
in some way, has to be 
accustomed to seeing an 
individual can go from 
nothing to something. But 
an individual becomes 
something due to their 
skills, and how they chose 
to use them. Our success-
es are rooted in what we 
know to do; how we chose 
to do it; and by most of 
all, why we chose to do it.

When in battle with 
social anxiety do not be 
overwhelmed by life as 
a big picture. Preserve 
simplicity. Focus on your 
own enterprise and life 
ambitions rather than the 
number of likes on an In-
stagram post. Always ask 
questions, and never stop 
wanting to take in new in-
formation. Education and 
knowledge is a gateway to 
success. We all start from 
the bottom, and where we 
go depends on the skills 
you learn to possess. 
College is the epitome of 
learning what we need to 
further our lives for the 
best advancement possi-
ble. Find YOUR passion, 
uncover YOUR talents, 
manifest YOUR future. 
Social anxiety can only 
be overcome when you 
realize EVERYONE has 
their own fears and faults, 
it is just the 2020 societal 
norms that cast aspiring 
students astray. 

Way Too Social Scholarship Essay
By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief

When you think of 
going to the store for 
some snacks, or sim-
ply anything you need, 
the majority of people 
think of Walmart or 
Target first. Any New 
Englander knows 
about their local Stop 
& Shop, and there’s at 
least one in every town 
so they are not hard 
to miss. What makes 
a Stop & Shop what it 
is, or at least used to, 
was their low prices, 
great customer service, 
quality produce and 
deli, and the fact ev-
erything you need is in 
one stop. Pun implied. 
As time goes on, each 
corporation does what 
it needs to do in order 
to keep up with local, 
state, and countrywide 
competition. Although, 
with that may come 
with the company fall-
ing from its roots, and 
their main true goal. 

Stop & Shop was 
founded in 1914, and 
over the last 100 years 
has grown to a total of 
415 stores. 158 stores 
fall under the name 
Giant (which is New 
York, New Jersey, 
Virginia etc.) The 
company is currently 
responsible for over 
60,000 employees. So 
wouldn’t this seem 
like a steady growing 
company? So as you 
would think such a 
company has plenty 
to spare, realize that 
mentality is wrong. 
Bought out in 1996 
from its previous pri-
vate firm, the beloved 
Stoppy, as many call 
it, is now being owned 
by Ahold Delhaize. 
Since the transition in 
power Stop & Shop 
has made its steady 

decline. The compa-
ny has not been so 
sparing to its employ-
ees for quite some 
time, and even so on 
their product prices 
and quality. Last year, 
in April of 2019, the 
employees of an ever 
spending business 
went on strike for 11 
days.  For why would 
the employees of a 
multi-billion dollar 
corporation go on 
strike? 

Some people may 
not know that Stop 
& Shop is one of the 
few companies left 
still part of a work-
ers union. UFCW 
328 to be exact. The 
union fights for the 
working american in 
order to make sure 
that they have sustain-
able and fair wages, 
reasonable raises, and 
generous benefits. 
Unfortunately, over 
the past decade or so, 
the company Stop & 
Shop has been slowly 
slashing said wages, 
raises, and benefits. 
Full-time employees 
have their lives invest-
ed into this company 
when it comes to 
health care and wages, 
therefore, they need 
those benefits to 
essentially live. Yes, 
part-time employees 
do get partial benefits 
and raises. However, 
they are NOT decent 
enough for a worker 
to live sustainably. It 
seems that time has 
come where corporate 
greed has infected the 
high offices of Stop & 
Shop. The company 
cuts employee hours 
whenever they can 
just to spare a quick 
buck. Just to clarify, 

stocks and revenue 
for Stop & Shop have 
been in high ranges 
for the last four years. 
Starting back in 2015, 
their revenue was 
over 15.2 billion, as 
in accordance with 
the company archives. 
The company had in-
surance on last year’s 
strike, so in return for 
the workers stepping 
off the premises they 
still lost nothing. 

Here is the catch the 
most shoppers of this 
company do not know; 
although the workers 
are part of a union, 
they are working 
under no contract 
and have not been for 
years. The strike was 
such a terrible point 
in the lives of the hard 
workers of Stop & 
Shop. But 2019 was 
not the beginning. Sto-
ries of workers rights 
in comparison to Stop 
& Shop have been 
in news highlights 
for over a decade. In 
a story pulled from 
WTNH, Connecticut’s 
News and Weather 
Channel, dated Feb. 
21st, 2007, Stop & 

Shop workers were 
under the same predic-
ament. Everything was 
the same, down to the 
deadline extensions. 
Just like any political 
cause, a lengthy jour-
ney was started. 

If you want a front seat 
crash course from a 
former employee, read 
on. The following is 
my personal account of 
the 2019 Stoppy Strike, 
and my thoughts on the 
process that came after.

You may think the 
workers missed out 
on only one paycheck, 
due to the strike lasting 
a mere week, and 
afterwards went back 
to work. Wait a minute. 
Not so simple. So many 
of my coworkers we’re 
screwed for 2 months 
or more when it came 
to bills. Remember 
how I mentioned full 
time employees needed 
this money to essen-
tially live? Also, keep 
this thought intact; low 
yearly pay raises based 
on position, delaying 
progression of union 
talks and contracts, 
and refusing to sign 

STORY CONTINUED ON PG. 8...

Stop & Don’t Shop: 
Through an Employee’s Eyes

By: Rachel Madrid
Staff Writer, Photograpger, Staff Artist, Digital Designer

Photo of Rachel Madrid holding a 
sign depicting the phrase “Stop and 
Don’t Shop”
Photo by Kaicie Boeglin
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Many people think 
about starting a band, 
but never have the 
ambition to do so. For 
most, it stays as an idea 
or dream that won’t 
be followed through, 
and will forever float 
in the back of minds 
of many aspiring mu-
sicians. What started 
off as an act for a high 
school concert two 
years ago, turned into a 
lifestyle for an upcom-
ing indie band, who 
formed solely to play 
the classic “Gary Come 
Home’’ from Sponge-
bob. Coming from the 
depths of Johnston, 
Rhode Island is a band 
with potential to smack 
indie rock right in the 
face. Rather Nice is the 
name of the game, and 
these guys are passion-
ate about what they do. 
Unsure about their plans 
afterwards, local music 
such as “Bochek” and 
“Jetty” instilled the idea 
for them to stick to it. 
These inspirations gave 
them the idea that their 
dreams and goals are 
very much achievable. 

If another local band 
can do it, then why 
can’t they?

Who is Rather Nice? 
Well you have Joe 
Johnson on vocals, lead 
guitar Jack Frenier, bass 
is Max D’Uva, Oliver 
Littlefield on drums 
and producer Michael 
Monterio. Their inspi-
rations come from the 
local bands mentioned 
before, as well as, big-
ger indie leads such as 
“Hippo Campus” and 
“Boy Pablo”. 
That’s who Rather Nice 
is, but what about their 
sound? I personally 
believe they’re a very 
sensational bunch, with 
unique lyrical choices 
and much potential. 
Rather Nice is definitely 
indie, however, they 
have their own sort of 
recipe. I would recom-
mend listening to their 
songs “Diversions” and 
“Hectic” off of their EP 
Quadratic. This is the 
only EP released so far 
by the group, and was 

released this year on 
January 24th. To me, 
they give off a Sunday 
drive down to the beach 
vibe. They are most 
definitely a tune you can 
sit back and chill out 
to, and maybe even do 
some art for hours on 
end. The hope for these 
guys is strong. These 
men hold tremendous 
potential in their line of 
music. 

So far they have only 
performed at their high 
school, and at Strings 
Bar & Grill, located in 
Johnston. In the sense 
of being upcomers these 
guys have it in the bag. 
I truly can’t wait to see 
their growth and devel-
opment in the industry, 
especially for being 
high school students, 
going at the pace they 
are. While college is a 
part of every member’s 
future plans, they are 
dedicated to keep at the 
music while studying. 
Rather Nice is current-
ly working on another 
EP to follow the first. 
These men are slowly 
growing the fanbase 
they deserve. Trust that 
you will want to follow 
them on social media, 
or add them on your 
Spotify because this is 
a band you surely will 
not want to miss out on 

Rather Nice 
“Quadratic” EP Cover,
Submitted by 
Rachel Madrid

Livin’ Like A Local pt. XVIII: Rather Nice
By: Rachel Madrid

Staff Writer, Photograpger, Staff Artist, Digital Designer

Breathe
*Faith Hill

Smooth
*Santana

Maria Maria
*Santana

I Wanna Know
*Joe

Everything You Want
*Vertical Horizon

Say My Name
*Destiny’s Child

I Knew I Loved You
*Savage Garden

Amazed
*Lonestar

Bent
*Matchbox Twenty

He Wasn’t  Man Enough
*Toni Braxton

Higher
*Creed

Try Again
*Aaliyah

Jumpin’ Jumpin’
*Destiny’s Child

Thong Song
*Sisquo

Kryptonite
*3 Doors Down

There You Go
*P!nk

Music
*Madonna

Dosen’t Really Matter
*Jannet Jackson

What a Girl Wants
*Christina Aguilera

Bye Bye Bye
*N’Sync

Billboard 
Top 20 for 
the Year-

End of 2000

Editor’s Choice:
15 Musicians You 
Need to Check Out 

in 2020

AK40 Devin
(IG) @ak40devinofficial
Check Out “Millionaire”
EIC Favorite “Legacy”

Cook Thugless
(IG) @cookthugless
Check Out “Pink Pilot”
EIC Favorite “Moshpit”

Ocean Of Illusions
(IG) @oceanofillusionsnj
Check Out “Paradigm of Lies”
EIC Favorite “Aboreal Hatred”

Chris Webby
(IG) @chriswebby
Check Out “Quarantine: Freeverse”
EIC Favorite “I Need a Dollar” ft. Mac Miller

From The Concrete
(IG) @fromthecncreteband
Check Out “For You”
EIC Favorite “Emo(Shun)”

Jandro
(IG) @officialjandro
Check Out “Donuts” ft. Snow Tha Product
EIC Favorite Jandro Verse “Talk Back”

Token
(IG) @tokenhiphop
Check Out “Curfew”
EIC Favorite “Seventh Day”

This Curse
(IG) @thiscurseband
Check Out “Waiting”
EIC Favorite “Quicksand”

JOJO
(IG) @iamjojo
Check Out “Joanna”
EIC Favorite “Leave (Get Out)”

ZZ Ward
(IG) @zzward
Check Out “Sex & Stardust”
EIC Favorite “The Dark”

B Dot Fresh
(IG) @bdotfresh
Check Out “That’s a Lie”
EIC Favorite “Attention”

Jessie Reyez
(IG) @jessiereyez
Check Out “Coffin” ft. Eminem
EIC Favorite “Coffin” ft. Eminem

Justina Valentine
(IG) @justinavalentine
Check Out “Just Spit It”
EIC Favorite Justina Valentine Verse “Weirdo”

Another One Down
(IG) @anotheronedownri
Check Out “Sulk”
Also Check Out “Hopeless”

In Loving Memory
(IG) @inlovingmemoryny
Check Out “On My Way”
EIC Favorite “Slave”
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A worldwide pandemic 
has put all of society 
on the edge about their 
health and safety; the 
healthcare world has 
seen the biggest surge 
when it comes to pa-
tients, use of supplies 
and doctors on call. 
Those doctors and nurs-
es who lead our health-
care world have been 
putting their own health 
and safety on the line. 
They do this in order to 
do what they love, and 
that’s to heal our soci-
ety. It’s not just their 
physical health that’s at 
risk here. Their mental 
health is as well, and 
it is just as important. 
Our healthcare work-
ers have been put into 
overtime and overdrive, 
due to the rising infec-
tious rate of a currently 
incurable virus. These 
hard working heroes are 
worried about various 
thoughts. For example 
if they get infected, and 
spread the virus. These 
individuals are laying 
down their own lives 
so that they can prevent 
Covid_19 from harm-
ing people more than it 
already has. Healthcare 
workers, providers, 
and supporters  are also 
worried about whether 

or not these profession-
als can even keep it to-
gether. Are they capable 
of making it to the next 
day, or even the next 
patient, without break-
ing down. 

A local facility, Oak 
Hill Center for Nurs-
ing and Rehabilitation, 
in Pawtucket, Rhode 
Island offers what 
is possible for their 
around the clock staff. 
With a higher demand 
of hands, and more 
nurses out on leave due 
to fear of the virus, Oak 
Hill has it covered. If a 
nurse needs to change 
his or her shift, or even 
call out, they have a 
temporary service on 
stand-by to help cover 
and support the work-
ers. 

Unfortunately, health-
care providers and prac-
titioners are becoming 
among the workers to 
be unable to work due 
to lack of mental care. 
This lack of mental care 
can and will result in at 
least one of the follow-
ing: anxiety, insomnia, 
depression and distress. 
All of this casts a strain 
to the brain, and could 
lead to a higher risk 

of suicide or suicidal 
thoughts. This also 
includes those who are 
to be self isolating from 
their families for a pro-
longed amount of time, 
due to over exposure. 

Many nurses and 
doctors have begun to 
take their own lives in 
the wake of horror they 
witness while working 
on the frontline of the 
Covid_19 pandem-
ic. Daniela Trezzi, a 
34 year-old nurse at 
San Gerardo of Mon-
za Hospital, who had 
worked in the inten-
sive care unit, took her 
own life after showing 
symptoms of the virus. 
In a statement translat-
ed from the National 
Federation of Nurses 
of Italy, it was said her 
fears of spreading the 
virus were too great, 
due to working “one of 
the major Italian fronts 
of the pandemic.”

Nurse suicides have 
become a global ep-
idemic, as nurses are 
the people who spend 
countless hours with 
patients. Before the 
Covid_19 outbreak, 
US female and male 
nurses committing 
suicide were at rates 
of 11.97 and 39.8 per 
100,000 respectively. 
These numbers stand as 
recorded by the United 
States Department of 
Health and Adminis-
tration. By nature, this 
pandemic will boost 
suicidal thoughts in 
healthcare workers 
not only across the 
nation, but across the 
globe. Get involved 
with giving thanks, and 
join the project to help 
thank ALL frontline 
workers across this 
planet. If you still go 
out for work, prescrip-
tions, or food, thank 
every essential worker 
you encounter. Fill out 
one of the many, many, 
online Thank You 
forms. Mail notes and 
art to your local hospi-
tal. Most importantly, If 
you can stay home, then 
please do it. Remember 
that these people put 
their lives on the line so 
you don’t have to. They 
go to work, so you can 
stay home.

Fighting Two Pandemics; 
Nurses & Doctors vs. Mental Health

By: Rachel Madrid
Staff Writer, Photograpger, Staff Artist, Digital Designer

Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline

1-800-273-8255

Mental Health Helpline
1-800-950-6264

Personal protective 
equipment has become 
so scarce that the Food 
and Drug Administra-
tion, who is responsible 
for approving such 
equipment for surgical 
and clinical use, has be-
gun to advise that med-
ical workers are to use 
expired gowns and sur-
gical masks. This was 
something that did not 
sit well with the health-
care activists in Rhode 
Island. Schools such as 
the New England Insti-
tute of Technology and 
the University of Rhode 
Island have come up 
with ways to help fight 
the scarcity.

New England Tech 
has suspended classes 
until May 4th. Faculty 
and department chairs 
have taken into account 
what the students will 
need upon their return, 
and what they could 
spare. As a result of on 
campus class suspen-
sion, NET’s Nursing 
and Surgical technical 
programs were able to 
donate 340 gowns, 300 
sets of gloves, and 200 
surgical face masks. 
These donations were 
made to Care New 
England who encom-
passes, Kent Hospital, 
Women and Infants 
Hospital, Butler Hospi-
tal, Care New England 
Wellness Center, The 
Providence Center, 
and VNA of Care New 
England.

For those who can not 
give, there has always 
been an idea to create. 
This was an idea tak-
en to heart by Kunal 
Mankodiya, who is an 
associate professor of 
electrical, computer, 
and biomedical en-
gineering at the URI 
College of Engineering. 
A WebEx meeting that 
took place just about 
two weeks ago, be-
tween Mankodiya, two 
other URI faculty mem-
bers, and an epidemiol-
ogist at Brown, began 
a movement known as 
“Rapid Responders”. 
At first it was about 
designs for ventilators 
and face shields, as well 
as the challenges of 
making N95 respirators 
and surgical masks.

URI is utilizing blue-
prints created by Prusa, 
a 3D printing developer 
company based out of 
the Czech Republic. 
According to a URI 
press release, the school 
contains six 3D print-
ers, a laser cutter, two 
VR headsets, a 3-D 
scanner, two vinyl cut-
ters, a sewing machine 
and a digital embroi-
dery sewing machine, 
which can all be found 
in the URI Makerspace 
within the library. The 
main focus for the 
group is to build head-
bands for face shields 
used by healthcare 
workers on the front-

line treating Covid-19 
patients.

First, Rapid Respond-
ers grew to 15 mem-
bers within the first 48 
hours; there are now 
more than 75 people in 
the group. Mankodiya 
told Rowan Walrath, 
with Rhode Island Inno, 
“I am helping coordi-
nate remotely while we 
are all social distancing. 
It is a struggle. Every-
body has to stay away, 
but at the same time, 
we all need to contrib-
ute. We are trying to 
manage effectively.”

According to Walwarth, 
in his article, “Rhode 
Island Institutions 3D 
Print Protective Equip-
ment Amid Shortages,” 
Rapid Responders 
include people affiliat-
ed with not only URI 
and Brown, but also 
FabNewport, the Rhode 
Island School of De-
sign, Rhode Island 
Hospital, and at a state 
level, Rhode Island 
Commerce.

Stay tuned for Rapid 
Responders to go live! 
They are planning to 
host live tutorials on 
YouTube to expand 
the effort beyond the 
Rhode Island institu-
tions that are already 
involved. Follow @
MakerspaceURI on 
Twitter for updates and 
more information.

New England Tech & URI Help Out 
The Frontlines

By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief



THE ARTS 7
A Trend Revived Or Something That Never Died;

@PictureManBob
By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief

Art. It comes in many 
forms. Photography is 
one of the most pres-
ent forms, as we have 
succumbed to see it 
daily. The aesthetic of 
a nostalgic picture is 
held within all humans, 
regardless of which 
decade they prefer. To 
unlock that chamber of 
pure nostalgia film cam-
eras have been in the 
limelight for some time 
now. First things first, 
remember this key fact; 
not every film camera is 
a Polaroid. When meet-
ing with the legendary, 
and creative Picture 
Man Bob, I learned not 
to make that mistake 
again. If you played 
guitar, and everyone 
repeatedly said you 
played bass, wouldn’t 
you be annoyed?

Bobby Greco, formal-
ly known as Picture 
Man Bob, blessed The 
Unfiltered Lens with 
an interview behind his 
magical manifestations. 
This man takes pictures 
with a Polaroid 600 
camera that he managed 
to find at a garage sale. 
After a couple years of 
just thinking the batter-
ies were dead, he found 
them in the pack of 
film accompanying the 

camera. In August of 
2019, he became fully 
passionate for polaroid 
photography as an en-
trepreneur idea crossed 
his mind. Picture Man 
Bob got his start with 
a social experiment 
where he would take 
pictures of tourists and 
the city and sell them 
for a few bucks. 

This legend in the 
making twisted the idea 
of classic film. At first 
glance, his work mes-
merizes the eye. Some-
how he was able to 
morph, change, color, 
and decorate his photos. 
The amount of effort 
Bobby puts into his 
photography is aston-
ishing. The admiration 
for the art radiates off 
his energy like wildfire. 
I had asked what the se-
cret was to making such 
a trippy picture, and 
the response I received 
made me appreciate 
this photographer even 
more.

“The magic is mostly 
in the box. It does most 
of the work. However, 
through the Instagram 
community, I’ve been 
able to be inspired and 
find ways to create 
different effects, and 

dive deeper into more 
experimental photogra-
phy. I’ve experimented 
with lens filters, double 
exposures, mask filters, 
and flash gels. There is 
much more that there is 
to be discovered, and I 
can’t wait to find what’s 
next.”

To take on a craft 
means to never stop 
learning, and Bobby 
is humble in knowing 
he has more to learn. 
During an in person 
interview I was able 
to get my own Picture 
Man Bob original. He 
waits for the best mo-
ment. Pictures should 
capture good memories, 
but also encompass 
a story. Every single 
photo taken by this 
man shares a different 
story. When showing 
around his Instagram 
account, people stare at 
each individual picture 
wondering what each 
story was. Some will 
have captions, all have 
titles, which easily cre-
ates a sorting order of 
different adventures. So 
this begs the question; 
If this man can produce 
aesthetic photography 
of this nature already, 
what more is there to 
learn? Although Po-
laroid is Picture Man 
Bob’s primary pleasure, 
he has been starting to 
dabble in 35 mm film 
photography, and digi-
tal photography as well. 

“Some goals I have 
are to shoot as much 
as possible, and spread 

the love of instant film 
to those around me. 
Being able to capture 
a moment and be able 
to hold that memory 
in your hands is like 
nothing else. I would 
love for people to see 
photography differently, 
and be able to inspire 
people to follow their 
passions.”

If you feel like giving 
your eyes some sights 
to see during the 2020 
quarantine follow 
Picture Man Bob on 
Instagram and Tik-Tok, 
@picturemanbob. He 
has an official website 
currently in the works. 
Follow him to keep up 
with further informa-
tion, and make sure 
to like your favorite 
photo. For booking 
and rates message the 
man himself on Insta-
gram. The specialties 
of this photographer 
include concerts, par-
ties, events, weddings/
engagement, portraits, 
and models. He also 
makes custom frames 
for any, and majority of 
his pieces. Make sure 
to catch his gallery in 
June for the Ridgewood 
Coffee Company.

Here are some last 
words of wisdom from 
Bobby himself; “Never 
stop fighting for your 
passions, and if you 
think you don’t have 
any passions, go out 
and try everything! 
You’ll never know what 
makes your heart skip a 
beat.”

By: Rose Pauline Johnson

By The Tracks
By: Sarah Bassett

Hardcore Spyro
By:rachel Madrid

By: Rose Pauline Johnson

Despondency
By: Kate Castro
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contracts that protect the average 
worker. 

Because of this company, many 
employees who sought to stand up 
for their rights ended up having to 
battle the thought of buying food or 
paying rent. Some of them had help 
from the unemployment offices, but 
still behind on their bills. Wouldn’t 
anyone think that if the workers 
were to strike the company, the 
company would bounce back with 
what we wanted? Absolutely not, 
they came back with Marty the 
robot. The thought that circulated 
the minds of many was, “I can’t 
receive a raise when I bust my a$s 
here, but they can spend thousands 
on new robots”. I’m sure anyone 
who’s recently been in any Stop & 
Shop or Giant within the last year 
has seen this atrocity. Instead of 
better wages and staffing the stores, 
they drop 35k on each robot for 
just about every store. This infor-
mation riled nearly every employee 
across the company that was not 
corporate. Why was so much money 
being used for this thing? Is it that 
important? What does it do? I wish 
it did do something. Essentially it’s 
supposed to tell the store (it yells 
over the intercom) when there’s a 
spill that needs to be picked up, for 
example if a jar of sauce slips off the 
shelf. Yes it just tells us when there’s 
a spill, doesn’t even clean it up, 
just yells at the employees... Most 
of the time for the big important 
messes the workers tend to it before 
Marty even has the chance to get to 
that location. When it does manage 
to get to a mess, it tells us there is 
the tiniest wrapper on the floor and 
doesn’t even know what aisle or 
department it is in. Corporate has 
the audacity to slap googly eyes 
on it so it’s “kid friendly” and kids 
will “love” it. Who cares when each 
store has only 2-3 registers open and 
employees scrambling for hours to 
work to pay their bills? Not to men-
tion it’s loaded with 100+ cameras 
to see where it’s going, and that’s 
just plain creepy. A lot of shoppers 
think so too, I would know as they 
told multiple coworkers, myself, 
and plastered it all over social media 
platforms. 

They are currently working under 
a non-approved contract because 
the company refuses to budge. The 
union remains firm and is still fight-
ing for workers to have reasonable 
wages and benefits. After a year this 
January, the company refused to 
back down, and then proceeded to 
not schedule any closing cashiers, 
relying on self checkout to manage. 
This company does whatever it can 
to make a quick buck and fill the 
corporate pockets but forget the 
workers who actually run the stores 
are the ones filling the pockets. 

Stop & Don’t Shop  
Continuation

COVID_19 TAKES ATTENTION AWAY FROM VAPE 
ISSUE

Cartoon By: Jillian Jacobs
Gov. Gina Raimondo, wearing a hospital grade mask,  empties 
a bottle of Corona beer onto a cutout of Rhode Island. Adults 
do not like flavored drinks, but Rhode Islanders love their beer.

“This here’s a tale for all the fellas, Gotta do what the 
governor tells us; Go to the store cause your over-zeal-
ous, Gina will tell you, you just rebellious. Some girls 
starts coughing, you start gawking, Reminisce about the 
governor talking, You kinda want to stay cause you love 
to groove, But you know deep down that Gina disap-
proves”

Unfamiliar words, but an oh so memorable rhythm. 
Episcopal Rev. Meaghan Brower, of the Church of 
Beloved in Pascoag, Rhode Island, has created a 2020 
remix of a 1989 classic.

Brower took Young M.C.’a “Bust a Move”, and turned 
it into “Gina’s in her Groove”. This playful parody is 
about social distancing, while paying ode to Rhode Is-
land Gov. Gina Raimondo. Brower has taken admiration 
to the Governor for the way she is handling the corona-
virus. 

As the video opens, Brower comes at you live from her 
laundry room. She then expresses her thanks for Gov. 
Raimondo, and calls her “the ultimate Rhode Island 
mom”. Regardless of your outlook on Gov. Raimondo 
herself, the video supplied by Rev. Meaghan Brower is 
the comical relief this state needed. Go to YouTube and 
see for yourself! The video was originally posted on 
the Church of Beloved Facebook page, and YouTube. 
On Facebook, the video received over 200 shares and 
19,000 views. 

Rev. Brower Says 
Gina Raimondo 

Disapproves
By: Kaicie Boeglin

Editor-in-Chief

Rev. Meaghan Brower and husband, dancing to Brower’s 
remix of “Bust a Move”, also known as “Gina’s in her 

Groove”.
Photo from viral Facebook video, through use of Google Free 

Share

Detainment, Hunger Strike, 
& Anne Frank, 

all in Central Falls
By: Kaicie Boeglin

Editor-in-Chief
RHODE ISLAND- On Saturday April 4th, sixty-nine detain-
ees at the Donald W. Wyatt Detention Center, in Central Falls, 
began a hunger strike. This strike was in response to the coro-
navirus pandemic, specifically for the fact that court cases are 
stalled. Due to courts being closed, all immigration hearings and 
cases have been put on hold. Immigration activists are wor-
ried about the novel coronavirus spreading rapidly through the 
inmate population, and are urging for ICE detainees to be freed. 
By law, the Immigrations and Customs Enforcement can not in-
terfere, or stop any person from voicing their own opinion. This 
means ICE can not interfere with this hunger strike, however, 
they can place inmates under close medical observation. 

As of April 8th, there have been no recorded cases of Covid_19 
at the Wyatt Center. According to Wyatt Center Spokesman, 
Christopher Hunter, there are a total of 632 people being held in 
the facility. Seventy-seven of these inmates are ICE detainees. 
The Donald W. Wyatt Detention Center only recently started 
taking in ICE detainees. The facility took a decade long hiatus 
from housing ICE detainees after a Chinese man died in custo-
dy for his liver cancer going untreated. In March of 2019, ICE 
delivered 133 new prisoners. 

Katie Mulvaney, with The Providence Journal recorded that, “[t]
he detainees said they were given a bar of Ivory soap and addi-
tional spraying of bleach by cleaning staff in response to their 
concerns.”

The detainees are looking to be set free on bail or bond, in order 
to see and spend time with their families. Many ICE captives 
are awaiting deportation trials and hearings that have now been 
delayed due to Covid_19. Some Wyatt detainees have already 
been deemed to be deported, but now cannot leave until inter-
country travel is made safe. 

In a response to try to free ICE detainees, Never Again Action 
Rhode Island projected a message upon a sidewall of the facil-
ity. The message depicted a picture of Anne Frank, and stated, 
“Anne Frank died of an infectious disease. Governor Raimondo, 
release everyone in ICE detention before it’s too late.”

In accordance with Uprise RI, “Never Again Action is a mass 
mobilization of Jews who are organizing to shut down ICE and 
hold the political establishment accountable for enabling both 
the deportation machine that has separated immigrant families 
across the U.S. for decades and the current crisis at the border. 
We come together as a group of differently affiliated Jewish 
organizers, recognizing that we have seen this groundwork laid 
before. We understand it to be our community’s obligation to 
stand up when we see history repeat itself and to declare that 
Never Again means Never Again for anybody.”

Projection of Never Again Action’s message to Gov. Gina Raimondo 
and leaders of The Donald W. Wyatt Detention Center. Displayed is 
the message “Anne Frank died of an infectious disease. Gover-
nor Raimondo, release everyone in ICE detention before it’s too 
late” #FREETHEMALL
Photo proudly sponsered by Never Again Action


