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There is a crisis 
in handicapped parking 
at CCRI’s Warwick 
Campus. Much like 
disability, it is both 
largely invisible to the 
able-bodied eye, and- 
disappointingly- not 
seen as a crisis by many 
people who are not 
disabled. 

The Warwick 
campus has a total of 
twenty-eight handi-
capped parking spots 
for student use. They 
are located next to the 
round building and up 
along the side of the 
main building in the 
back. This amount is 
simply insufficient. In 
many disabled stu-
dents’ experience, if 
they don’t arrive two 
to three hours before 
class, there is no guar-
antee of an available 
space. In turn, this is 
likely denying a space 
to a student who may 
need to arrive and leave 
during that same win-
dow. I’ve seen veterans 
in wheelchairs  forced 
to park illegally just 
to be able to find the 
sufficient space to un-
load their wheelchairs. 
I brought the issue to 
the attention of Campus 
Security. The Adminis-
trative Assistant Melis-
sa was very sympathet-
ic and confirmed seeing 
“kids get out of cars in 
those spaces and prac-
tically jog to class!” 
However, the official 
line stated to me by one 
of the campus security 
officers was, “We have 
enough spaces to meet 
the legal requirement.” 
When I pointed out 
that legal did not mean 
sufficient, he merely re-
peated what he’d said, 
but louder and firmer.

Seeing no ac-
tion being made, I took 
my issue to Brenda 
McGill, at the Office of 
Disability Services. She 
agreed, citing that it has 

been a major issue, of 
which she’s been push-
ing the administration 
for years. She hopes 
for the vision that first 
row parking can be-
come disabled/handi-
capped parking, once 
construction is over 
with. I also met with 
Student Government 
President Andrew Lee 
who was very aware of 
the ongoing issue. Lee 
was helpful in giving 
a picture of how the 
Student Government 
works, what they can 
do to support the cause, 
as well as directing me 
to the student newspa-
per. 

This may not 
sound like a crisis issue 
to the non-disabled, but 
they do not know what 
it’s like to inhabit a 
body that cannot do all 
the things others can. 
Everything is harder 
to do and takes longer. 
Add in the chron-
ic pain, mixed with 
exhaustion issues that 
commonly accompany 
disability, everything 
does get harder. Imag-
ine driving a car, but 
the gas gauge is broken. 
So you need to keep 
in your head, when the 
last time you refueled 
was, (ate, rested, took 
your meds, etc.) and 
how many miles you 
have under your belt at 
all times. You do this 
to not end up far from 
home or out of gas. Got 
that? Now imagine, on 
any given day, your gas 
tank can change size. 
THAT is what living 
with my disability is 
like. Having to walk 
further than necessary 
can cause cascading 
physical symptoms 
that end up interfering 
with or causing cancel-
ations later in the day; 
all because one lacks 
the energy or the pain 
just gets too much. (For 
more on this concept, 

read “The Theory of 
Spoons” by Christina 
Miserandino.)

Not having 
enough handicapped 
parking is a real issue: 
it directly impacts our 
ability to access the 
classes and services 
CCRI provides. CCRI 
has a population that 
includes an increasing-
ly older and/or disabled 
student body. Not 
having enough parking 
is an accessibility issue 
and the school needs 
to provide more handi-
capped spaces. 

Making the 
whole matter worse, 
often at least one of 
the spaces is taken up 
by someone without a 
handicapped parking 
placard or someone 
with a placard that is 
not their own. I know 
that disability can be 
hard to recognize. I, 
myself, walk with a 
cane but to look at me 
otherwise, you might 
not know that I deal 
with chronic pain and 
exhaustion from neuro-
logical issues that leave 
my body feeling like 
I have the aches and 
pain of the flu, except 
every day. Some days, 
I can even walk short 
distances without aid, 
though most days, not. 
So, not every disabled 
person is visually 
authenticatable at first, 
or even second glance. 
That’s why a doctor’s 
authentication is nec-
essary in order to get 
a handicapped parking 
placard. 

In the state of 
Rhode Island (which 
is more restrictive than 
most), a temporary 
placard (Red) can be 
requested if the person 
has a disability that 
they will recover from 
(such as surgeries or 
minor stroke, etc.) or 
temporarily immo-
bilized because of a 

major cast or brace for 
broken leg(s), etc. For 
a permanent placard 
(Blue), the disability 
must meet the follow-
ing criteria under RI 
State Law*:

1.) They cannot 
walk without a crutch, 
cane, brace, prosthetic 
device, other person or 
wheelchair, for support.

2.) They have a 
lung disease that sig-
nificantly impairs their 
breathing.

3.) They require a 
portable oxygen tank.

4.) They have a 
Class III or IV Heart 
Condition (American 
Heart Association) 
(i.e.; can move without 
major pain/discomfort 
(Class III) and cannot 
move at all without 
pain and discomfort 
(Class IV)

5.) They are legally 
blind (visual of 20/200 
or less with corrective 
lenses).

So, when a student 
gets out of their car in 
a handicapped space, 
and then power-walks 
or jogs to class, unaid-
ed; this only lends to 
the belief that there are 
students who are using 
a handicapped park-
ing placard not issued 
to them. Be aware, 
in Rhode Island, the 
penalties for faking a 
disability or utilizing 
an unneeded placard 
can include a $500 fine 
for 1st offense, along 
with a possible 60-day 
license suspension, a 
$1000 fine and 120 
suspension for 2nd of-
fense, including towing 
the vehicle, storage 
fees, etc. Additionally, 
the police will confis-
cate the placard until 
the true owner comes 
down to the police 
station and explains 
why the misuse oc-
curred. So, if you’re 
borrowing a disabled 
person’s car, this does 

not mean you can use a 
disabled parking space. 
If you are driving a 
disabled person in your 
car, they need to bring 
their placard along with 
them. The placard is 
issued to a person, not 
their car, and can be 
used in any vehicle the 
disabled person drives 
or in which they are a 
passenger. In closing, 
the Warwick Campus 
needs more disabled 
parking spaces and bet-
ter policing of existing 
spaces. This should 
include issuing actual 
tickets with punitive 
weight and not just 
warning notices. May-
be a campus parking 
sticker is needed for 
those who can show 
they legally have a 
handicapped parking 
placard. Though defi-
nitely, we need more 
people to stop and think 
about this, especially 
before you take up a 
handicapped parking 
space for any unneces-
sary reason, ever!

Handicapped Parking Crisis at Knight Campus
BY: Ryk McIntyre

Contributing writer
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The Unfiltered Lens
Mission Statement

Circa 2007

The overall mission of 
The Unfiltered Lens© is 
to inform and improve 
the quality of student 
life at the Communi-
ty College of Rhode 

Island. 
We strive to accomplish 

this standard by re-
porting and writing the 
truth in an ethical and 

responsible fashion that 
enlightens the entire 
college community, 

while providing infor-
mation in an unvar-
nished manner that 
seeks thoughtful re-

sponses, dialogue and, 
of course, action. 

We fully understand 
serving students is our 

clear objective and 
recognize the impact 

and, more importantly, 
the importance of this 

endeavor. 
We realize we do not 
make news but cover 
events that stimulate 
our community, im-

prove college life and 
strengthen our 

Democracy.

Official Member 
Journalism Association 
of Community Colleges 

Since 2010

Official Member
College Media

Association

Official Member
Student Press Law 

Center
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ZACHARY SANBORN
Science & Technology Section Editor 

Science major, currently trading my personality for math 
skills. My two life dreams are becoming an astronaut, and 
convincing Americans to finally adopt the Metric system.

“Give me a lever long enough and a fulcrum on which to 
place it, and I shall move the world.”
- Archimedes

KAICIE BOEGLIN
Editor-in-Chief

That classic punk rock chick that loves horror movies. I 
dance around the world looking for happiness through my 
writing. After all, the pen can actually defeat the sword. I 
am obsessed with scooby doo, and I also believe Big 
Brother is always watching you. As new Editor, I plan to 
create a new paper; with a new reputation for itself, as well 
as an amazing new team to go along with it.

ADRIAN FIGUEROA
Nation, State & World Section Editor

What is up, people? I’m Adrian, and I’m not quite sure 
what my proper progress is academically, to be honest; 
I’m sure it’ll work itself out, however. I must have a knack 
for writing, if I’m voluntarily writing this and pieces out-
side of required course works. 
Just kidding, I’m not sure what drives me to write any-
thing. Also, Harambe was about to tell that child that 
Game of Thrones was really just a 50 Shades version of 
Lord of the Rings. 

“Dreams without goals are just dreams… to achieve these 
goals, you must apply discipline and consistency… don’t 
confuse movement with progress… and do not aspire to 
make a living; aspire to make a difference.”
 – Denzel Washington, 2017
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Kaicie Boeglin
Editor-in-Chief

Erika Derocher,
Lead Designer;

Art Communicator;
Staff Artist

Zolla Gallo,
Section Editor;

Sports;
Staff Writer

Adrian Figueroa,
Section Editor:

Nation, State & World;
Staff Writer

Zachary Sanborn,
Section Editor:

Science and Technology;
Staff Writer

Sencere Estevez,
Lead Photographer;

Social Media Manager

Eileen James,
Advisor

**Contributions; 
on behalf of,

the students of 
Professor Holly Susi

MEETING TIMES
Friday 

11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

The Unfiltered Lens is 
always accepting writing 
submissions, as well as 

new writers.

We are also trying to fill 
the roles of:
Copy Editor,

 Advertisement & Event
Coordinator,

College News Section 
Editor,

OP-ED Section Editor
and,

Arts & Entertainment 
Section Editor

If any of the above 
posistions interest you , 

please contact  the editori-
al board at,

ccriunfilteredlens
@gmail.com

EDITORIAL STAFF

SENCERE ESTEVEZ
Lead Photographer & Social Media 

Manager

Hello my name is Sencere Estevez and yes, I’m Sin-
cerely Sencere XD 
I’m from Anchorage Alaska and just love to do 
photography! My passions lead me to become the 
Lens Lead Photographer. I’m a nice and respect-
ful kind of guy as well! 

ZOLA GALLO
Sports Section Editor

Sports and physical fitness are a passion of mine, and people 
always say to write about your passions.
“Perhaps the mission of an artist is to interpret beauty to the 
people--the beauty within themselves.” -Langston Hughes 

ERIKA DEROCHER 
Lead Designer & Art Communicator

Hi! Im Erika Derocher, the lead artist. I am a good 
working person and get along with people. I’m shy at 
first but once I get to know you, I’ll be fine. I love work-
ing in graphics and work hard even in stressful situa-
tions! I have worked in graphic design for three years 
and am a helpful person when it comes to knowing the 
adobe programs. 
Hearts broken even into the most tiny of pieces can be 
put back together through love. ~ Erika 
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 Warwick---- 
CCRI President Meghan 
Hughes delivered a 
speech to a group of 
faculty and staff from 
all four campuses,  at 
the annual opening day 
meeting at the War-
wick, Knight campus. 
Hughes’s main theme 
in her speech was the 
progress made by the 
faculty and staff since 
the beginning their stra-
tegic plan, developed in 
the spring of 2016.

 Hughes remind-
ed the faculty and staff 
of her gratitude and 
commitment.

 “I appreciate the 
teaching support and 
inspiration you share 
with our students,” said 
Hughes. “I will continue 
to invest in your profes-
sional development.”

 Hughes said 
that the college has 
managed to enhance 
student success rates in 
developmental math by 
12%, improve gradua-
tion rates by more than 
40%, and cut down on 
the number of students 
with too many extra 
credit courses, all while 
guiding them through 
a Pathway model to 
college completion. 
Hughes explained 
that the college added 
more summer cours-
es, making it easier 
for all students to take 
classes. Hughes and 
her staff introduced the 
Starfish program which 
improves staff to stu-
dent communication 
throughout the semester. 
She said that one of the 
biggest issues facing the 
school was poor com-
munication addressing 
the root cause of the 
problems students were 
having. Hughes had said 
that if these problems 
were addressed from 
the beginning, students 
would be more likely 
to stay in classes for 
the entire semester, and 
eventually graduate. 

 Hughes also 
addressed the insti-
tutional issues facing 
Providence schools and 
reminded the faculty 

and staff that “once 
the students get to our 
college, they belong to 
us, and we must find 
ways to support their 
success.”

 Another service 
now offered is the confi-
dential food pantry ser-
vice. This service gives 
students the availability 
to access food at any of 
the campuses. This was 
put in place for the stu-
dents who cannot afford 
to feed themselves or 
their families on their 
own, Hughes told the 
audience. She explained 
that if students have 
too many issues with 
supporting themselves 
and living their day to 
day lives in a crisis, it 
will be less likely that 
they can focus on their 
educations. Therefore, 
she believes, if CCRI 
can do its part, the com-
munity will be better 
served. 

 Also, Hughes 
assured the faculty and 
staff that CCRI’s rela-
tionship with our state’s 
flagship university 
would continue in the 
future. This was men-
tioned over the fact that 
the University of Rhode 
Island would no longer 
be a part of the Rhode 
Island Post Secondary 
Council. As of June 5th, 
the Rhode Island Gen-
eral Assembly approved 
a bill that removed URI 
from the Post Second-
ary Council. URI will 
now have its own board 
of directors apart from 
other colleges. Hughes 
reminded faculty and 
staff that URI has al-
ways had a relationship 
with our Community 
College, including a 
strong transfer program 
that allows students to 
combine college credits 
at both schools. Hughes 
is confident that this 
will continue. 

 Hughes ac-
knowledged there is still 
work to be done, but she 
said she remained confi-
dent that her faculty and 
staff would continue to 
move in the right direc-
tion.

CCRI President Unviels Plan for 
Continued Sucess at Local Colleges
    By: Geoff Buckler    //   Contributing Writer

The Unfiltered 
Lens is always for 
helping out the student 
body. The College 
News Section will 
introduce a new column 
this year called Staff 
Acknowledgement. A 
nomination box can be 
found outside our office 
door, room 1214, for 
students to nominate 
professors, administra-
tors or any other CCRI 
employees who create a 
difference in the lives of 
the student body. 

The first edition 
of Staff Acknowledge-
ment is dedicated to 
Academic Adviser, Lisa 
Robichaud. Lisa has 
been my adviser for the 
last year; students with 
the RI Promise and the 
Pell Grant together are 
considered Promise Plus 
and retain one specific 
adviser. I was lucky 
enough to receive Lisa 
Robichaud, and through 
her insight, I was able to 
find the correct academ-
ic path for myself. 

The debate on 
if Advising and Coun-
seling actually does any 
help has been going on 
for longer than my time 
here. I have witnessed 
students in distress 
over being given the 
so called “run around”. 
Students have come to 
the Lens stating that 
they need help reaching 
out to their resources. 
This information is not 
to only prove that help 
is out there, but to also 
show what good help is 
truly like.

Lisa Robichaud 
is a prime example of 
an extraordinary re-
source. She is a person 
who is easy to talk 
to, and if she doesn’t 
understand something 
that you say, she will 
ask you to run it by 
her again in a different 
way until she does, in 
fact, understand. She 
also follows up with the 
people that meet with 
her; not because she 
has too, but because she 
cares. It is impossible to 
help a student unless the 
adviser actually cares 
for the student or their 
situation.

Lisa is the type 
of adviser that sits with 
you and gets to know 
your interests, in or-
der to help choose the 
right major for you. 
She clears any and all 
confusion, directing you 
in the right ways, and 
to the right people. She 
is well educated in the 
vast amount of services 
that our college has to 
offer. If there was ever a 
question that she could 
not answer, she more 
than definitely could 
introduce you to a col-
league that could. There 
is no student that cannot 
be helped! Lisa Robi-
chaud proves this point. 
No matter what the situ-
ation may be, Lisa goes 
out of her way to help. 
Feel free to schedule an 
appointment with her 
and judge for yourself. 
Schedule appointments 
by calling the Warwick 
campus’ Advising and 
Counseling office at 
(401)-825-2301. If you 
have no access to a 
phone, or do not have 
the time to call, do not 
fear, Lisa has walk in 
appointments every 
Thursday from 4 pm to 
6 pm.

Staff Acknowledgement Pt. I
Lisa Robichaud

By: Kaicie Boeglin, Editor-in-Chief

Editor-In-Chief, Kaicie Boeglin, with Academic Adviser Lisa Robichaud
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The Margaret M. Jacoby Observatory
By: Zachary Sanborn, Section Editor

“What observatory?” 
I’m always 

disappointed to hear 
this, anytime I ask any 
of my fellow students 
at the CCRI Knight 
campus if they’ve been 
to the observatory. This 
isn’t any fault of their 
own, though. Unless 
you’re lucky enough 
to pass by the banner 
at the entrance of the 
school as it displays an 
advertisement for public 
open nights, you prob-
ably won’t hear about 
the observatory unless 
you take an astronomy 
course. But this doesn’t 
mean that it’s only for 
astronomy students. The 
Margaret M. Jacoby ob-
servatory, named after 
the founder of the CCRI 
physics department, is 
open to everyone. Ev-
eryone should take the 
opportunity to go.
 If entering the 
school from the front 
entrance, while coming 
up the hill, take the first 
right, then the first left, 
and you’ll find your

self at the observatory. 
Directions to the obser-
vatory and open status 
can be found on the 
CCRI observatory web-
page as well. On every 
clear Wednesday night, 
just before sundown, 
you will find Professor 
Brendan Britton setting 
up for a night of observ-
ing. While getting ready 
for the night, he’ll prob-
ably tell you about our 
powerful 16” telescope 
- the same telescope 
that Brown University 
has. But if you’re less 
interested in the specs 
and more interested in 
seeing space, you cer-
tainly won’t be disap-
pointed. As long as it’s 
visible, the first thing 
he will show you is the 
moon. Everyone has 
seen the moon, sure, but 
not everyone has seen it 
through such a powerful 
telescope. At this mag-
nification, the moon is 
an entirely new, a beau-
tiful body. Each and 
every crater, and every 
highland become clear 

and visible. You can 
see the moon in detail 
unlike you have ever 
seen it before. Don’t 
just take my word for it, 
one of the last times I 
visited our observatory, 
I took the photo of the 
moon accompanying 
this article… with just 
my phone camera!
 However, we 
can see much more than 
the moon. Jupiter and its 
four Galilean moons are 
clearly visible through 
our telescope, along 
with Jupiter’s striped 
cloud-tops, and storm-
ing Red Spot. There are 
time we also see Saturn, 
with its stunning icy 
rings easily visible as 
well. We can look much 
further beyond than just 
our puny Solar System. 
Binary stars, star clus-
ters, planetary nebulae, 
even other galaxies are 
just waiting to be seen 
by curious eyes, and 
Professor Britton will 
be there to show you all 
of it. Stop by and see 
for yourself!

Astro vs. Astro: Part I
By: Zachary Sanborn, Section Editor

 What is Astrono-
my? What is Astrology? 
They both start with 
Astro, so they must be 
about the same thing-, 
Right? Not so fast. 
Both are about study-
ing space, as the prefix 
Astro implies, but this 
is where the similarities 
end. An Astronomer and 
an Astrologer are two 
entirely different people 
with completely unrelat-
ed jobs. So, what makes 
them so different? With-
out further ado, here’s 
the rundown on Astron-
omy versus Astrology.

First, Astrono-
my, a branch of natural 
science that examines 
objects and phenomena 
of space; stars, planets, 
galaxies, black holes, 
even the origin of the 
universe itself. To study 
our celestial sky, astron-
omers use a variety of 
tools, the most promi-
nent of which being a 
device that just about 
everyone is familiar 
with: the telescope. 
However, the telescopes 
used by Astronomers 
are nothing like the tele-
scopes we set up in our 
backyards. According to 
NASA’s official web-
site, the Hubble Tele-
scope, uses a focusing 
mirror that is eight feet 
across! This massive 
mirror gathers enough 
light to allow Astrono-
mers to see almost 14 
billion lightyears into 
the cosmos! If you’d 
like to see what’s out 
there, NASA also pub-
lishes every image they 
capture online. Check 
it out!
 According to 
Kepler College, an on-
line certificate program 
for the study of astrol-
ogy, “Astrology is the 
study of the meaningful 
correlation between 
celestial objects and 
earthly events.” Prac-
titioners of Astrology 
aim to make different 
predictions about indi-
viduals and their future, 
commonly referred to 
as horoscopes. Natal 
Astrology, is concerned 
with predicting a per-
son’s personality and 
major life events based 
on the locations of key 
Astrological objects at 
the time of their birth, 
such as the Sun, Moon, 
and planets. The tool 

used by an Astrologer 
to map out the locations 
of these key celestial 
objects is called a Sky 
Chart, or more com-
monly, a Horoscope. A 
Horoscope is a map of 
the celestial sky at the 
time of someone’s birth, 
with the locations of 
each key object mea-
sured with respect to the 
Astrological Zodiac. 

I think that a 
quick history lesson will 
really drive this home.
 According to 
the Canadian Museum 
of History, the Ancient 
Mayans, who lived 
around 4,000 years ago, 
had a special class of 
priests known as As-
tronomer Priests. In-
stead of using prayer to 
communicate with their 
gods, they looked to 
the stars. They believed 
that the movements 
of celestial bodies in 
our sky and the occur-
rences of eclipses were 
information from their 
gods. In honor of their 
gods, these Astronomer 
Priests were able to 
calculate every coming 
solar eclipse, and even 
the duration of a year: to 
within 19 minutes! They 
had used only forked 
sticks and carefully 
aligned stone buildings! 
Now, the Mayan reli-
gion isn’t like modern 
day Astrology, but it’s 
one of many excellent 
examples of how As-
tronomy and Astrology 
developed as effectively 
the same thing in early 
human history. This 
relationship persisted 
for thousands of years, 
but in the early 1500’s, 
these studies were final-
ly divided. The Stanford 
Encyclopedia of Phi-
losophy, goes into great 
detail about the world of 
Astronomy and As-
trology in this era, and 
more specifically, how 
Nicolaus Copernicus 
separated science from 
spirituality.
 Nicolaus Co-
pernicus was born in 
a world where Earth 
was the center of the 
universe, and the stars 
and planets were divine, 
metaphysical entities. 
However, Copernicus 
used state of the art 
Astronomical devices 
to prove that the Earth 
was not the center, but 

instead, the Earth orbit-
ed the Sun, irrefutably 
contradicting the be-
liefs held by prominent 
philosophers, and more 
importantly, the Catho-
lic Church. This concept 
of rejecting theoretical 
beliefs and relying 
strictly on observation-
al, measurable data, 
kick-started the Scientif-
ic Revolution. 

This is the 
fundamental difference 
between Astronomy and 
Astrology: Astronomy 
relies solely on that 
which can be proven or 
disproven with empir-
ical evidence. While 
Astrology relies on 
non-falsifiable claims, 
such as the existence 
of metaphysical deities 
that use the stars to 
communicate. 
 Keep in mind, if 
you can’t prove some-
thing to be true, you 
also can’t prove it to 
be untrue. Maybe the 
divines really are trying 
to tell us something, 
and they go about it 
in a way that operates 
outside of this physi-
cal world. If Astrology 
really does serve as a 
connection to some-
thing beyond what we 
perceive as reality, then 
maybe, Astrology is 
charting territory that 
physical science cannot. 
In any case, I can’t tell 
you whether Astrology 
is ‘real’ or ‘not real’. As 
a wannabe scientist, it’s 
hard for me to believe 
all this metaphysical 
business. Probably be-
cause I’m a Sagittarius, 
and we’re a hard bunch 
to convince. Jokes 
aside, my intention was 
only to make the differ-
ences between Astrono-
my and Astrology clear. 
Stay tuned for more!
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Do you re-
member the first time 
you rode a bike?  How 
about the first time that 
you went swimming?  
For many athletes, the 
sport that they play is 
something that they 
grew up doing.  Jake 
Leander, a student 
athlete at CCRI, has 
been playing sports 
since he was four years 
old.  Can you imagine 
playing a sport before 
you even knew how to 
read?  When it comes 
to athletes and the 
sports that they play, 
they have known their 
sports since they can 
remember.  Sports are 
more than a game; 
they are a way of life.  
Sports instill values into 
young people that are 
crucial in society.  For 
example, when you are 
a part of a team, you 
learn that there are way 
bigger things in the 
world than just your-
self. You learn that you 
have to work with other 
people in order to be 
successful.  In compet-
itive situations, leaders 
arise. Sports are a direct 
gateway to life.  Many 
of the things that an 

athlete learns in a game 
situation or a routine 
practice, they can apply 
to adult life.  Leander 
states, “Sports have 
shaped my life in many 
ways.  It has taught me 
life lessons, like how to 
handle adversity, and 
that not everything in 
your life is going to go 
your way.”  

All of the 
athletes that I spoke 
to seemed to agree on 
one thing: a team is a 
family.  Reece Bullock, 
a first year basketball 
player expressed, “I 
have met so many great 
people who are my 
friends now.”  Alexis 
Baffoni, a first year 
volleyball player, 
acknowledges the fact 
that not only can you 
stay in shape, but you 
meet great people along 
the way.  She also says, 
“I have people in the 
hall complimenting me 
on how hard that I spike 
the ball, it is a good 
feeling to be recog-
nized!”

CCRI is home 
to some of the greatest 
athletes in New En-
gland, but these athletes 
did not become great 

overnight.  Playing at 
the college level after 
coming straight out of 
high school is a sig-
nificant change.  Here 
at CCRI, our players 
learn how to groom and 
develop their game one 
step further.  Leander 
says that he regrets 
not playing for CCRI 
earlier.  “I want people 
to know that sports 
at CCRI are no joke. 
You play some talent-
ed teams, and you’re 
going to have to earn 
everything you get.” 
When talking about 
how sports at CCRI has 
impacted him, Reece 
Bullock voices the 
opinion: “It has helped 
me get ready for the 
next level, and train to 
go to a bigger school 
for the sport I love.”  
CCRI is a tremendous 
place for athletes to 
come, to cultivate their 
game skills as well as 
their minds. 
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 To advance in 
the music scene mu-
sicians not only need 
to have motivation 
fueled by passion, but 
their passions need to 
be driven by devotion. 
In this business, real 
passion is truly derived 
from being devoted 
to not only seeing a 
change, but creating 
one as well. Passion 
not only brought- but 
kept, Naveed Stone 
and Tom Diognardi 
together, forming the 
eccentric duo: In Lov-
ing Memory. Devotion 
is how these men kept 
at it through life throw-
ing various obstacles in 
their way. This Ur-
ban-Alternative band is 
based out of New York, 
although, they have 
been known to travel 
for their shows. After 
all, these men pressed 
the pause button on 
their personal lives and 
careers just to follow 
the last Vans Warped 
Tour across the coun-
try.
 Good songs 
are the ones with a 
moral, lesson, or story. 
Good albums are the 
ones that tell a com-
plete story through the 
songs. When these are 
added together, you are 
presented with a great 
band. Great bands are 
the ones who can tell 
a variety of stories, 
and teach different 
lessons through lyrics, 
melodies, and physical 
presentation. Not only 
does this band utilise 
sounds allowing their 
name to travel inter-
changeably between 
genres, but every one 
of their E.P.s is dis-
tinctively different. 
Starting with Stand 
My Ground in 2015, In 
Loving Memory made 
a name for themselves. 
The video for their 
song “Finna Smash” 
quite clarifies that 
statement. Their sec-
ond E.P., Introspection, 
released in 2017, had 
a type of sound that 
created a twist between 
fantasy and reality. 

The lyrics consistent 
with Introspection 
really hit the listener. 
Some songs will even 
have you cascading 
into a journey of self 
rediscovery. The duo 
then settled down for 
a little while, building 
up their clothing brand 
and writing new mate-
rial. Yes, you read that 
right: clothing brand. 
Not just a merchan-
dise line, but these 
guys created their own 
clothing brand named 
ILM Apparel. 
 2019 has been 
quite a ride for Naveed 
and Tom. Earlier this 
year In Loving Memo-
ry released a single by 
the name of, “Vixen”. 
At the end of Septem-
ber, they also released 
their newest E.P. titled, 
Diamonds Under Pres-
sure. Whereas the first 
album sounded some-
where in the area of 
pop metal, the second 
seemingly fell under 
the category of defend 
pop punk. Diamonds 
Under Pressure gives 
ode to 2019 in the 
sense of intertwining 
music genres. Every 
song is distinguished 
by unique lyrics, as 
well as a differentiating 
sound. You could be 
listening to “Rinse and 
Repeat” vibing with 
the jazzy feel, or mak-
ing the newest Tik-Tok 
challenge to “Slave”.

 

 

LIVIN’ LIKE A LOCAL Pt. XI:   IN LOVING MEMORY
By: Kaicie Boeglin, Editor-in-Chief

that posible with use of 
different social media 
platforms, as well as 
their email list.
 With an ever 
changing sound and 
heart that just won’t die 
out, you can’t go wrong. 
In Loving Memory 
isn’t just a music proj-
ect and line of apparel. 
Among all, they are an 
inspiring movement 
using their perspectives 
to push people to live 
for true happiness and 
fulfillment, rather than 
just trying to survive. 
If you are in a mood to 
get sentimental put on 
“Nomad”. If you want 
to dance the night away 
then play “Vixen”. If 
you ever feel like giv-
ing up on something 
and need determination, 
throw on “Questions”. 
No matter what emotion 
you are feeling, or what 
you are going through, 
there will always be an 
ILM song that could fit 
the moment perfectly. 
Feel like taking a road 
trip? In Loving Memory 
hasn’t played a proper 
full band show in just 
about a year, however 
their comeback show 
for the Diamonds Un-
der Pressure E.P. will 
be at Gold Sounds, in 
Brooklyn, New York, on 
November 15th.

 If that right 
there doesn’t prove 
their devotion, then 
retreat to Spotify and 
YouTube, to hear it for 
yourself. No mat-
ter which song you 
choose, no matter what 
the album-, the lyrics, 
tones, rhythms, and 
melodies, that In Lov-
ing Memory create are 
among the most tanta-
lizing sounds your ears 
will have the chance 
of hearing. For the 
last year Naveed and 
Tom have had to battle 
inner turmoil regarding 
keeping ILM alive. As 
a group still in the rise 
to fame, balancing the 
livelihood of a career, 
with making music is 
stressful. The group 
had lost two mem-
bers already, because 
their lives had taken 
off before the band. 
Naveed and Tom were 
lost as to how they 
would play shows, or 
try to tour long term, 
and how the business 
priorities were to be 
split. Many people do 
not realize that these 
musicians have full 
time jobs, that half the 

 Never underes-
timate how much hard 
work goes into creat-
ing one song. For this 
newest masterpiece 
released by In Loving 
Memory, Tom had 
recorded the majori-
ty of the instruments 
himself; with Naveed 
doing some guitar and 
bass if it was meant 
in a particular way. 
With the new E.P., 
Naveed took on more 
of the songwriter role, 
as Tom stepped into 
the prouder role. It 
was during the mak-
ing of this new E.P. 
that showcased In 
Loving Memory was 
breaking the stigma 
of the word band. In 
an email interview the 
men had stated, “It’s 
been so liberating to, 
if anything, shed the 
conventional roles that 
come with being in a 
‘band’ and treat ILM 
as just a project of two 
guys making music. 
Who and what is not 
as important as just 
doing what’s best for 
the song, and we’ve 
always had that chem-
istry.” 

time barely pay enough 
for the common adult 
necessities. Now envi-
sion you are trying to 
pay gas prices and tolls 
across different states 
just to play one show. 
Hopefully in 2020 we 
will be seeing ILM in 
more of the northeast-
ern states. 
 It’s about the 
music, and it should 
always be about the 
music, never about the 
fame or money. No mat-
ter what was happening, 
Naveed and Tom loved 
music too much to stop 
writing. Then all of a 
sudden their personal 
lives, and what is going 
on in the world, became 
a catalyst for some of 
the best songs ILM has 
ever written. Once you 
become a fan of ILM, 
you are a fan for life. 
ILM is a fan oriented 
group. Everything they 
do is for their fans. Yet, 
the word fan seemed 
demeaning so they cre-
ated their fanbase as a 
family instead. The In 
Loving Family. Naveed 
and Tom make sure to 
always keep the Fami-
ly updated on all things 
ILM. We all wish we 
could talk to our favor-
ite musicians, Naveed 
and Tom are making 
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The past month has seen 
a flurry of chaotic action 
in Washington. News 
such as president Trump 
sharpie-ing a hurricane 
projection map to val-
idate his debunked as-
sertions that Alabama 
was under threat from 
hurricane Dorian, to 
John Bolton, his nation-
al security advisor, be-
ing fired via tweet are 
well out the window.  
The latest controversy 
embroiling Washington 
is now the whistleblow-
er complaint. In it, the 
complaint alleges gross 
abuse of power, and a 
coverup by administra-
tion officials within his 
inner circles. The com-
plaint, compounded by 
the administration’s ef-
forts to curb the release 
any of the pertinent in-
formation to congress 
has now sparked demo-
crats to launch a formal 
impeachment inquiry in 
the house of representa-
tives.
 The complaint first re-
ported by The New York 
Times and The Wash-
ington Post on August 
12 detailed an effort by 
Mr. Trump to coerce 
the Ukrainian president, 
Volodymyr Zelensky to 
open a corruption inves-
tigation into former vice 
president and 2020 can-
didate Joseph Biden and 
his son, Hunter Biden on 
a 30-minute phone call. 
Additional reporting 
also uncovered that days 
prior to the phone call 
in July, president Trump 
ordered 391 million dol-
lars in aid to Ukraine be 
frozen, a move viewed 
by many to be a form 
of leverage to coerce 
Ukrainian officials to 
pursue investigations 
against the Biden’s.
 The interest in 
Hunter Biden stems 
from his history as a lob-
byist and his work in the 
Ukraine..

 In 2014, Mr. Biden had 
joined on to the board of 
Burisma holdings, the 
largest natural gas pro-
ducer in the Ukraine, 
and at the time, riddled 
with controversy. The 
complication arises be-
cause Hunter served 
during a time in which 
his father, Joe Biden was 
spearheading efforts to 
mitigate corruption in 
Ukraine, who had gone 
so far as to successfully 
lobby for the firing of 
Ukraine’s chief prose-
cutor, who was widely 
viewed as impotent to-
wards stamping corrup-
tion, back in 2016. 
Because of the el-
der Biden’s efforts in 
Ukraine, both Ukrainian 
anti-corruption advo-
cates and officials in the 
Obama administration at 
the time cautioned that 
Hunter’s work at Bu-
risma could potentially 
pose a conflict of inter-
est (Braun & Berry, AP). 
However, the Obama 
Whitehouse ultimate-
ly let it slip by, as Mr. 
Biden was a private citi-
zen at the time, and there 
had been no evidence of 
malpractice by either 
Biden. 
 That lack of any 
concrete evidence of a 
conflict of interest has 
not stopped the presi-
dent from searching for 
a means to discredit his 
political rivals, howev-
er. Back at the end of 
2018, Mr. Trump’s per-
sonal attorney, Rudolph 
‘Rudy’ Giuliani, was in 
talks with Ukrainian of-
ficials, and for the next 
five months, engaged 
in efforts to convince 
Ukraine to open inves-
tigations of corruption 
against the Biden family 
with the cover of inves-
tigating 2016 election 
interference in Ukraine 
(Zarracina et al, USA 
Today). 

How Impeachment is Finally Coming About.
By Adrian Figueroa, Section Editor

It was Mr. Giuliani’s ef-
forts, of which are a focal 
point of the democrats’ 
impeachment inquiry, at 
president Trump’s direc-
tion, which has brought 
the country to these 
waters. With news that 
there may be a second 
whistleblower on the 
scandal, it is up to dem-
ocrats’ charge to investi-
gate all pertinent matters 
to the best they can, and 
ultimately weigh wheth-
er to pass articles of im-
peachment.
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President Trump formally meets with Ukrainian president Volodymyr 
Zelensky on September 25. - Jonathan Ernst, Reuters

Profiles in 2020: Bernie - or Bust, Again?
By Adrian Figueroa, Section editor
Given the state of Amer-
ican discourse in pol-
itics, it comes as not 
much of a surprise that 
there would be a broad 
effort on the left to win 
back the Whitehouse 
from President Trump. 
What perhaps did come 
as a surprise was the 
range of candidates 
across the democratic 
spectrum that would an-
nounce presidential bids 
to challenge a president 
who can be described, at 
best, as runaway. From 
centrist candidates like 
former Vice-President 
Joe Biden and Minneso-
ta senator Amy Klobu-
char, to progressives like 
Kamala Harris and Eliz-
abeth Warren, to Bernie 
Sanders, the popular, 
openly democratic so-
cialist in the field. With a 
wide range of other can-
didates to discuss and 
explore, this series will 
examine the current top 
candidates in the run-
ning for the democratic 
nomination next year.
Cruising to the politi-
cal limelight in 2016, 
Vermont senator Bernie 
Sanders has since be-
come a household name, 
love him or hate him. 
Bringing voice to the 
progressive wing of the 

progressive wing of the 
party with his unwav-
ering New York accent, 
Bernie has championed 
efforts to introduce ele-
ments of Western Euro-
pean democratic social-
ism to the United States. 
His platforms of Medi-
care-for-all and free 
public college had made 
him an idol of working 
class and young college 
students almost over-
night, which wasn’t a 
bad thing in 2016.
Mr. Sanders’ problem, 
however, is that this is 
no longer 2016. Head-
ing into 2020, many of 
his positions have be-
come normalized within 
the party and amongst 
his rivals. Key ideas to 
Mr. Sanders’ platform, 
like debt-free higher 
education and universal 
healthcare, are also fea-
tured planks in the plat-
forms of Senators Cory 
Booker, Kamala Harris, 
and Elizabeth Warren, 
to former Housing Sec-
retary Julián Castro and 
South Bend mayor Pete 
Buttigieg. Perhaps sen-
ator Sanders’ biggest 
challenge is senator 
Warren, who occupies 
many of the same posi-
tions as he does, making 

it especially difficult for 
Sanders since Ms. War-
ren also has key fiscal 
proposals for those goals 
outlined in her platform.
Also working against 
senator Sanders this 
time around is his age. In 
a scenario in which Ber-
nie wins the presiden-
cy, he will be 79 years 
old at his inauguration 
January 2021, beating 
the previously eldest 
sworn in president, Mr. 
Trump, by roughly nine 
years. Not to knock Sen-
ator Sanders capacity to 
lead in any way, but it 
does raise concerns, es-
pecially since this last 
week senator Sanders 
underwent a procedure 
whereby two stents were 
inserted into an artery of 
his after it emerged that 
the senator had a heart 
attack.
 Whether or not 
Mr. Sanders has what it 
takes to win it all this 
election season, or he 
return to maintaining 
an impact in the senate, 
an equally important 
venture, time and Mr. 
Sanders’ health will de-
termine that.

Political Cartoon courtesy of Ryan Maguire, 
adjunct faculty at CCRI


