
In This
Issue

ccriunfilteredlens@gmail.com   +1 (401) 825-1215   CCRI Knight Campus Office 1214

The Unfiltered Lens
Serving the CCRI Student Body since 2007

 October 28th, 
2019

Volume 24
Issue 2 

There’s no sacred code; Just a collectance of fear. -Beyond The Void

Pg. 2 - 
J a c k - o - l a n t e r n 

Spectacular
Pg. 3 - 
Who Exactly Are 
Career Services?

Pg. 4 - 
Opinion Editorial 

& Poetry
Pg. 5 - 

Zach’s 
Science Corner

Pg. 6 - 
NBA v. China 

Ultimate 
Smackdown

Pg. 7 - 
Music & Comedy

Pg. 8 - 
Big Pharma 
& Le Zuck

Editors Choice: Dia De Los Muertos
Death, Grief and Honoring the Spirit

By: Kaicie Boeglin
Editor-in-Chief

Dia De Los Muertos, 
also known as Day of 
the Dead, is a holiday 
that celebrates the souls 
who have died. There 
is a procession of days 
that honor the dead. 
Halloween originated 
from All Hallows Eve, 
which was a pagan 
holiday and festival 
honoring the dead. 
Halloween falls on 
October 31st, with All 
Saints Day on Novem-
ber 1st, and All Souls 
day on November 2nd. 
Maria Anderson with 
the Smithsonian Insider 
notes that the difference 

in All Saints Day, and 
All Souls Day is age. 
Children who have 
passed are recognized 
and honored on the 1st, 
where as adults of pass-
ing are recognized and 
honored on the 2nd. 

The holiday of Dia De 
Los Muertos originated 
in Mexico and Central 
America, though today 
it is gaining promi-
nence through Latino 
communities all over. 
Every year there are 
sugar skulls, marigolds, 
and monarch butterflies 
that arise, but no one 
knows what they mean. 
People of all ages 
debate on dressing as 
the sugar skull look for 
a Halloween costume 
just because “they look 
cool”. The sugar skulls 
are often in the form 
something edible, or 
as a trinket to be ex-
changed as an ofrenda. 
Each sugar skull, also 
known as candy skulls, 
are decorated in accor-
dance to the soul they 
are to represent. The 
Family, or individual’s 
name would be written 
on the forehead, then 
the skulls are placed 
on grave sites or altars. 
The sugar skulls are 
based off Calaveras 
and Calacas, which 
are mischievous and/
or satirical drawings of 
skeletal figures depict-
ing human activities. 

Even more important 
than the Calaveras are 
the altars themselves. 
Most altars are two 
tiers although there 
can be more. They are 

usually made from all 
types of ofrenda includ-
ing, salt, photos, sugar 
skulls, water, wine, 
items that once be-
longed to the individu-
al, and images of saints. 
The salt represents 
the continuum of life. 
Photos are brought for 
obvious sentiments. 
Sugar skulls represent 
death and the after-
life. Water, wine, and 
the deceased favorite 
drinks are meant for 
the superstition of souls 
being thirsty after their 
long journey back to 
this astral plane. Im-
ages of saints can be 
literal saints or anyone 
important person to the 
deceased. There are 
many more symbolic 
items that can become 
ofrenda for example 
candles and marigolds. 
Candles are lit to wel-
come the spirits to their 
altar, and the scent of 
marigolds is to draw 
the spirits in.

In America, it is com-
mon to see memorials 
made, honoring victims 
who have died within 
a certain area. We most 
commonly see these 
types of memorials 
for car crashes, mass 
shootings, and monu-
mental catastrophes. 
Whether homemade 
altars and shrines, or 
official memorials 
like the one for 9/11, 
America has trends that 
align with the Dia De 
Los Meurtos celebra-
tion.  Americans can be 
seen leaving photos for 
memorabilia, flowers 
for love and respect, 
and the deceased’s pos-

sessions for sentimental 
honor.  We are also one 
among many cultures to 
utilise a candle lighting 
ceremony, to honor our 
lost loved ones right af-
ter the tragedy occurs.
A fact of everyday is 
people will always die. 
I was sitting in my 
Creative Writing class 
zoning out into a class-
mate’s shirt that read, 
“Spoiler Alert: Every-
one Dies”. That was 
when I received the 
idea to write this piece. 
We all are exhibiting 
and experiencing death 
throughout our lives, 
but all humans are 
unique in dealing with 
death. We are among 
the days in the year that 
honor the souls who’ve 
passed, and Dia De Los 
Muertos demonstrates 
some of the shared tra-
ditions among cultures. 

People die everyday. 
You may not know peo-
ple that have died this 
year. Maybe no one in 
your life has died yet, 
or maybe everyone has. 
Death affects everyone 
differently. Some peo-
ple can adapt to grief 
and learn to work with 
it, while others have 
a harder time coping. 
These three death 
honoring days are right 
around the corner; they 
are a way to connect us 
back to the ones we’ve 
lost.

No one truly knows 
what happens after we 
die. Our best guess is 
what we end up having 
as our belief. Though 
that end belief may be 
different for everyone, 

it is a shared hope that

 the soul who has 
passed find comfort and 
happiness wherever 
they end up. Paying 
respects to the deceased 
is a common trend 
among all nations and 
cultures. 

Death ends one per-
son’s life, but still 
impacts ours forever. 
We must live on, in 
an honorable memory 
of our lost loved one. 
At least this is the 
common saying after 
a passing. Grief is a 
process, and everyone 
works through the stag-
es at different rates. It is 
a process that one must 
work through for the 
remainder of their own 
life. It is a long process, 
and it is never a process 
an individual should go 
through alone. Not only 
are resources in place 
to help with grief coun-
seling, but just about 
everyone on this planet 
should understand what 
grieving is.

In honor of All Saints 
Day and All Souls Day, 
and the overall Day of 
the Dead celebration 
this year, I would like 
to honor two lives that 
ended in 2019. This 
article is dedicated to 
Kaitlyn A. Holroyd 
(July 5th, 1997 - Jan-
uary 31st, 2019), and 
Daniel P. Murphy 
(August 25th, 1966 - 
August 23rd, 2019). 
Both souls belonged to 
the town of Coventry, 
and are deeply missed 
by us all.

Top Artwork: “So Strange” By Sydny Sauro

Bottom Artwork: “Direction” By Angela Gizzi
@timewarpeddesign // Graphic Designer

Daniel P. Murphy, Obituary Photo       Kaitlyn A. Holroyd,  Photo taken from Facebook     Kaitlyn’s Memorial 7/5/19 Photo by B.L
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 I don’t think Vivaldi 
had pumpkins in mind 
when he composed The 
Four Seasons. Yet, it 
is his composition on 
the loudspeakers that 
beautifully invites you 
to this enchanted pump-
kin promenade. We 
are in Roger Williams 
Park at the zoo, and I 
am talking with Diane 
S. Nahabedian, Direc-
tor of Marketing and 
Public Relations. She is 
a charming fountain of 
information that thor-
oughly enjoys her job, 
“It’s the best job. I meet 
such talented people.” 
Diane is very well 
versed in the pumpkin 
lore.

Since the theme was 
The Four Seasons there 
is a separate area as-
signed to each time of 
year. I digressed for a 
minute, to survey the 
Marvel Comics pump-
kins display before we 
started. Diane pointed 
out that we begin with 
the Spring exhibit and 
work our way through 
Summer and Fall, lead-
ing to Winter ending 
with the Christmas 
display.

The artistry on, and 
variety of the pump-
kins is astonishing. I 
saw pumpkins from 
the size of an orange 
to one weighing 1500 
lbs. This whole project 
stems from of a compa-
ny named Passion for 
Pumpkins; under the di-
rection of the Mr. John 
Reckner. The company 
assembles artists to 
carve not only one, but 

several variations of that 
one. These duplicates 
replace the fading and 
over ripe pumpkins that 
collapse after a 7-10 day 
shelf life.

Let me talk about and 
demonstrate the Mag-
ic. You walk along to 
the music with lights 
twinkling all around 
you. The myriad of 
pumpkins strung out 
along the river sway 
in the trees. I look up 
and wow…the face of 
Jane Goodall is look-
ing down at me from a 
pumpkin. I walk some 
more and think I see a 
huge rock…but no! It’s 
a 1000- pound pump-
kin smiling at me. You 
look ahead at a cluster 
of children gathered 
around a Harry Potter 
pumpkin. Oohs and 
Aahs are heard from 
spectators with every 
step I take. It is a quar-
ter of a mile of a true 
Halloween Wonderland.

All visitor ticket money 
goes to the mainte-
nance and care of the 
zoo animals. The bar 
for artistic level is set 
extremely high, and 
the artists working on 
the pumpkins do such 
justice.  The project 
Passion for Pumpkins is 
now famous. Spectators 
from other states drive 
to Rhode Island to see 
this very pumpkin spec-
tacular every year.
See them for yourself. 
The pumpkins are here 
until November 3d. 
If you haven’t seen 
them…don’t miss it 
    

BITTEN BY THE PUMPKIN BUG
By: Natalie Tortolani
Contributing Writer

**ALL Photos credited to Sencere Estevez, Lens Lead Photographer
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The Unfiltered Lens is 
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new writers.
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al board at,

ccriunfilteredlens
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EDITORIAL STAFF

Have you picked a 
major, or are you still 
undecided? Have you 
ever thought about 
applying for an intern-
ship? Do you have an 
up to date resume? How 
is your work ethic? Do 
you have an idea of 
what your future career 
will be? Do you know 
how to concentrate your 
skills and passions into 
the right career choice?

To some, these ques-
tions seem easy, to 
others, they seem out of 
this world and hard to 
answer. Regardless of if 
you have your answers 
ready, or if you are still 
working on them, I am 
here to shine light on 
one of our colleges most 
helpful and accommo-
dating resources. The 
CCRI Career Services 
department is here to 
help students decide on 
a major and career path, 
as well as demonstrate 
smart career decision 
making and develop job 
readiness skills. The Ca-
reer Service department 
has a slogan of “See 
us early and often” to 
highlight that the staff 
is available to support 
students at every step 
of their career develop-
ment. 

Career Services helps 
students find where 
their true interests and 
strong suits lie. Thus, 
helping students prepare 
for their career and job 
readiness. The career 
advisors help you carve 
a path to your best fu-
ture using a career plan. 
They act as coaches to 
point you in the right di-
rection, for your career 
journey. By working 
with students from the 
beginning, students are 
less likely to change 
direction down the road. 
The coach’s role is to 
help students find the 
right educational jour-
ney or pathway in the 
earlies part of your edu-
cation. Students learn of 
the possible paths that 
stem from their select-
ed major and personal 
attributes.

Students can learn about 
internship and job op-
portunities through Ca-
reer Compass, CCRI’s 
student job board. 
Compass is Career 
Services’ online system 
to connect students to 
employment opportu-
nities sooner and faster. 
You can access Com-
pass through the Career 
Services tab on CCRI’s 
homepage, found under 

Programs and Services 
The internship and jobs 
listings includes both 
full and part time work 
opportunities. Through 
this service, students 
can obtain information 
about active on and off 
campus part time and 
fulltime internships 
and jobs. Both paid and 
unpaid. Work Study 
opportunities are also 
listed.

Director of Career Ser-
vices, Camille Numrich, 
added, “Fundamentally, 
we are here to guide stu-
dents toward a good-fit 
career decision, one that 
matches their interest, 
values and personality 
style. Making a career 
decision that is a good 
match to a student’s per-
sonal attributes, better 
assures success in their 
major and later in their 
chosen profession. As 
career coaches, we aim 
to assure that students 
are career ready upon 
graduation.” 

Career Services is avail-
able every step of the 
way, from finding the 
right major or career to 
resume building. Ser-
vices include self-ex-
ploration, information 
about your occupational 

choice, knowledge of 
career resources, help 
with making career 
decisions, developing a 
career plan, including 
an internship experi-
ence in your plan, and 
provide an opportunity 
to gain job readiness 
skills, including resume 
writing and interview-
ing. This service is not a 
onetime one stop shop.

Career Services is a 
group of phenomenal 
people that help and 
encourage students to 
succeed toward their 
career goal. If you never 
had a real formal job 
interview before; Career 
placement officers can 
give you proper training 
in preparation for a job 
interview. Anything and 
everything to do with 
job readiness is what 
they do.

If you are ready to make 
an appointment with 
Career Services you 
can either call the office 
main number (825-
2322),  go to Career 
Services’ tab on the 
school website to fill out 
a request form, email 
Career Services direct-
ly, or simply walk into 
their office. 

If looking for employ-
ment, I encourage you 
to attend the CCRI Part-
Time Job and Internship 
Fair, November 7th, 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Flanagan Campus, in 
the rear cafeteria.

Locations:
Flanagan Campus 
Room 2321  
Knight Campus  
Room 6304
Providence Campus 
Room 2221
Newport Campus 
By appointment (Main 
# 825-2322)

RAVE Text Alerts. 
They are simple to 
get and very import-
ant. Not everyone can 
or will get it, but that 
doesn’t make it any 
less important. RAVE 
will send a text alert to 
every phone correlated 
with the CCRI student 
registry, whenever 
there is an emergency 
on any of the CCRI 
campuses. Don’t have 
a phone? No problem! 
RAVE sends out their 
alerts to emails too. If 
there is ever a reason 
for the campus you are 
on to evacuate, RAVE 
lets you know what is 
going on. RAVE sends 
out texts for weather 
conditions as well. The 

SET YOUR CAREER IN MOTION
A Spotlight on Career Services

By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief

RAVE text alerts will 
tell you of any snow or 
ice conditions that cause 
any delays or cancella-
tions. This means power 
outages also. RAVES 
emergency numbers can 
be found on the CCRI 
website. If anyone is 
worried about their 
information getting out 
and spreading, do not 
be deterred. This is not 
a problem as RAVE 
does not share any of 
your information with 
private or third parties. 
RAVE’S Emergency 
Alert Numbers are 
67286 and 226787. For 
further information refer 
to the CCRI website 
under Emergency Infor-
mation.

STAY ALERT ON CCRI 
CAMPUSES

By: Erika Derocher // Lead Artist 
& Contributing Writer

BITTEN BY THE PUMPKIN BUG
By: Natalie Tortolani
Contributing Writer
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Ask your grandparent, 
if still alive, and he or 
she will know about that 
fateful time in 1941. 
Ask any professor of 
history and they will 
know what occurred. It 
was a time where our 
young men and women 
were involved in a war; 
one where our country 
had a clear understand-
ing of who the enemy 
was.  Not interesting 
enough? Ready to turn 
the page? Wait and read 
on. The only reason 
we have an America 
as we know it today, is 
because of the soldiers 
who fought in World 
War II. 

In December of 1941, 
three countries declared 
war on the United 
States. Japan on De-
cember 7th, as well as, 
Germany and Italy on 
December 11th. We were 
a peaceful country; we 
weren’t ready, nor were 
we equipped for war. 
Japan had bombed Pearl 
Harbor, a U.S. naval 
base in Hawaii. We lost 
24,000 men. Six U.S. 
ships were destroyed, 
as well as 169 of our 
aircraft. This struck us 
like a thunderbolt. I 
remember everyone in 
our house, and all over 
America, sat glued to 
their radios waiting to 
hear President Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt 
speak. As the years 
passed the war seemed 
endless, and the casual-
ties were horrific. I still 
remember it all.

You may ask what 
prompted me to sud-
denly bring to light this 
era? Afterall, hundreds 
of books are full of sta-
tistics and explanations 
about this war. Though 
it seems only interesting 
to history buffs, some-
times these stories just 
fall into my lap.

This was unexpected. 
Oddly enough, it came 
about because of a nice 
old man helping me. 
He held open the lobby 
door in our building 
when I had my hands 
full of groceries. I was 
so grateful. He was 

slight of build, neatly 
dressed and was using 
a walker. As he turned 
his head, I could see his 
hearing aids. I made a 
mental note to speak 
clearly, and then pro-
ceeded to thank him for 
helping me. We call him 
Carl. He took a seat in 
one of our lobby chairs 
and seemed short of 
breath. He told me, “It’s 
okay, I’m alright it’s my 
lungs. Just an old war 
injury. Nothing to get 
excited about”. So, I sat 
with him and waited for 
him to recover himself. 
I struck up a conversa-
tion manifesting polite 
noise, while itching to 
leave. I was worried 
about my ice cream 
melting. 

Judging by his appear-
ance, I surmised he was 
a World War II veteran.  
He was so glad to have 
someone to talk with. 
I had asked him about 
his injury and how it 
happened. This was our 
conversational catalyst. 
His words started to 
tumble out. Carl was 
in the navy, and was 
a Boatswain’s mate 
1st class. He sailed to 
England on an attack 
cargo ship, one that car-
ried troop supplies. His 
continued his narrative 
about how he was de-
ployed, and then casual-
ly mentions that he was 
put on a landing craft. 
“It was one of those flat 
bottom boats. The ones 
the navy used to cross 
the English Channel. I 
was pretty sick because 
it was a rough crossing 
in bad weather.”  He 
told me, “we were part 
of the first wave of the 
invasion of Normandy 
France”.

This was when every 
hair on my arm stood 
up. The invasion of 
Normandy! Operation 
Overlord. The first 
wave. This was Oma-
ha Beach and it was a 
bloodbath; we lost al-
most 5,000 men. To me 
this was uncanny. Was 
I actually talking to a 
survivor, in the lobby of 
my apartment building?

 “Hey, I’m no hero” he 
said. “We did what we 

had to do. The Germans 
were firing at us and I 
could feel the bullets 
going over my head. 
Because I was Navy, 
I was ordered back to 
my ship.  Back into the 
departing landing craft. 
We left the beach to 
the infantry and wait-
ed in the channel for 
two days. After that we 
returned to resupply 
the troops. We returned 
with the 4th wave. Now 
it was different.”

He said that the wa-
ter was now red with 
blood. He described the 
corpses bobbing up and 
down with the rhythm 
of the waves. Retriev-
al and recovery crews 
trailed up and down the 
beach, doing the neces-
sary gruesome work of 
hauling the bodies, and 
their parts.

Carl went on, “we got 
a commendation from 
President Harry Tru-
man, I would show it to 
you. I just don’t re-
member where I put it.” 
He and his men were 
invited to the white 
house. When asked if 
he attended, he returned 
with, “no… what would 
be the point…I just 
wanted to forget about 
all of it.”

From this point he was 
shipped out to Japan. 
After that, he was relo-
cated to Honolulu; this 
was when the atomic 
bomb was dropped on 
Hiroshima. The war 
was now over, and Carl 
could go home.

Carl still opens the 
door occasionally for 
me, and from there we 
chat. He remembers me 
asking him questions 
about his experience. I 
often catch him remi-
niscing. However, this 
man has his ghosts, just 
like any veteran of war. 
“You know… me and 
my men…we were like 
bothers”. Now imagine 
seeing your family die 
alongside you, but you 
don’t have the ability 
stop to mourn. Well 
done Carl! Thank you 
for your service.

      

REMEMBRANCE OF WAR
By: Natalie Tortolani
Contributing Writer

That’s Life.
Frank Sinatra sings a 
song called That’s Life. 
The lyrics say “Each 
time I find myself flat 
on my face. I pick 
myself up and get back 
in the race.” Words of 
wisdom.
So, you are stressed 
out. It’s the end of the 
world. If you don’t 
conquer your problem, 
tall buildings will fall 
down, and the ground 
will swallow you up. 
It’s Armageddon, the 
day of judgment is just 
around the corner. Time 
for a quart of ice cream 
and binging on your 
favorite show. Block 
it all out! Annie sings 
about tomorrow. There’s 
always tomorrow.

It’s okay to slip up oc-
casionally.

There’s no law that says 
you are supposed to be 
happy all the time. You 
are not always going to 
be in love with your re-
flection, or your teacher, 
or your parents, or your 
grades.

I saw a bumper sticker 
urging a fallen rider to 
be brave and get back 
up on his horse. It was 
simplistic. Yet it had a 

certain ring to it. It’s not 
easy dealing with a set-
back.  The wrong part-
ner, the wrong course, 
the failing grades, it all 
comes at you fast in 
order to test you. The 
big trial is how you deal 
with it? 

I often think of  how 
J.K.Rowling had 12 
publishers reject Har-
ry Potter, before one 
finally agreed to publish 
her work. Talk about 
rejection!  Most actors 
will tell you that to be 
successful you need to 
be a masochist and love 
rejection. Don’t believe 
me? Just ask one. Yet 
they persevere because 
they have passion.

Making changes is a 
learning game. Never 
fear it. Where could you 
better to learn to play 
this game, than in this 
cocoon we inhabit. Our 
University is the incu-
bator of our futures. All 
you must do is reach 
out. Help is here for 
you. Remember you are 
a work in progress. 

Libraries have shelves 
full of psych books 
containing all sorts of 
reasons why we make 
errors.  Blah, blah, blah 

our egos… our iden-
tities… our biological 
clocks…  our body size, 
it all creates ad nause-
um. Simply put, we are 
fallible human beings 
and we must own that.

Look at someone like 
Lizzo for example, she 
recently performed on 
a morning television 
show. She is a beautiful 
woman and a classically 
trained flutist. Though 
she may be overweight, 
and contain a figure that 
is not generally accept-
ed by our so- called 
standards of beauty; 
Lizzo is beautiful. She 
is proud and owns that 
pride. She is an inspi-
ration because setbacks 
are her middle name. 
She had to fight for 
acceptance within her 
career and within soci-
ety. Think about that.

Nothing worthwhile 
ever comes easily. 
Whatever we choose 
to accomplish requires 
trial and error. 

Remember:
You are beautiful.
You are smart.
You can do anything.
Cherish the journey!

WHO’S AFRAID TO FAIL?
By: Natalie Tortolani
Contributing Writer

The afterglow of your memories are the parts you 
choose to remember,
Introspection is a journey one must endeavor,
To be one with the wise, or maybe even clever.
If we could remember every detail, wouldn’t life be 
better?

Why were you sad? How about mad?
Why does it matter when it comes down to happy 
and glad?
We take in the good just to neglect the bad,
chasing desires and rejecting what we have.

Take some time to reflect,
In order to move on, and see what’s next,
Realize your mistakes prepared you for this test,
It’s okay to worry and it’s okay to stress.
In life that’s the one thing we know best,
Why in order to be happy, we have to ignore the 
rest?

Pain and frustration is how we know we exist,
To know we’re real, that there is a heart under this 
skin,
Our weaknesses are subject to deadly sins- 
And everyone must fail in order to win. 

KEEP GOING
Poetry From The Heart

By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief

Artwork by 
Sydny Sauro in honor 
of Kaitlyn Holroyd
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After many semesters 
of little to no activity, 
the Astronomy Club is 
finally coming back to-
gether. Between myself, 
Astronomy professors 
Roger Hart and Brenden 
Britton, and my fellow 
Astronomy tutors, we 
have begun planning a 
new direction for the 
club. For any student 
interested in pursuing 
science, honing skills 
within data capture and 
analysis is of the utmost 
importance. Luckily, 
the Astronomy Club is 
focusing on just that.

Our first project as a 
team entails practice 
in Astrophotogra-
phy. Using our 16” 
Schmitt-Cassegrain 
telescope, and sci-
ence-grade Atik One 
CCD camera, our goal 
is to create a high-qual-
ity image of a series of 
deep space objects. The 
first of which being The 
Horsehead Nebula. As-
tronomy Club members 
will be meeting on clear 
Sunday, Monday, or 
Tuesday nights to col-
lect up to several hours 
of exposures, in order to 
create the highest-qual-
ity picture possible. Af-
ter sufficient exposures 
have been captured, we 
will also be training 

on the Maxim Dl Pro 
image-processing soft-
ware to create our final 
product.
Other projects at the ob-
servatory would include 
work in spectroscopy; 
the separation of light 
into its component 
wavelengths. Our spec-
trograph, the Shelyak 
Lhires III, is of such 
high quality that even 
astrophysics students at 
Brown University are 
interested in visiting the 
CCRI Knight Campus, 
to utilize the observa-
tory and our devices 
for senior projects. 
Using a device like 
this, we can deduce the 
chemical composition 
of deep space objects, 
as well as measure the 
Doppler-Shift of spec-
troscopic binary star 
systems to calculate 
multiple properties of 
the stars. 

Tech-talk aside, you 
don’t have to be so 
much of a scientist to 
have fun in the Astron-
omy Club. We all found 
our way into astronomy 
by simply appreciating 
the beauty of the night 
sky, and by looking 
through telescopes to 
see the stars and plan-
ets in ways we had 
never before. Most of 

biography on NASA’s 
website describes his 
work in astrophysics 
and cosmology, as well 
as his research on the 
cosmic microwave 
background, which 
earned him the Nobel 
Peace Prize in Physics 
in 2006. Dr. Jami Val-
entine Miller, a primary 
examiner for the United 
States Patent and Trade-
mark Office, earned her 
doctorate in physics for 
her studies in spintron-
ics (SPS). In addition, 
she is the founder of Af-
rican American Women 
in Physics, and has been 
honored by the National 
Society of Black Physi-
cists for her outreach ef-
forts for underrepresent-
ed students. Dr. Ellen 
D. Williams earned her 
doctorate in chemistry, 
and went on to research 
experimental surface 
science and nanotech-
nology. Now, she works 
as director of the Ad-
vanced Research Project 
Agency–Energy. Last, 
but certainly not least, 
is Dame Susan Jocelyn 
Bell Burnell, honorary 
chair for Physcon 2019. 
In 1967, she became 
the first astrophysicist 
to observe the existence 
of pulsars; one of the 
greatest astronomical 
discoveries of the 20th 

century, according to 
her biography on The 
Royal Society website.

Following these speech-
es, students from around 
the United State will 
have the opportunity to 
share their research and 
ideas with the physics 
community, and en-
gage with one another 
in poster presentations 
and workshops. Stu-
dents will also have the 
opportunity to explore 
research facilities at 
Brown University, 
Harvard, and MIT, as 
well as the Ladd Obser-
vatory, and the Naval 
Submarine Base New 
London. So, for aspiring 
students looking to learn 
from others and explore 
their academic future, 
experienced students 
looking to share what 
they and their schools 
have to offer, or for 
professionals looking to 
expand their knowledge 
and hear from the best 
of the best, Physcon 
2019 is a life changing 
opportunity. 

our work will involve 
collecting data, but we 
know just as well as 
anyone how important it 
is to relax our minds for 
a moment and just enjoy 
the wonderful sights. 
Whether your interests 
lie in scientific work, or 
simply sightseeing, the 
Astronomy Club is the 
place to be.

One final note: per-
sonally, I haven’t been 
involved with clubs at 
CCRI before. Howev-
er, I know that there 
are other science and 
technology related 
clubs across the CCRI 
campuses, and I would 
encourage any prospec-
tive STEM students to 
explore these clubs. The 
ability for a student to 
be able to pursue their 
interests in a hands on 
environment is vital to 
their academic success, 
and serves as an ex-
cellent opportunity for 
students to explore their 
options and see what 
may interest them as a 
career. If you are in-
volved with any of these 
clubs and are looking to 
raise awareness, please 
reach out. We would 
be more than happy to 
spread the word about 
what you do.

This November, Phy-
scon 2019 will be com-
ing to downtown Provi-
dence. Hosted by Sigma 
Pi Sigma, the physics 
honors society, this 
event will be the largest 
gathering of physics 
students and profes-
sionals in the United 
States. According to the 
official Physcon 2019 
website, this three-day 
conference will include 
speeches from multiple 
world-renowned physi-
cists, hundreds of poster 
presentations given by 
physics students from 
across the United States, 
as well as interactive 
workshops and lab tours 
for students and profes-
sionals alike. 

Each of the five plenary 
speakers for this event 
bring unique skill sets 
and knowledge from a 
variety of disciplines 
related to physics. Sand-
eep Giri, according to 
the Society of Physics 
Students (SPS), is an 
industrial physicist, ex-
perienced in computer 
science, material sci-
ence, and physics. He is 
now working for Goo-
gle, developing proces-
sors for next-generation 
machine learning and 
artificial intelligence. 
Dr. John C Mather’s 

ASTRONOMY CLUB: BACK IN ACTION
By: Zachary Sanborn

Section Editor

PHYSCON 2019
By: Zachary Sanborn

Section Editor

Photo credited to Sencere Estevez, Unfiltered Lens Lead Photographer
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There is a crisis occur-
ring right now between 
China and the NBA.  
On October 4, the 
general manager of the 
Houston Rockets, Daryl 
Morey wrote a tweet in 
support of protesters for 
Hong Kong.  His tweet, 
deleted almost imme-
diately after sending it, 
fired off an unforeseen 
sequence of events that 
ultimately led to great 
tension between the 
NBA and China.  Here 
in the United States of 
America, we are grant-
ed the right to enjoy 
freedom of speech.  In 
China, no such right 
exists.  As a result, the 
officials from the Chi-
nese government asked 
the Commissioner of 
the NBA, Adam Silver, 
to fire Morey for his 
tweet.  Silver stated that 
there is no chance that 
Morey will be repri-
manded at all, which is 
causing a crack in the 
relationship between 
the NBA and China. 

In order to under-
stand just how they 
severe this is, it must 
be acknowledged that 
the NBA presently has 
a $1.5 billion dollar 
streaming deal with a 
Chinese media com-
pany called Tencent.  
According to the New 
York Times, Silver stat-
ed during an interview 
at the Time 100 Health 
Summit, that the finan-
cial deficits had “al-
ready been substantial”.  
A 2018 article, The 
NBA is China’s most 
popular sports league, 
by CNBC states that the 
NBA is China’s most 

popular sports league.  
The ongoing history 
between the NBA and 
China started some-
where in the 1980’s 
when David Stern, the 
NBA Commissioner 
at the time met with 
CCTV, China’s state 
run TV Network to get 
games on the air.  When 
Chinese basketball star 
Yao Ming was drafted 
in 2002 by the Houston 
Rockets, more than 200 
million people tuned in 
to watch his first game.  
In 2008, the NBA 
China organization was 
officially founded.  It 
is estimated that China 
brings in roughly $4 
billion dollars to the 
NBA annually.  

Basically, China is 
cutting off the NBA.  
Tickets for games in 
Shanghai at the Mer-
cedes Benz arena have 
suddenly become un-
available.  The Chinese 
Basketball Association 
(CBA), announced 
via Twitter that they 
are going to cut off all 
cooperation with the 
Houston Rockets.  The 
President of the CBA is 
Houston Rockets’ very 
own Chinese superstar, 
Yao Ming.  In addi-
tion to ticket sales and 
no media exposure, 
Chinese sponsors are 
pulling out from sup-
porting the NBA.  As a 
matter of fact, all of the 
brand names have been 
removed from the court 
in Shanghai.  Chinese 
workers resanded the 
floors so that the orig-
inal painted-on logos 
were removed.  Popular 
players with sportswear 

deals are suffering 
firsthand the effects of 
losing their sponsors.  
All over China NBA 
apparel, including 
Rocket’s gear, and all of 
the other teams are be-
ing pulled from stores.  

Multiple NBA players 
are facing backlash 
because they have 
not been in support of 
Morey.  Lebron James, 
from the Los Angeles 
Lakers, debatably one 
of the league’s most 
popular players, is fac-
ing significant backlash 
for stating, “Yes, we 
do all have freedom 
of speech, but at times 
there are ramifications 
for the negative that can 
happen when you’re not 
thinking about others 
and you’re only think-
ing about yourself,” to 
reporters on Monday. 
(Via twitter).  The Unit-
ed States of America 
has specifically asked 
that the NBA leave 
China. Texas senator, 
Ted Cruz and Bronx 
representative, Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cortez 
conspired in blasting 
the NBA.  They signed 
a letter in which they 
criticize the NBA for 
not being as supportive 
of “American values” 
as they appear to be 
supportive of China.  

Though future for the 
NBA and China con-
nections is uncertain.  
Right now, the NBA 
is out of China.  Many 
sports experts have 
come up with ideas on 
what will happen, but 
nobody knows for sure.  

The art of yoga can 
be traced back to over 
10,000 years ago.  In 
its original state, the 
purpose of yoga was 
to train the body and 
to guide a person to 
become aware of their 
own nature.  Today, hu-
mans practice yoga for 
many different reasons.  
There are a plethora of 
ways that yoga can help 
your mind, body and 
spirit. 

Here at CCRI, Dr. 
Swithers hosts a free 
yoga class for students, 
faculty, and staff every 
Wednesday from 4:45 
to 5:45.  Classes have 
been running since 
last September, and I 
recently had the plea-
sure of attending one.  I 
had never participated 
in a yoga class before, 
so the experience was 
truly brand new to 
me.  As I embarked on 
this unfamiliar jour-
ney, I found peace in 
the class.  Everything 
that was occurring in 
my mind before the 
class melted away and 
seemed distant. After 
the class, my muscles 
were left feeling rejuve-
nated and accomplished 
at the same time.  How 
is it that you can feel 
good after a workout?  
The answer is your 

parasympathetic ner-
vous system. The para-
sympathetic nervous 
system, also referred to 
as the “rest and digest” 
system, is responsible 
for conserving energy, 
relaxing your muscles, 
lowering blood pres-
sure, helping you to 
sleep, and much more. 
While practicing yoga, 
the system becomes 
activated and causes the 
stresses of the day to 
leave the mind.

Dr. Swithers, yoga 
instructor and biology 
professor informed me 
that among the numer-
ous benefits of yoga are 
realigning your body 
and helping with mobil-
ity.  I am an athlete with 
a primarily basketball 
background, and I nev-
er had to move the way 
that I had to while I was 
in yoga class.  Our bod-
ies are something that 
we need to take care of. 
After all, we only get 
one.  Sure, eating right 
and maintaining an ac-
tive lifestyle are neces-
sary for a healthy body; 
however, if you neglect 
your brain health, you 
will never be as healthy 
as you could be.  Un-
like a typical workout, 
yoga does more for you 
than define your mus-
cles and help you lose 

fat.  Yoga gives your 
mind a workout too. 

I would highly rec-
ommend yoga for all 
athletes.  Because it 
is noncompetitive, it 
will lead you to feel 
relaxed and allow you 
to focus on what you 
are doing without the 
fear of failure.  In all 
of my years playing 
sports, and warming 
up, or stretching with 
the team, I have never 
felt as “stretched out” 
as I did following this 
workout.  I believe that 
it would be entirely 
beneficial to all athletes 
because it will improve 
overall physical fitness 
and mental focus which 
in turn will positively 
impact  athletic perfor-
mance.

Yoga is definitely not 
just for athletes.  Its 
benefits to mobility, 
flexibility, and balance 
as well as mindfulness 
are powerful.  Anyone 
can practice yoga. Col-
lege students in partic-
ular would benefit from 
its effects and achieve a 
peaceful mind and more 
restful body.

For more information 
about the class, visit 
https://www.ccri.edu/
athl/index.html.  

Photo from GQ Magazine
Yoga 
By: Zola Gallo / / Sports Editor

THE NBA AND CHINA
By: Zola Gallo / / Sports Editor

Photo from the 4th floor of the CCRI Knight Campus, Credit to Sencere Estevez
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Let’s get that adrenaline 
going with the disco 
metal band: Makes My 
Blood Dance. Now this 
is a band that achieves 
goals with their sound, 
and it’s right there in 
the band name. But 
trust me, not in the way 
you think. Their disco 
metal sound was man-
ifested from the desire 
to be dance oriented. 
Through several line up 
changes, the creative 
foundation of the band 
remained. The men be-
hind the vision are lead 
singer Evan Russell 
Saffer, and lead gui-
tarist and programmer 

John Polimeni.
This Brooklyn-based 
band has only been in 
the works for a little 
under two years. How-
ever, they are surely 
creating a name for 
themselves, as they 
were quick to get a pro-
ducer involved. Makes 
My Blood Dance has 
strung together an 
album’s worth of songs. 
Road testing them all 
along the way. These 
guys are in a quick 
midst to conquer the lo-
cal stage. My evidence 
stems from the fact they 
have had their songs 
mixed by Dave Ogilvie. 
Ogilvie is a record pro-

ducer who has worked 
alongside Rob Zombie 
and Tool. If you know 
the band Skinny Pup-
py, or listened to any 
of Manson’s Antichrist 
Superstar, then you 
know Dave Ogilvie.

Many bands and mu-
sicians fail before 
their careers have a 
chance to truly begin. 
In an email interview, 
Saffer concluded that 
his band embraces the 
local struggle. Selling 
tickets and drawing a 
crowd is always hard 
in the beginning, but 
again, that’s only the 
beginning. Something 
to resonate with, is 
Saffer’s statement of 
integral honesty, “.. our 
strategy is to embrace 
that struggle and show 
others how it can be 
done.  We don’t make 
selling tickets or the 
time it takes to build 
a legitimate fan base 
into the enemy.  A lot 
of artists do that.  They 
want instant fame but 
don’t want to work for 
it.  We are seeing great 
crowds at our shows 
all over the northeast.  
It’s a result of us taking 
our time with our craft, 
putting out excellent 
music, networking with 

bands and fans in every 
city, and also being pa-
tient with the process.”

Personally, I will listen 
to any genre, but I 
can’t get down with 
this disco metal. Imag-
ine you’re at a concert 
with the confliction of 
deciding rather to mosh 
or create an interpretive 
dance. This is what I 
envision when I listen 
to their single “Sick As 
Our Secrets”. That sin-
gle, along with, “Beam-
ing Right Up”, can be 
found on Spotify. The 
videos accompanying 
these singles are posted 
on YouTube. However, 
I enjoy the live prefor-
mances by this band. 
They defintely have the 
energy. I am a firm be-
liever that good energy 
creates a good show.

The band is in pre-pro-
duction mode for their 
third video, “The Power 
of the Lightside”. 
If Makes My Blood 
Dance is your cup of 
tea, you can purchase 
a nifty USB dog tag 
necklace, with their 6 
masterpieces for $10 
off their official web-
site. Now I don’t know 
about you, but, a USB 
drive instead of a CD, 
and on a necklace you 
can wear-, Now that’s 
next level. Keep up 
with this band, as they 
play constant shows 
and travel regionally. 
They have a facebook 
page, their website: 
http://makesmyblood-
dance.com, or you can 
follow them on insta-
gram @makesmyblood-
dance.

LIVIN’ LIKE A LOCAL Pt. XII
By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief

Photo from the 4th floor of the CCRI Knight Campus, Credit to Sencere Estevez

Recall Robert De Niro’s 
portrayal in Martin 
Scorsese’s King of 
Comedy. Now combine 
that with Anthony Je-
selnik’s Netflix special, 
Thoughts and Prayers. 
Don’t forget to add in a 
dash of Patrice O’Ne-
al’s satirical conversa-
tionalism, as all of these 
qualities amount to 
someone new. 

An up and coming 
name in the comedic 
world of stand up, is 
Joey Rosenberg. Classi-
fied to be “the only Jew 
you will not find in on 
the conspiracy”. Some-
one had once told him 
that he looked like he 
owed six months rent 
in Spain, and yet he is a 
Jewish man from New 
Jersey. One of his most 
well-known jokes is 
about being the young-
est of five. “Have you 
ever met five Metallica 
fans with one shared 
closet?” When people 
told him “don’t worry, 
you’ll grow into it”, 
he came back saying, 
“Unfortunately I grew 
into a face that says 
I’m creepy, but I mean 
well”.

This guy is an introvert 
that manifested com-
edy from his own life 
experiences, and the 
fact that everything he 
tried had failed. From a 
failed music career, to a 
broken down love life, 
and the ever changing 
struggles of the daily 
motions: Joey uses a 
comedic structure of 
detailing the ironies 
within society and daily 
life. Come on, he was 
legally named a nick-
name --he was clearly 

designed for this career. 

Physical comedy is 
easy because slapstick 
humor, or deliberate 
clumsiness, can make 
anyone laugh. Trying 
to get someone to laugh 
with only words is 
slightly harder. A joke 
needs to resonate with 
an audience. With stand 
up, the comedian needs 
to harness both a good 
physical presence and 
a strong verbal connec-
tion. This is why I have 
come to like Joey as 
a comedian. You see, 
he owns up to the fact 
he’s nervous and uses 
the vulnerability as an 
advantage. If a mistake 
happens, then so what, 
make it an impromptu 
joke. He seems to just 
roll with the moment 
and the situation, fur-
ther on joking, “Let’s 
see if I’m the only one 
that finds this funny. 
Whatever it is”.

This man grew up in 
the world of rock and 
roll and even started 
his own band. Here’s 
a quick shout out to 
that dead dream. But 
when one door closes, 
another one opens; it 
just depends on if it is 
a push or pull. Though 
that was meant full pun 
intended, there is an 
underlying connotation 
that Joey Rosenberg ex-
emplifies. If you think 
the comedy business 
is an easy job mar-
ket, then you are very 
funny. It’s a business 
that not only revolves 
around talent but dedi-
cation and connections. 
With that said, Joey has 
done background acting 
for everyone’s favorite, 

Saturday Night Live, 
as well as the Sopranos 
prequel, The Saints of 
Newark. 

Follow him on Insta-
gram, @jrcomedy_ to 
keep up with when and 
where he will be per-
forming. Maybe you 
can catch him hosting 
a show at Broadway 
Comedy Club in the 
near future. You could 
also find him lurking at 
Scotty’s Comedy Club 
in Springfield New 
Jersey, or Rhino Com-
edy in Suffern New 
York. As a comic on the 
rise, Joey likes to get 
his work out there, so 
he can be found hoping 
between all comedy 
clubs in the tri-state 
area. He finds his way 
to the stage at least 
three times a week.

You can find some of 
his best known bits 
on his Instagram or 
through his YouTube 
videos.  A personal 
favorite of mine is the 
joke about acid and 
falling down the drain. 
If you understand the 
reference “drinking out 
of cups”, then you’ve 
been there and felt that 
too. Joey reminds me 
of a combination Seth 
MacFarlane’s Stewie, 
Brian and Peter Griffin, 
with a slight essence of 
Quagmire. That means 
you have serious and 
maniacal, with mor-
bid and complacent, 
and then average and 
relatable. All of these 
qualities are how I 
know Joey Rosenberg 
could get a laugh out of 
you.

COMEDIANS ON THE RISE: 
A NEW FACE IN STAND UP

By: Kaicie Boeglin // Editor-in-Chief

Photo of Rosenberg credited to Katie Cohen

John Polimeni and Evan Saffer. Photos credited to 
Scryer Photo 

The following is a pic-
ture of Pablo Escobar, 
compared to a recre-
ation by artist Shane 
Fagan. Shane is an 
artist that does many 
styles of art, and is 
currently working as 
a tattoo apprentice 
with Paradigm Tattoo 
Company in West 
Warwick, RI.
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Candidate Pete Buttigieg  Randall Hill / Reuters

Hot off a stellar debate 
performance from last 
Tuesday, Pete Buttigieg, 
the 37-year-old South 
Bend, Indiana mayor 
may prove to be a formi-
dable candidate beyond 
just fundraising and de-
bate. However, despite 
what some may argue 
as ‘youthful vigor,’ there 
can be concerns regard-
ing his lack of experi-
ence in public office. 
While voters and the 
like may have first heard 
of Buttigieg at the start 
of the campaign sea-
son as the first open-
ly-LGBT candidate and 
many assumed he could 
be the first gay president 
should he win [president 
James Buchanan is actu-
ally regarded as the first 
gay president], Buttigieg 
also has a unique lane to 
appeal to voters; he can 
be a potential darling for 
religious voters, having 
butted heads with vice 
president Mike Pence, a 
hard religious conserva-
tive and homophobe. 
For decades, religious 
voters have been an easy 
sweep for republicans, 

with arguments along 
the lines that liberals are 
against God and faith. 
Attorney general Wil-
liam Barr went so far 
as to laughably warn 
that Catholicism and re-
ligious freedom in the 
United States were tar-
gets of “organized de-
struction” by “militant 
secularists Buttigieg 
embodies a stark con-
trast to Barr and Pence, 
however, beyond just 
being an LGBT Chris-
tian. Buttigieg promotes 
a more optimistic and 
harmonious aspects of 
the bible compared to 
the religious right’s fear 
mongering of secular-
ism and cynicism. 
Holding that religious 
appeal, Mayor Pete is 
also a combat veteran, 
enlisting in the navy re-
serve in 2009 and hav-
ing been deployed in Af-
ghanistan in 2014.
Aside from military ex-
perience, Buttigieg is 
a solid fundraiser, with 
his campaign coming in 
third this fiscal quarter 
according a POLITICO 

report of 2020 candi-
dates’ fundraising [Ex-
cluding Tom Steyer, 
who is largely funding 
his campaign from his 
own personal contribu-
tion].  
Should Buttigieg win 
the general election next 
year, he will by far be 
the youngest president 
in U.S. history. But that 
youth does lead to ques-
tions regarding experi-
ence in public service. 
Having only his expe-
rience as a small-town 
mayor to draw on, Butt-
igieg lacks much of that 
experience in govern-
ing and legislation that 
many of the other can-
didates, like Biden and 
Sanders, have in spades. 
Compounding that was a 
rocky controversy over 
the summer regarding 
a police shooting of an 
unarmed African-Amer-
ican in South Bend, 
which highlighted Butt-
igieg’s experience prob-
lem. 
Should he win or lose, a 
bright future remains for 
Mayor Pete in politics.

Profiles in 2020: Pete Buttigieg
Can the Indiana mayor become the next Comeback Kid?
By: Adrian Figueroa – Nation/State/World Editor

October 21st will mark a 
milestone in the Amer-
ican opioid epidem-
ic, as the three largest 
drug distributers have 
reached a settlement 
with two Ohio counties 
which roughly amounts 
to a quarter-billion dol-
lars. Ohio judge Dan 
Polster announced the 
agreement early Monday 
morning, which would 
have seen the first federal 
opioid trial had that set-
tlement not been made. 
Amerisource Bergen, 
McKesson, and  Cardi-
nal Health are three of 
the largest drug distri-
bution companies in the 
United States, ranking 
in the top 20 corpora-
tions by revenue. They 
also make up 90% of 
total drug distributions 
to pharmacies and hos-

pitals nationwide. This 
settlement helps them 
avoid that trial, and the 
settlement itself can 
serve as a model to the 
thousands of other law-
suits brought against the 
pharmaceutical industry 
by state and local gov-
ernments in the country. 
Whilst this settlement 
only resolves the suits 
brought forward by 
those Ohio counties, 
McKesson, Ameri-
source and Cardinal are 
also in talks with states’ 
attorneys general and 
prosecutors to reach a 
broader deal, estimated 
by some to be near $50 
billion to resolve the 
thousands of other cas-
es against Big Pharma. 
Other companies includ-
ed in that potential set-
tlement would be John-

son & Johnson, who 
already sought to several 
some of the many law-
suits levied against itself 
the same way the drug 
distributers have set-
tled, and Purdue Phar-
ma, widely regarded to 
have ignited the epidem-
ic by lying in their mar-
keting of OxyContin. 
Their remains challeng-
es in meeting that more 
ambitious settlement, 
with four state attorneys 
general working towards 
that global settlement, 
however, many smaller 
governments argue that 
that settlement doesn’t 
go far enough. It re-
mains to be seen wheth-
er such a global settle-
ment may be reached, 
or if the other pharma-
ceutical companies will 
either settle or face trial.

Mark Zuckerberg to Testify on Libra Project
The Facebook CEO will appear in Washington before a House com-
mittee to answer questions on company cryptocurrency. 
By: Adrian Figueroa – Nation/State/World Editor

Drug Distributors Reach Landmark Settlement
Monday’s settlement may serve a precedent for how the American 
opioid epidemic may play out now that trials are set to begin against 
Big Pharma.
By: Adrian Figueroa – Nation/State/World Editor

Facebook founder and 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
will be testifying on the 
23rd to the House Finan-
cial services Committee. 
The central purpose of 
Zuckerberg’s upcom-
ing testimony will be 
regarding the social 
media giant’s near-shut-
tered cryptocurrency 
project. Titled ‘Libra’ 
by Facebook engineers, 
the project was initially 
launched to be a means 
of establishing a crypto-
currency to be utilized 
with Facebook’s social 
network, and potentially 
as a means of engaging 
in e-commerce. 
Should it have launched 
and been a success 
among Facebook’s near 
2 billion users, Libra 
would have upended the 
status quo of banking 
and e-commerce. How-
ever, Facebook’s recent 
streak of controversy 
would prove it not yet be 
the case, however, leav-
ing Zuckerberg to have 
to defend the project and 
his company again.
The hearing will be 

Zuckerberg’s first for-
mal appearance in Wash-
ington since his widely 
received grilling before 
the senate commerce and 
judiciary committees in 
2018 in the wake of the 
Cambridge Analytica 
scandal. Since then, con-
troversy has dogged the 
social media platform, 
from Zuckerberg’s aver-
sion to presidential can-
didate Elizabeth Warren 
for her anti-trust stance 
against tech monopo-
lies, to Facebook’s role 
in exacerbating ethnic 
tensions and propaganda 
against the Rohingya in 
Myanmar. With Libra, 
the concern is more than 
just Facebook being able 
to upset the established 
order in e-commerce; 
rather, that the social 
network can upset world 
economics, with sever-
al countries expressing 
concern that smaller do-
mestic currencies may 
be negatively impacted 
by the cryptocurrency if 
it takes off. 
With Libra being for-
mally announced in 

June, Zuckerberg’s in-
tention was to rely on 
his Libra association, a 
loose network of com-
panies and ventures who 
agreed to utilize the Li-
bra currency. However, 
as regulators and con-
gress were quick to cau-
tion Facebook’s poten-
tial business partners in 
the project, key sponsors 
like PayPal, and Mas-
tercard has since aban-
doned the Libra project. 
Originally planned to 
launch in 2020, Libra 
is now crippled with 
key backers having 
left the project amidst 
regulatory concern. 
Compounding that is 
the skepticism of regu-
lators, politicians, and 
other companies, wary 
that Facebook’s attempt 
to barrel into finance 
can threaten a system 
that is extremely resis-
tant to hard changes. 
Zuckerberg’s testimony 
can likely determine 
the fate of his currency 
initiative, which will be 
given this Wednesday, 
the 23rd. 
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